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KOVA SCOQIA BIRD SOCIITY
Organized 1955 -  Incorporated 1957

Newsletter March 21, 1962
The Christmas Count

Sixteen counts were submitted from members nf the Nova Scotia
Bird Society this year, and our compiler has noted that this was
fewer than he had hoped for, (he would prefer fifty), but that
"nevertheless, they do give the outlines of our w1nter bird popula-~
tion". Following are condensed versions of the counts:

Amherst, Cumberland Co. (Dec. 26, 1961)

Ring-necked rheasant 4, Herring Gsull 5, Blue Jay 3, Common Raven 10,
Common Crow 42, Robin 1, Starling 75, House Oparrow 75, Evening
Grosbeak 19, Pine Grosbeak 6, Tree Sparrow 3, Znow Bunting 125.
Species identified 12; individuals counted about 392.

(Miss Zvelyn Lowerison, Mrs. Henry lyers).

Bass River, Colchester Co. (Dec. 27, 1961)

Red-throated Loon 2, Black Duck 38, 3urf Scoter 18 Common Merganser
4%, Ruffed Grouse 8, Great Black-backed Gull 2, Herrlng Gull 37,
Jowny Woodpecker 1, Blue Jay 6, Common Raven 2, Common Crow 39,
Black-capped Chickadee 11, Red-breasted Nuthatch 1, Starling 102,
House Sparrow 62, LEvening Grezbeak 36, Pine urosouak 3, Slate colored
Junco 2; Species identified 18 1nd1v1duals counted about 413.

(Mrs. Lee Gilbert, Mr. & lrs. 5.7, Hemeon).

Bridgetown, Annapolis Co. (Dec. 26, 1961)
Cormorant sp. 2, Common Goldeneye 8, Common Merganser 7, Rough-
1egged Hawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 1, Sharp-shinned Hawk 2, Pigeon Hawk 2,
Gray Partridge 9, Ring-necked Pheasant 2, liourning Dove 1, Herring
Gull 145, Great Black-backed Gull 8, Hairy 7oodpecker G, Downy
Voodpecker' 6, Gray Jay &, Blue Jay 59, Common Raven 6, Common Crow
128, Black-cappud Chlckadee 42, Boreal Chickadee 3, Ihlte-breasted
Nuthateh 3,Robin 2, Eastern Bluebird 1, Starling 430, House oparrow
675, Brown-headed Cowblrd 41, 4°d~W1nged Blackbird 5, Evening Gros
bgak 76, Pine Grosbeak 14, Purple Finch 22, Common Redpoll 6, 2i
Siskin 5, American Goldflnch &, White-winged Crossbill 2, Slate
colored Junco 4, Tree Sparrow 2, Vesper Sparrow 1, White- throated
Sparrow 1, Sonv Sparrow 19, Snow Bunting 25, Spe01es identified 40,
1rd1viduals counted about 1767. (Harold Baker, Calder Fraser
(compiler) Louise Harlow, Walter Harlow, liona Hicks, Leslie McLaugh-
lin, wilfred liarshall, Sordon Troop, Donald Troop, Roy .Jhitman,
Stewart Whitman).

Brier Island; Digby Co. (Dec. 29, 1961)

Dommon Loon 25, Red-tanroated Lmon 2, Great Cormorant 80, Black Duck
115, Common Goldeneye 25, Oldsquaw 200, Harlequin Duck 25, Common
fider 150, Zcoters 40; Common lMerganser 15, Red-breasted llerganser -
25, Rough-legzed Hawk 6, Jparrow Hawk 1, Furple Sandpiper 250,
Canderling 30, Glaucous Gull 2, Iﬁeland Gull 2, Great Black-backed
Gull 75, Herrlng Gull 400, %lack-legged antanKE, 105, Razorbill &
Thick-billed IMMurre 3, Jovekle 7%, Horned Lark 70, Blue Jay 7, Common
Crow 75, Black-capped Chickadee 50, kockingbird l, Robin 13, Golden-
crowned Kinglet 50, 3tarling 200, Oommon Grackle 17, Zvening Gros-
beak 4, Pine Grosbeak 47, Pine l°kln 40, Jhite-winged Crossbill 109,
ulate-colored Junco 17, Tree S3parrow 5, oong Jparrow 4, Snow Bunting
175; Species identified 40; individuals counted about 2528. (ChnsLer
Lent, Harry Lent, Jickerson Lent).

Cole Harbour - Chezzetcook, Halifax Co. (Dec. 26, 1961)

Common Leon 1, Red-throated Loon 4, Red-necked Grebe 2, Horned Grebe
2, Canada Goose 1190, iallard 1, Black Duck 730, Plntall %, Common
Goldeneye 10, Bufflehead 19, Oldsquzw 6, Common Eider 4, whltc—WIQVed
Seoter 6, Common Scoter 24, Red-~ brhaated Murganger 23, bharp-shlnncd
Hawlk 1, Rough-legged Hawk 2, Bald Jagle 2, Sparrow Hawk 3, Ruffed
srouse 1, Virginia Rail 1, Purple 3andpiper 74, Iceland Gull 8,Great

Bla vk—backed Gull 61, 1err1n Gull 620, Ring-billed Gull Bl ck—
headed Gull lf Dovckie ga Ty Voodﬁecxu? 1, florned Lag N

Blus Jay 4, Common Raven 65, Common Crow 235. (Cont'd)
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Cele Harbour - Thezzotcook, Halifax Uo.
Black-carped Chickadee 46, 3orcel Culck
1, Brown Creeperhl, LoanPilie% %arsh uign 1%u« ou ]
Robin 3, Jolden-Crowned kinglet 5, .tarli 2, Lyr warcler
Housze Sﬁarrow 175, ieadowlark 3, Aedwinged Bluckbird 9, ”ogmor
Grackle 43, Brown-headed Cowobird 53, svening Jros@aakvl?, Pine
Grosbesk 25, Pine Siskin 15, american Goldfineh 150, /hite-winge
CrosgﬂfIl 2, Savanngh Sparrow 16, 3late-colored Junco 97, Tree
Sparrow 2, White-throated Sparrow 11, Swamp Sparrov 1, Song Sparrow
14, Species identified 59; individuals counted about 48;1. )
(C.R.K. Allen, B.J. Allen, John Comer, sthel Crathorne, Phyllis
Dobson, J.A. lclarter, L.B. HacPhurson, H.P. Moffatt.)

Halifax, Halifax Zo. (Uec. 31, 1961)

Common Loon 3, Red-necked Grebe 3, Horned irebe 2, Great Cormorant 34,
Common Goldeneye 3, Oldsquaw 5, Commen wider 1, White-winged Scoter 1,
Surf Scoter 1, Common Scoter 2, Red-breasted Merganser 7, Rough-
legged Hawk 1, Ruffed Grouse 5, Common i#nipe 1, Iceland Gull 4,

Great Black-backed Gull 250, Herriny wsull 1500, Yellow-shafted
Flicker 1, Hairy Woodpecker 5, Downy W¥oodpecker 14, Gray Jay G,

Blue Jay 23, Common Raven 7, Common Crow 62, Black-capped Chickadee
90, Boreal Chickadee 22, White-brcasted Futhatch 2, Red-breasted
Nuthatch 19, Brown Creeper 3, kockinrtbird 2, Robin 2, Golden-

Crowned Kinglet 4, Starling 5000, Hcuse Sparrow 1500, Baltimore
Oriole 2, Common Grackle 15, Brown-headed Cowbird 96, Evening
Grosbeak 115, Purple Finch 2, Pine ¢ k 15, Fine ~iskin 58,
AMdT¥ican Goldfinch 5, slate-colorcd 46, Tree Sparrow 3, Fox
Sparrow 1, Sons Sparrow 5. GSpecies identified 46; individuals
counted about 8948. (C.R.X. Allen, Mrs. G. F. Backman, lirs. 4. A.
Baird, Mrs. . 4, Bell, irs. P. S. Christie, J, J. Chute, hirs. Arthur
Coffill, John Corner, Ithel Crathorne, brs. J, .. Dobson, 8. A.Grimm,
lirs. Ralph Hebb, R, H. Helpard, Ward Hemeocn, Gordon Larkin,

L.B. MacPherson, J. A. wcCarter, V. J. Mills, H. P. Hoffatt,

Mrs. C. L. Torey, Richard .Jard.)

Indian Harbour, Halifax Co. Dec. 26, 1961)

Common Loon 1, Black Duck 1, Oldsquaw 2, Ring-necked Pheasant 1,
Gread Black-backed Gull 9, Herring wull 55, Dovekie 1, Blue Jay 4,
Common Crow 2, Black-capped Chickadee %, .led-breasted Nuthatch 2,
Starling 50, House Sparrow 20, Brown-headed Cowbird 18, Hvening.
Grosbeak 5. Species identified 15; individuals counted about 175,
(#8TT Covey, Gilbert Jollimore, Gordon Richardson, Kennath Richardson
Hiriam Wetmore).

Kardsale, Annapolis Co. ( Dec. 30, 1961)

Herring Gull 16, Blue Jay 9, Common Raven 2, Common Crow 17, Black-
capped Chickadee 6, Red-breasted Huthatch 4, Brown Creeper 2, Golden-
crowned Kinglet 2, 3tarling 19, House Spuarrow 16, American doldfinch
438, unidentified 6. Species idenvificd 1l; individuals countecd about
147. (Joseph Johnson).

Kennetcook, Hants Co. (Dec. 24, 1961)

gray Jay 1, Blue Jay 5, Starling 14, douse Sparrow 1, Brown-heuded
GCowbird 5, Bpecies identificd 5; individuals counted 26. (lirs. Joixn
D McGrays.

Fictou, Pictou Co. (Dec. 24, 1951) '

Oldsquaw 2, Great Black-backed Gull 9, Herring Gull 156, Iczland sull
1, Hairy Woodpocker 1, Downy “oodpecker 1, Blue Jay 11, Common Crov
41, Black-capped Chickadee 16, Thite-breastsd Nuthatch 2, Robin 2,
Starling 80, Myrtle Jarbler 4, House Sparrow 130, Brown-headed Cow-
bird 42, Hvening Grosbeak 10, 3late-colourcd Junco, 12, Snow Bunt

2. Specles Iddntified 187 individuals counted zbout 522.

(3. Holdway).

2ound Hill, Annapolis Co. (Dec. %0, 1961)
Herring Gull 15, Great Black-backed Gull 7, Downy Joodpecker 2, Blue
Jay 5, Common Raven 1, Common Crow 11, Black-canned Chickadee 11,

¢zl Chickadee 1, Red-breasted Nuthatch 8, Golden-crowned Kinglet 1,
Starling 28, House Sparros 7, Pine srosbeak 21, smerican Goldfinch 7,
-
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Round Hill, Annapolis Co. (Jec. 30, 1961)

Song Sparrow 1, opecics identified 15; individuals counted about 126,
(Mrs. J. BE. FitzRandolph, irs. M. Whitehead, W. &. WYhitehead).

Springville, Pictou Co. (Jan. 1, 1962)

Red-breasted Merganser 1, red-tailed Hawk 1, Great Black-backed Gull
29, Herring Gull 100, Belted Kingfisher 1, Hairy Woodpecker 2, Blue
Jay 6, Common Raven 11, Common Crow 74, Black-capped Chickadee 22,
Boreal Chickadee 6, Robin 1, Starling 250, House Sparrow 200, Common
Grackle 3, Lvening Grosbeak 21, Pine Grosbeak 6, Slate-coloured
Junco 2. Spséies identified 18; IHdividuals counted about 758.
(Fred Kenney, Mrs. Fred Kemney, Cicily Tod).

Stewiacke, Colchester Co. (Dec. 27, 1961)
Common Merganser 7/, Bald Zagle 1, Ruffed Grouse 2, Ring-necked
Pheasant 1, Great”Black-backed Gull 5, Hérring Gull 9, Hairy Wood-
pecker 4, Gray Jay 1, Blue Jay 24, Common Raven 12, Common Crow 46,
Black-capped Chickadee 19, Boreal Chickadee 1l4,Red-breasted Nuthatch
19, Golden-crowned Kinglet 7, Starling 290, House Sparrow 162, Brown-
headed Cowbird 44, E%ggigggﬁroqbegg;4, Pine Grosbeak 18, Pine Siskin
American Goldfineh 8, Jhité-winged Crossbill 29; Slate-colour
unco 17, Snow Bunting 120, Species identified 26; individuals .
counted about 819. (Mrs. Donald Annen, Mrs. Raymond Stewart, Mrs.
Jarvis Stewart, Blton Pace and sobert Gibbon).

Wine Harbour, Guysborough Co. (Dec. 24, 1961)

Unidentified ducks 6, unidentified hawk 1, Common Crow 12, Black-
capped Chickadee 10, Borecal Chickadee 9, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 13,
Starling 20, Pine Grosbeak 17, ‘hite-winged Crossbill 10, Slate-
coloured Junco 3, othef“ﬁﬁidentifie&mbirgs 67, Species identified
10; individuals counted about 168. (Gordon MacLeod).

Vlolfville, Kings Co., (Dec. 30, 1961)

Canada Goose 169, Black Duck 302, Green-winged Teal 5, Common Golden=-
eye 23, Whitewinged Scoter 1, Common lerganser 9, Sharp-shinned

Hawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 5, Bald Eagle 1, Pigeon Hawk 1, Ruffed Grouse
3, Grey Partridge 13, Ring-necked Pheasant 17, Great Black-backed
Gull 1%1, Herring Gull 448, Mourning Dove 3, Snowy Owl 1, Flicker 1
Hairy Woodpecker 3, Downy Woodpecker &, Horned Lark 5, Blué Jay 77,
Raven 29, Crow 404, Black-capped Chickadee 102, Boreal Chickadee 14,
White-breasted Nuthatch 12, Red-breasted Nuthatch 12, Brown Crecper
4, Robin 2, Golden-crowned Kinglet 1, Starling 681, Myrtle Warbler,
2, House Sparrow 749, Red-winged Blackbird 1, Cowbird 192, Evening
Grosbeak 179, Purple Finch 2, Pine Grosbeak 83, Pine Siskin 58
GéIdfinch 150, white-winged Crossbill 44, Savannah Sparrow 4, Slate-
coloured Junco 110, Tréé Sparrow 9; White-throated Sparrow 3,

Song Sparrow 25. Species identified 47, individuals counted about
4093. = (S. Bleakney, J. Cameron, J. Brskin (compiler), R. Erskin,

R. Harper, C. MacDonald, E. Mullin, P. Smith, R, @¥. Tufts. Feeding
Stations; Mrs, W. Davidson, Mrs. I. Forbes, Mrs. A. Gill,

Mrs. W. Urban).

Yarmouth (Wyman Rd) Yarmouth Co., (Dec. 31, 1961)

awk, unidentified I, Blue Jay 5, Black-capped Chickadee 6, Brown
Thrasher 1, House Sparrow 12, ilate-coloured Junco 8, Species
identified 5, individuals counted about 3%. (Mrs. B. G. Sollows).

Unusual additional species noted during this period in
addition to those underscored in the Counts,

Vesper Sparrow (Wolfville)

Wood Duck (Stewiacke)

Black-backed 3-toed Woodpecker (Stewiacke)
Mockingbird (Round Hill)

Yellow-breasted Chat (Round Hill)
Peregrine Falcen (Round Hill)

Flicker (Yarmouth)

Great Blue Heron (Indian-Harbour)

Vinter Wren (Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook)

(conttd
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In the above lists, thu outstanding obscrvation was the
occurrence of an Jastern Bluebird In Paradisc, reported by the
Reve J. R. Calder I'raser, and the Jhitmans has having been there
since Dec. 9. The only food it was scen to accept was apples.

Our Compiler notes further that "this seems to have been a
rcasonably good year for most winbter finches, many species haylng
been noted on the counts whose coverage included suitable habitat.
However, Redpolls were notably scerce, being reccorded on one gount
only. Again, this year, Red Crossbills were absent from the FPro-
vince, as, fro the most part they have been for the past 19 to 15
years; probably not more than half-a-dozen individuals having been
seen in that time. All winter finches have the reputation of being
erratic in abundance and ringe. For example, Ivening Grosbeaks
were rarely scen in Nova Scotiz prior to the forties; but are now a
common winter bird here,"

Since Christmas, a number of interesting reports have come
in, which are listed below, and included are some Summer and Fall
observations received too late for the last Newsletter.

Species No. Date Locality Reported by
Summer Tanager 1 June 14/61 Yarmouth Mrs. Verona
Moor
Green Heron 4 Oct.21/61 Yarmduth Mrs. Verona
Moor
Western Kingbird 1 Sept.2/61 Big Interval Dr.J.B.Hardie
Inverness Co.
Towhee 1 Oct. 20/61 Annapolis Elizabeth
Valley Stubbert
fhite-fronted Goose 1 Nov. 3/61 Paradise W.E.Jhitehead

(First record in Nova Scotia - Had been shot) .
Yellow-breasted Chat 1 Dec.17/61 Jollimore, Mrs. 3.0.Monies

(8till around Feb,2lst) Hfx, Co.
Fox Sparrow (several)Dec.17/61 Jollimare, Mrs. S5.0.Monies

(3till around Feb.2lst) Hfx. Co.
Snowy Owl 1 Dac.30/61 Iiddleton Murray Bent
fastern Bluebird 1 Dec.30/61 Pt. Pleasant(Mrs. P, B, F.

Fark(Hfx) Smith
Rusty Blackbird 2 Jarly Yarmouth Clark Higby
(1 male,l female Jan./62
- at feeder)

Hermit Thrush 1 Jan.21l/62 Halifax City V. J. Mills
*Seaside Sparrow 1 Feb.4/62 Lawrencetown ¢. R.K.Allen

Beach-Hfx, Co.)and
L.B.MacPher~

s0n

*This is not only a First Record for Nova

Scotia, but all of Canada, and has beecn

verified by EBarle Godfrey, National Museunm,

Ottawa. Congratulations to Dr. MacPherson

and Mr. Allen,
Towhee 1 Feb.18/62 Chester Winthrop Bell
Towhee 1 Feb,18/62  Annapolis Mr. & Mrs.
) i Royal Ternan
Eowhee 1 Feb.20/62 sherbrooke John Hingloy
Towhee 1 Feb.21/62 Jollimore, Mrs.S.0.Monies

Hfx. Co.




Once again we wish to thank those members who have
written or telephoned to inform us of unusual bird obscrvations.

- These are valuable records, aside from being of great interest to

the other members of the Society.

Since our last mailing, several observers from mainland
Nova Scotia have offered to fill out Bald Hagle winter population
forms. Meny thanks! We would, however, still like to have more
observers from west of the Straits of Canso.

One last item of news is thet our first Junior Group is in
process of formation. An application for affiliation with the
Society has been received from a group of young pcople in Kennsdtcook.
Since our Constitution does not provide for group membership, some
adjustments may have to be made, and a Committee of your Executive
has been set up to study the situation. It is, of course, highly
desirable that everything possible should be done to encourage
Junior groups in the Society, and members will be kept informed of
the progress of hhe Committee.

.
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Volek, No.2

NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY
(Incorporated 1957)

Newsletter June, 1962

In reviewing bird notes and records received from members of the Society sln;e
the appearance of the last Newsletter, general curiosity sbout the appearance of the
cattle egret in Nova Scotia makes this bird worthy of more thaa passing comment.

The editors of Audubon magazine quote “The Handbook of British Birds® as syying
that the cattle egret (Bubulcus ibis ibis) is about 20 inches long; eggs usually
L or 5, pale blue; nests built largely of sticks, in the reeds of swamps, sometlmes
in trees; feeds largely on insects disturbed by grazing cattic, and removes naiy
insect parasites from domestic animais. This is a mediumesized heron, appecring
almost wholly white, though the adult in breeding season has a tuft of buffish
feathers on the crown, buff feathers on the mantle and the breast., The best field
mark is its yellow bill, broader than the dagger-iike bill of the snowy egret, or the
little blue heron - the only two birds for which it might be mistaken. Breeds in
both north and tropical Africa, in Europe only in southern Spuin and Portugel, and In
southwestern Asia. '

In 1930, flocks of cattle egret were reported in South America, in British
Guiana, but it is not certain that these were the first immigrants, and their origin
remains a mystery. According to Haverschmidt (Audubon, Sept.-Oct, 1953), they are
still numerous there, in cattle country, their southern limit in Dutch Guiana. In
195k, two cattle egrets were seen in St, Croix, in the Virgin Islands, and the follow-
ing year, in the same place, a flock of 26 birds wus repurted, Flocks were abserved
in Haiti and in Cuba in 1956; and in the same:year 1,100 nests were counted near lake
Okeechobee, in Florida, by Alexander Sprunt and companions f{Audubon, Nov.-lec. 1956).
Actually, the first cattle egret coilected in the United States was in Massachusetts,
in 1952, but, by 1956, these birds were scattered "from the tip of Tesas to Boston®t:
(David E. Davis, The Auk, October, 1960).

The first Canadian record came from Ontario, May, 1956, and the second, In the
same year, also from Ontario, A cattle egret flew aboard & vessel fishing off the
Grand Banks of Newfoundland, in 1952, but since the vessel was 200 miles offshore, the
Ontario records are considered first for the mainland of Canada.

What is believed to be the first known occurrence of the cattle egret in Nova
Scotia took place on November 23, 1957, at East Szble River, Shelburne County. A
careful observation of this bird was made by Mrs, Frank Ciraig, of that place., n
December 10, 1957, Benjamin F, Smith, keeper of the light on Cape Sabiz, coilected a
cattle egret that appeared there, The specimen was deposited in the Nova Scotia
Museum of Science, Halifax, and is the first Nova Scotis specimen of the cattie egret.
It is possible that the egret seen by Mrs, Craig on November £3 and the one colilected
by Mr, Smith on December 10 were the same bird,

On April 28, 1961, Mrs, Evelyn M, Richardsor. found on Bon Portage Island, on
which she resides, the skeleton and some plumage of a cattle egret. Three other birds
that mzy have been cattle egrets were reported soon afterwerd by various observers in
Shelburne County.

A bird that was almost certainly a cattle egret was seen by various people in the
aréa between Central Chebogue and the south end of Yarmouth Town on May 1, 2, and 3,
1962, and on May 20, A bird that was probzbly a cattle egret was cbserved In Louis
Head, Shelburne County, on Mzy 10, 1962,

A bird that is believed to have been = cattle egret was reported near Lower
Wedgeport, Yarmouth County, on May 31, 1962, On the following day, Lt. Col. J. Israel
lzotlgier saw this bird at a little distance and, on June 3, he succeeded in cbserving

t in detail,

Mr, Robie W, Tufts reports that 2 cattle egrets were seen z mumber of times in
early May, 19_62, at Avonport, Kings County, and that another bird of this species was
seen at Upper Granville, Annapolis County, at szbout the same time,
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For fuli and authoritative information zbout the cattle egret, members are
referred to "The Spread of the Cattle Egret®; by Alexander Sprunt, Smithsonian
Report, 195L4s 259-276,

The Editor wishes to thank those menmbers of the Society who have sent in
records of early and otherwise unusual observations of birds, simce the last
publication of the Newsletter, Such records are preserved for future reference,
and, in this connection, menmbers should know that these records are available for
study. In particular, we are fortunate in having from Mr, J, S. Erskine, of
Wolfville, a cumulative bird count from 1948 to 1962, in his vicinity. Also, we
have Captain E, Holdwayt!s record of birds seen at Pictou, and at Woed Island,
P.E.I., for the year 1961,

In the list following, # indicates further comment below.

Species No. Date Locality Reported by
- 1962
Red=throated loon 1 Yay 5 Cole Hbro-aChezzeié%%%k C.R.K. Alien
Red=-necked grebe 1 May L Lawrencetown, Hfx, Co, C.R.K. Ailen and
oBo Macpherson

b " " 37 Apr. 7 " LoB. Macpherson
Double=crested L3 Apr.23 Arcadia, Yarmouth Co. C.R.K, Allen

cormorant '

" n " 10 Apr,30 Eastern Shore, Hfx, Co., L.B, Macpherson
Great blue heron 1 All winter Digby Mr.znd Mrs., Gray

1" " it 1 Mar .29 Coie Hbr,.-Chezzetcock L.B. Macpherson
and C.R.K. Allen

Bittern 1 Apr. 7 Cole Harbour LeoB, Macpherson
Cattle egret 1 Mzy 1-20 Yarmouth Mrs,.Waiter Perry

u " 1 May 7 # Mr, and Mrs. Higby

" " 1 May 31 Lower Wedgeport I, Pothier
Glossy ibis 1 May 16 Caledonia Philip Smith
Canada goose 900+ Mar,17 Cole Hbr,~Chezzetcook CoR.K. Allen and

L.B. Macpherson

" L] 1800+ Mar.19 I % 2 a ]

n ] 2000 Apr, 1 a w o ® 0 w
Toeoom 1 rf(tzteg @ w u C.R.K. Alien
Pintail 2 Mar.29 @ oon @ L.B. Macpherson

N and C.R.K. Allen
Green-winged teal 11 Apr, 1 W ] I T ]
Blue-winged teal 20 May S LI " C.R.K, Alien
Baldpate 3 May 9 ioon o [ ®
Redhead - 1 mide ' Bon Portage Island Mrs, E. Richardson
(1 welgg

signlan |



Species

Ring-necked duck

Scaup

Barrow!s goldeneye

Common scoter

n n

Surf scoter

Common merganser
Turkey vulture

#Bald Eagle

Red=-shouldered hawk
] w L

Osprey

Sparrow hawk
#Hungarian partridge

Killdeer

Piping plover

Black-bellied plover

oodcock

" -

Ruffed grouse
Semi=palmated plover

Common snipe

No. Date
1562
9 Apr. 1l
300 Mar.10
500 Apr. 1
1 Feb,28
16 Mar,.17
500 May 5
500+ May 5
38 Mar,10
1 Mar, 1
2 since Feb,

1 Mar. 1
2 Mar.20
2 Mar,30
1 Apr. 9
1 Feb.21
1 Apr. 3
1 Feb,21
1 May 5
3  Apr.30
1 Apr.3
1 May 1
b ppr.dh
1 Apr. 7
1 Mar.26
1 Apr, 2
(doing night
2 Mxy 5
2 May 5
2 Apr.23

-3 a

Locality

Cole Hbr.~Chezzetcook

Three Fathom Hbr.,Hfx.Co.

Cole Hbr.-Chezzetcook

Shot at Shinimicas,
near Amherst

Lower Wedgeport

(1 all winter)

Yarmouth County

Cowie Falls, Queens Co.
Stormont, Guys. Co.
Round Hill, Anna. Co.
Lower Wedgeport

Cole Hbr,=~Chezzetcook
Lower Wedgeport

Round Hill

Eastern St}ore

Cole Hbr,=Chezzetcook

Cape Sable

Cole Hbr.=Chezzetcook
n " "

Halifax (city)

Lower Wedgeport
flight)

Cole Hbr,=Chezzetcook

L n L]

Arcadia, Yarmouth Co,

Sy

Reported By

L.B. Macpherson
and C.R.K. Allen

LU ] ] n

J.A. McCarter and
L.B., Macpherson

C.,R.K. Allen

JoA. McCarter and
L.B. Macpherson

noon "
C.R.K. Allen

L.B. Macpherson
and C.R.K. Allen

Evelyn Lowerison
I. Pothier

J. B. Ternan

R. W. lLavender
A. B, Hodgson
¥W. E. Whitehead
I, Pothier
Ronald Dicks
I, Pothier
W. E. Whitehead (
L.B. Macpherson
Ronald Dicks

Mr.and Mrs.S.Smith
L.B. Macpherson
L.B. Macpherson

D. Anderson

I. Pothier

C.R.K. Allen .

] w
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Species No.
Willet 10+
" 25
Greater yellowlegs 2
Sanderling 2
Tern (sp.) 1
n n 300+

Black-billéd cuckoo 1

n n n 1
Whip=poor=will 1
Nighthzwk
Chimney swift 1
Hummingbird 1
Flicker 1

" 1
Yellow-bellied 1

sapsucker

Eastern kingbird 1
Western kingbird 1
Eastern phoebe 1
Least flycatcher 1
Tree swallow 1

L L

" " 50+

u " 50+
Barn Swallow 1

u " 2
House wren 1
leinter wren 1
Mockingbird 1

" - 2o0r3
Brown thrasher 1

|3 n 1

" " .

n " 1

'DI%;
Apr.27
May 5
Apr, 7
Apr.1h
Apr.27
Mzy L
Jun. 1
Jun. 3
May 29
May 26
May 17
May 18
all winter
Mar,15

Apr.27

Mar.13
Feb,20-23
Apr.23
May 19
Apr.21
Apr.22
Apr .29
Apr.30
Apr.23
Apr.29
Feb,12
Bpr,15
all winter
n n
Feb,19

Apr.25-
May 23

early May
May L

wl -
Locality
Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co.
Cole Hbr.=Chezzetcook

Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co.
Lower Wedgeport
Bedford, Halifax Co.
Rockingham, Halifax Co.
Bedford, Halifax Co.
Round Hill, Anna. Co.

Digby
White Point, Queens Co,
Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co,

Round Hill, Anna. Co.
Sable River, Shel. Co.
Bon Portage Island

Round Hill, Anna. Co.

" n n "

Tusket area, Yarmouth Co,

Liverpool

Near Tangier, Halifax Co.

Tusket, Yarmouth Co.

Round Hill, Anna, Co.

Brooklyn, Queens Co.

N.E. lake, Halifax Co.
Halifax (city)

Near Liverpool

Lower Wedgeport

Bon Portage Island

Halifax (city)
Cape Sable

e

e

Reported by
C.R.K. Allen

" 1]

L.B. Macpherson
] "

C.R.K, Allen

I. Pothier

Mrs. V. Chisholm

Mrs. A. Coffill

Mrs, V. Chisholnm

W. E. Whitehead

n L

" n®

Mr, and Mrs. Gray
Mrs, Doggett
C.R.K. Allen

W.E, Whitehead
Mrs. D. Harlow
Mrs. E. Richardson
W.E. Whitehead

" n
C.R.K. Allen

n it
L.B. Macpherson
C.R.K, Allen
W.E., Whitehead
R. Lavender
L.B. Macpherson
Mr, and Mrs, Torey
Mrs, A.M. Ryan
I. Pothier

Mrs. E, Richardson

D, .Ward
Mr.and Mrs. S. Smith




Hermit thrush

n "

Ruby=-crowned kinglet 15+

#Waawings
Red=-eyed vireo
Yellow warbler
Myrtle warbler

" n
] "
Chestnut-sided
warbler

Bay=breaster warbler

- Palm warbler
Yellowthroat
American redstart

Red=winged blackbird

n n L]

Common grackle

Scarlet tanager

un n
Summer tanager
Rosewbreasted grosbe:
Blue grosbeak
Indigo bunting "

L] L]

n "

Red crossb'ill

May 25-28 Rockingham, Halifax Co.

No. Date
2,  Mar.25
250 Apr, 1
2 May S
1 May i
May 5
1 May 23
"1 May 13
2 Apr,22
2 Apr.22
9 Apr.29
1 May 20
2 May 2L
May 30
(+ 3 days)
1 May 2
1 May 31
2 May 22
6 Mar.19
43 Apr. 1
15 May 17
2 May 12
1 May 23
1(M) Apr. 3
ak 3
1 Apr.29
1 Apr.27
1

-5

Cole Hbr.~Chezzetcook

Round Hill, Anna. Co,

Cole Hbr,.=Chezzetcook

Round Hill, Anna. Co.

n " n n

Tusket, Yarmouth Co.

N.E. Lake, Halifax Co.

Round Hill, Anna. Co,

Dartmouth

Round Hill, Anna. Co.

Rockingham, Halifax Co.

Round Hill, Anna. Co.
Caledonia, Queens Co.
Round Hill, Anna. Co.
Annapolis

Cole Hbr,.-Chezzetcook

Dartmouth

Brier Island, Digby Co.

Bon Portage Island

Digby '

Sable River, Shel, Co.

Bon Portage Island

May 23-25 Middle Ohio, Shel. Co.

1 (pair)May 31 Bon Portage Island

12+

May 15-26 Liverpool

Re; ed b
L;B. Macpherson
and C.R.K. Allen

J.A. McCarter and
L.B. Macpherson

C.R.K. Allen
W.E, ¥hitehead

C.R.K. Allen

W.E. Whitehead
" "

C.R.K. Allen
L.B. Macpherson

W.E. Whitehead

P. Dobson
W.E. Whitehead
Mrs, A, Coffill

W.E. Whitehead
Mrs, E. Smith
W.E. Whitehead
J.B. Ternan

J.&. McCarter and
L.B. Macpherson

L.B. Macpherson
and C.R,K. Allen

Mrs, W. Lent

Mrs. E. Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Gray
Mrs. A. Coffill

Mr. and Mrs. N. Dash
Mrs. E. Richardson
Mrs. Earle MacKay
Mrs. E. Richarc{son
Mrs. A. M. Ryan




Species No.
Rufous-sided towhee 1
" " n (M)
(in
n n n 1

Savannsh sparrow 1

Sharp-tailed sparrow 1
Vesper sparrow 3
White=crowned sparrow 1

Fox sparrow (in song) 2
" " 70
Song sparrow 3
u n L7
Lapland longspur 1
##Chestnut-collared
longspur  1(1)

##(A first for Nova Scotia)

b«

Date Locality

%2
Apr.2l

Jan.=May Pictou
song May 1)

gll winter Annapolis

Cape Szble; Shel, Co,

Mar,29 Cole Hbr.<Chezzetcovk
Feb, L f®t ] w
Feb. L it [ n

early May Halifax (city)

Mar,31 Waverley, Halifax Co.
Apr, 1 Cole=Hbr ,=Chezzetcook
Mar,27 Round Hill, Anna. Co.
Mar,27 Cole Hbr.-Chezzetcook

Mar .2l woon n

May 29=Jun.l Bon Portage Island

Reported

Mr. and Mrs.S.Smith
E, Holdway

J.Bo. Ternan

L.B. Macpherson
and C.R.K. Allen

®w o n n o
i nn n "
D, Ward

L.B, Macpherson

L.B. Macpherson
and J.A. McCarter

W.E. Whitehead

L.B. Macpherson
and J.A. McCarter

R, Dicks

Mrs, E. Richardson

For the commoner birds in the above list, only the earliest arrival dates

have been recorded.

We regret the many omissions we were forced to make.

Follow=

ing are a few notes and comments received from correspondentss

Mr, J. S. Erskine, of Wolfville, saw "a Red=throated loon on Lumsden Dam,
Black River, on the 10th December, 1961, a Kingfisher on the Gaspereau River on
the 2nd December, 1961.....2 Bohemian wéxwiag - part of the vanguard of that

eastern invasion of the species
during the winter, twice males and three times females,

s year,

crowned kinglets and Tree sparrows were reasonably scarce.
unusually sbundant for a spell before the January snows and then disappeared.

Bald e_iagles were at lowest ebb for six years.
s but these included both adults and young.

at a

igeon hawks were...... abundant, five
On the other hand, Golden-
Lapland longspurs were

Never more than one eagle was seen
The reason for this is not

necessarily a decline in the eagle population but rather that the co-operative
poultry packing plant has found a market for offal and no longer throws it into

the river.

Noisy Robins were zbundant = at least, 10 « in Stirling!s marsh on

18th March,....and two Song sparrows were singing there, though this last record

may not be significant as song sparrows have been there occasionally throughout

the winter,.,..Starlings here are changing their habits and invading the salt-

marshes in winter, seemingly displacing the 'horned larks....During the early part
* of the winter we had only Pine siskins; during the latter half, only Redpolls.®

Captain Eric Holdway, of Pictou, says:

") flock of 8 Hungarian Partridge

survived the winter until the fields were finally clear of SnOW....lhere was an
increase in muber of Woodcock on the regular mating area.
during late twilight on April Lth indicated 7 birds, April 21st = 10 birds, during
which some were cbserved in nuptial flight....A flock of 2l Cedar waxwings

wintered in Pictou from January 2Lth to April 2nd.....A floc

A singing ground count

ohenian waxwings,
6 birds joined the cedar waxwings from March Tth to 26th,....Thereatter these
birds remained separate, increasing as follows: March 31st = 10, April Lth = 3k,

April 6th = 16, and April 12th - 2,

The abundance of Hawthorn in this area prob-

ably accounts for the waxwings, and also supported a flock of 30 Robins, all




- -

- winter. April 15th, for one day only, an albino Rabin, completely white except
. for a full robin-red breast.,..feeding with other robins and very wary, and an
attempt to photograph in color was impossible,,.."

Speaking of Cedar waxwings, Mrs, A. Coffill, of Rockingham, Halifax County,
says a flock of 8 To 10 of these birds has nested in her hedge for the past two
years, "getting sheep!s wool which I tie out for them for their nests, Today, I

. noticed the Purple finches also like the wocl, as they were carrying it away =

apparently, for building.®

Catbirds, which have nested in Mr, Dick Ward'!s garden, in Halifax, for
15 years, consecutively, established an early record by arriving on May 16th this
year.,

Dr. Harrison Lewis writes of the Chestnut-collared longspur which repeatedly
visited Mrs. Richardson!s yard, on Bon Portage Island, in late May, that this bird
"has not previously been recorded in Nova Scotia. The nearest record is that of
a male that was collected on a small island in the Grand Manan Archipelago, New
Brunswick, on June 2, 1914,

At the last executive meeting of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, it was
decided to hold the Annual Summer Field trip in Colchester County, in honour of ..
the Truro Branch of the Society. Notice of the trip is enclosed with this mailing,

County Field Days are in process of planning in Annapolis-Digby, and in
& Yarmouth Counties. Dr, Lewis has undertaken to arrange a Field trip in Shelburne=
Queens, and Mr. C, R. K. Allen, a late summer "shore~bird" day for Halifax County.

The Editor wishes everyone the best of luck for the summer, bird watching,

and looks forward to receiving accounts full of incident and interest, for future
publication,

sy



Nova SCOTI1IA BIRED SOCZETY
i {Tmcerprrased 1957)

Newsletter ~ Novenber, 1962

At the Annsl Meebing of thz Nova Scetinm Bird Society, held on November 23rd,
the President, Dr. Harrisco F. Lewis precented to Mr, Robie Tufts an illuminated scroll,
as a testimonial expreseing o appreciation of hie effurts on behaif of the Society,

of which he was the first Pregidert. The scroll alse embodled owr wish to pay tribute
to Mr, Tufts for hile great wontribubtion to students of birds in Nova Scotis, and else=
where, by the preparation and publicstion of is fine bock, ¥The Birds of Nova Scotia®,

During the meeting, the folluwing Notise of Motium to amend the Constitution
was brought in by Miss Ethel Crathoene, Membership Sesrelnrys

Netdice of AMENDMENT

WHEREAS there i@ ne apezsial provisizn in the Constitution of the
Nova Scotia Bird Suciety for the Imsiusion of junicr members or groups,

THEREFCRE BE IT RESOLVED that Artinie 3 of the Constitution be amended
by addition of the following provizione

THAT IS 70 SAY, in the event a group of at least six persons of the
age of fifteen years or less apply to form a specizl junior group
within the Newa Scotia Bird Society. then the Society shall recognize
the group as one menber of the Scciety, enjoying the rights and mrivie
leges of guch member, znd paying the annual merbership feey if the
Jjunior gromp falils, for a continuous period of one year, to maintain
a menbership of at least six persons, its special status shall terminate.

>
(4
e

There have been inguiries zbout the formatinn of junior groups, but the
present Constitution of the Society does not make provision for such an arrangement,
and it seems to many of us highly desirsble that it shomld do so, The matter will be
discussed at the next mmusl mzeting.

Folluwing the business meeting, Dr. Gurrett Clough, of Dalhousie University,
gave a talk o celomisl behavieg patterns among birde, with the Herring Gull as an
example, Dr. Clough puintzd ot that certain displuyy activities of birds are rituals
which make life ix &z wolony pessible. For example, threatening postures frequently
serve to byepass achusl physiosl combal, over foud or in the protecticn of nests,

Dr. Clough and his wife d e young gull, and found that it instinctively kmew many
of the correct atilitwdes, 24 in a somewhat radimentury form. Mrs, Cloughls clever
lire drawings were used to lilustrate the lecture, nlong with some very beautiful

colour slides takern ab the Fastern Shore Bird Sanstwary,

Officers of thz Nowva Scotia Bird Sosiety elested for 1962-1963 ares
Presidert ~ Rev, J, R, Culder Fraser,
Bridget wm, Anmapolis Courty, N. S,
= IDvr, L, B, Muspherson,
G057 Fraser Strezt, Halifax, N. S.
Mizg Sylivim Fullerton,
3055 lawkaow Street, Halifax, N. S.
o Mr:s}» Jo Wo Dbsor,
iubly Seymerar Strest, Halifax, N. S.
Mr. R. A. Kanigsberg, Q.C., Halifax, N. S.
¥ro. Fo 4. lane, Halifax, N, S.

Vive=Fresidesi,
Secretary-Treasurer
Edltor

Honorary Soliaitor -
Asditor a*

B e L T

oo etnb
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. Dr. E. C. Smith, Head of the Department of Biology of Acadia University,
writes as follows: .

mAcadia University initiated a graduate program in Wildlife Management
during the 1961-1962 session. This program includes courses in conservation,
game management and ornithology, and leads to a M.Sc. degree in Biology with
a concentration in Wildlife Management. The courses in ornithology, conser=
vation and mammalogy are open to undergraduate students. This venture, the
first of its kind in the Atlantic Provinces, has been followed with keen
interest by members of the Bird Society among other conservationists.

wSatisfactory quarters have been provided by the University for the
conduct of lectures and laboratories, but special rboms are needed to accom=
modate the growing collection of birds and mammals, and to house the graduate
students and others particularly concerned with these collections. Plans
include setting up a Wildlife Management Laboratory on one floor of the fire-
proof building allocated for the purpose by the University. Funds are needed
to purchase insect and dust-proof specimens, storage cases, and to provide a
preparation room with dissecting microscopes and other standard equipment.

WThe Executive of your Society feels that there will be those among the
members who will wish to contribute to a cause such as this. All who do so
will be helping to train young Canadians in the conservation and management of
our wildlife resources.”

THE FCREGOING LETTER IS FQR THE INFORMATIQN OF ALL MEMBERS CF THE NOVA
SCOTIA BIRD SQCIETY, THOSE WHO WISH TO MAKE A DQNATIQU SHOULD SEND IT TO WILDLIFE
" MANAGEMENT FUND, c/o ACADIA UNIVERSITY, WOLFVILLE, NOVA SCOTIA. THEY WILL RECEIVE
A RECEIPT FCR INCCME TAX PURPOSES,

e e o 0 0y o o >

. A DAY ON LAKE OKEECH(BEE, FLCRIDA
T. F, T, Morland

Early in April of 1962, a friend and I decided that before leaving
Florida we should add to our life=lists the extremely elusive Everglade Kite
(Rostrhamus sociabilis). This species has the invidious distinction of being one
of the rarest in North America, in company with the Ivory-billed Woodpecker,
Eskimo Curlew, California Condor and Whooping Crane. It is doubtful whether more
than 20 of them are alive today, and these are confined to one corner of Lake
Okeechabee in southecentral Florida, where they feed solely on large fresh=water
snails which live on the stems of reeds standing in the shallow water, '

We made inquiries of a number of birding friends and of officials of
the local Audubon Society, who sent us to Lakeport, on the west side of the lake,
to a fishing camp operated by a Mr, Thayer Stem. This gentleman had acted as a
guide to a number of parties who wished to see the kites, and some years ago,
assisted in a project for filming them at their nesting sites., A few days later,
we left his camp at half past eight in the morning in an outboard boat, moving
slowly down a dredged channel through the swamps and marshes which border the
lake for several miles. This area was alive with birds, which paid little
attention to the noise of our engine; amongst many others, we were able to
ident ify Anhinga, Least Bittern, Gallinule, Coot, Blackw-necked Stilt, Limpkin,
Glossy Ibis and Wood Ibis, as well as the majority of the menbers of the Heron
and Egret familie$, We soon reached open water and increased speed to cover the
10 miles or so to the areas in which Mr. Stem expected the kites to be feeding.
On the way, we spied a group of large white birds resting on the water, and
altered course to have a look at them. It was a flock of several hundred White
Pelican, which took off and then circled low over the boat. One of the largest
of North American birds, with a wing spread of éight to nine feet, pure white

Ry
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with black wing tips and huge orange bill, it was a glorious sight as they

- ‘wheeled and shone in the brilliant sunshine. Unfortunately, I had stowed my camera
away in a bag to protect it from the flying spray, so I missed an outstanding
picturel !

For the rest of the morning, we patrolled slowly along patches of reed
and between small islands, until we began to think that we had missed owr birds.
Thayer, who had eyes like a hawk himself, finally saw what he thought was a kite
some half mile away. Moving to intercept it as it slowly quartered a large area
of marsh he cut the engine and we glided silently in among the reeds, right in its
path., As it came closer it looked somewhat like a Marsh Hawk with a shorter and
squarer tail, this resemblance being heightened by the distinctive white patch
across the base of the tail, The black and dark gray of its coloring indicated
that it was an adult male, and as it passed some thirty feet over the top of us, its
head held dowrsrards as it searched for its prey, the long strongly hooked bill was
clearly visible, This bill is used for extracting the meat of the snail from its
shell, a feat usually accomplished without even cracking the shell.

The Everglade Kite is now fully protected but it has probably reached the
tpoint of no return®, ‘lake Okeechobee, one of the largest lakes in the U.S.A, with
a diameter of some 35 miles, has been given to bursting its banks in the rainy
season, flooding many square miles of rich agricultural land., For this reason, a
huge project is now under way to build high retaining levees around its shores,
resulting in the draining and clearing of many of the marshes., What effect this
will have on the population of the Pomacea snail, the only food of the kite, is not
known, but it seems likely that one more attractive species is doomed to extinction
in the name of “progress",

mon e somo s s mama o0

< The Provincial Field Day of the Nova Scotia Bird Society was held as planned,

on June 30th, and covered part of Route 11 (Truro-Tatamagouche), near Truro., Dr. Harrison
F. Lewis acted as leader, the weather was clement, and some 50 species were noted. It was
late in the season, and many birds had stopped singing, but the members of the Society
who took part felt it was a satisfactory trip, and well worth the effort, '

The County Field Days were more representative of this summer!s weather, being
cold and very wet, WNevertheless at 7:00 a.m., on July Lth, Society merbers from Digby and
Annapolis Counties met at Bridgetown, and under the leadership of Rev. J. R, Calder Fraser,
spent three hours hunting birds on the South Mountain, followed by a further exploration
of the North Mountain. By noon, it was raining so heavily, the trip was discontinued.
Twenty people took part, and 53 species were noted.

The Halifax County Field Day, September 2%9h, was equally unfavourzble as to
weather, raining continually from start to finish. However, 16 people arrived at the
rendezvous, including two brave visitors - Mr. and Mrs, Brennan - from the Quebec Society,
and the day was spent along the shore from Lawrencetown Beach to Chezzetcook. In all,

» 3L ip:gies were noted, outstanding being the European Widgeon. Mr. C. R. Ko Allen acted
as leader,

0t o s s 00 S e
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BIRD NCTES AND CQMMENTS

The following observations have been contributed by, and are for the information
of, members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society. Deadlines for contributions to the Newsletter
are hereafter to be mid=October, the first week in March, and the first week in June:

Greater Shearwater Early June to late August, seen regularly while sailing off-

Sooty Shearwater shore between Liscombe and Cape Sable, 10 to 15 at a time,
up to 100 in a day, sbout three-quarters being Greater
Shearwater.

T. Fe Te Morland.

Fulmar June 21, Near Brier Island =~ 3. Mrs. W. Lent.
July 1., Three miles off Port Mouton - 1, T. F. T. Morland.
July 10. Three niles off laHave River = 2. T. F. T, Morland.

Leach's Petrel During July. Off-shore Port Mouton and LaHave, as above,
up to 25 per day - T. F. T. Morland,

July 7. Abercrombie, Pictou County =~ 3. R. Dicks.

Wilson's Petrel ' Same dates and places as Capt, Morland!s reports above for
Leach's Petrel =~ never more than 10 in a day.

T. F. T. Morland.
July 7. Pugwash = 10 or 11, - E. Crathorne

White~tailed Tropic Bird Two (found dead) a few days after Octcber Tth (when Hurricane
"Daisy" struck Nova Scotia), one on Brier Island, sent by

W. Lent to the N, S; Museum of Sciencej the other found on the
shore of Cape Sable, sent by Mr, and Mrs. S. Smith to the
National Museum of Canada, Ottawa. There are two previous
records for this species in Nova Scotia « one found near
Wolfville and one near Shubenacadie.

Great Blue Heron September 8 and September 22. A concentration of these birds
noted at Cole Harbour, Halifax County = 135 and 147 respective-
ly on above dates.

L. B. Macpherson and C, R. K. Allen.

Cattle Egret May 20-27, Farm at West Brook, Curberland County = 1,
frequently seen and well described. D. Lawson
May 28, Pond by the Truro-Windsor highway near Windsor - 1,
well seen and described. C. Tod.
July 5. Annapolis Royal marsh - 1, carefully described.
J. Johnson.
Snowy Egret August 22. Charlesville, Shelburne County = 1, seen in very

good light, Great Blue Heron in background to compare size.
Yellow feet seen very distinctly when in flight.

S. W. and P. Hemeon,

Litfle Blue Heron August 11, Evangeline Beach - 2 (adult). Identification
approved by Mr. Tufts. E. Crathorne.

August 30, Near Yarmouth town - 1, immature. )
Bruce Menchions and C. R. K. Allen.
August 31, Eel Brook, Yarmouth County = 1, adult.
Bruce Menchions and C. R. K. Allen,

September 8, Chezzetcook Range « 1, immature.
L. B. Macpherson and C. R. K. Allen.

-
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Yellow=crowned Night Heron

Least Bittern

Green=winged Teal

Blue-winged Teal

European Widgeon

Turkey Vulture

Peregrine Falcon

Sparrow Hawk

Coot

Golden Plover

Solitary Sandpiper

Willet

Lesser Yellowlegs

November, 1962

August 11. Cape Szble, Shelburne County =~ 1, adult.
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith.

August 13, Nyanza, Cape Breton = 1. First Cape Breton
record, A. J. Erskine.

Fewer broods were noted than in 1960 or 19%1.
A. J. Erskine,

Abundance - zbout the same as in 1961, more than in 1960.
A, J, Erskine.

Septerber 22. lawrencetown Pond, Halifax County = 1.
L. B. Macpherson.

The same bird (probably) noted on several occasions around
this time by C. R. K. Allen and others., Peterson calls it
a "rare visitor to North America®, .
Mugust L. Tiverton, Dighy County = 1.
Mry and Mrss Ho F, Kuch and Mrsand Mrs,Griffin,
August 29, Lower Argyle, Yarmouth County = 1. I
Bruce Menchions and C. R. K. Allen.
September 1. Ohio, Yarmouth County - 1.
Bruce Menchions and C. R. K. Allen, *’
September 7. Round Hill, Annapolis County « 1. A very

tired bird, watched preening and resting, from close range
for 1% hours. W. E. Whitehead,

September 16, A movement of these birds was noted through
Halifax County. L. B. Macpherson.

August 13. Baddeck «~ one bird in flight, either a Coot
or a Common Gallinule, probably the latter; in either case,
it would be a first record for Cape Breton.

A, J. Erskine,
September 1, Seaforth, Halifax County - 1. R, Dicks.
Novenber 18. East Lawrencetown, Halifax County = 1,
L. B, Macpherson and C. R. K. Allen.

August 26. Uear Amherst, 25 to 27.
E, Lowerison and A. Fox.

This and other cbservations suggest that these birds are on
the increase,

July 20, Wear Scotsville - 1 (early?). Regularly since
then in habitat, A. J, Erskine.

Octcber 2., Round Hill, Annapolis County = 1 (late).
W. E, Whitehead,

July L, Antigonish - 1. (Date first noted, regularly
since July 30.) A. J. Erskine,

.
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Knot

White=rumped Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

Dunlin
Stilt Sandpiper

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Marbled Godwit

Hudsonian Godwit

Sanderling
Black~headed Gull

Davekie

Puffin

Mourning Dove

Yellow=billed Cuckoo

November, 1962

September 1. Lawrencetown, Halifax County - 3. R. Dicks,
Septenber 8, Cole Harbour, Halifax County ~ 1h.
L. B, Macpherson and C, R. K. Allen,

August 13, Nyanza. Date first noted.  A. J. Erskine,

July 22, Lawrencetown, Halifax County, a migration peak of
these birds (flocks of 50 and 70}, L. B, Macpherson,

October 8. Lawrencetown, Halifax County = L. R. Dicks.

August 13, Chezzetcook Range - 2 (together).
L. B, Macpherson,
Septerber 8, Three~fathom Harbour, Halifax County - 1.
L. B. Macpherson and C, R. K. Allen.
This bird is very rare. These are the 5th and 6th
abservations for Nova Scotia., They were seen at 50 yards
with a telescope, and one of the birds (August 13) still had

considerzble barring on under parts, and rusty head patch
(breeding plumage).

Séptenﬂaer 8. Lawrencetown area = a migration peak (flocks
of 50, 100, 50) of these birds., L. B. Macpherson,

August 13. Bartlett's Beach, Digby County - 1.
E. D. H. Johnson,

August 2l and 25, Bartlett!s Beach, Digby County = 1.
Probably the same bird. Well cbserved.

S. W. and P, Hemeon.
August 27, Bartlett!s Beach, Digby County - 1. J. C. Higby.

Septenber 29, and following days. Cape Szble, Shelburne
County = several, up to a maximm of 25,

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith.

July 12, ¥%The usual place at Smith Point, north of Wallace,
and, later, at Creignish, Cape Breton = 30.% A, J. Erskine.

September 22, Chezzetcook Range = 1, largely in spring
plumage., L. B, Macpherson and C, R. K. Allen.

August 1y, At Pomquet Beach < 8 (early). A. Jo Erskine,
September 16, Lawrencetown, Halifax County - 2 (adults),
and, subsequently, up to 8. They will be in evidence there
until April. L. B, Macpherson.

July 2, Mshone Bay - 1 (early). T.F., T. Morland.

Novenber 12, Round Hill, Annapolis County = 1, found on
highway, uninjured. W, E. Vhitechead.

July 8, Five miles off Sable River = 2., T, F, T. Morland,

Numbers of summer and fall reports suggest that this species
is still on the increase in Nova Scotia.

November 2. Cape Szble, Shelburne County = 2, found dead,
by Sherill Anne Symonds, aged 8 years, Reported by
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, .

st
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Snowy Owl

Nighthawk

Chimney Swift

Ruby=throated Hummingbird

Western Kingbird

Phoebe

Wood Pewee

Olive=sided Flycatcher

Tree Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Purple Martin

November, 1962

August 26, Ciboux Island, Cape Breton = 1.
Mr. and Mrs. H, F. Kuch and
Mr, and Mrs, Griffin.

August 27-28. Round Hill, Annapolis County = over 70
birds, congregating. W. E. Whitehead.

July 27. At 8:00 a.m., "several hundred were emerging from
chimney of Acadia Engine Company, at Bridgewater," (Some-
thing one could, but prabably seldom would, see. Editor).

T. Fo To Morland.

Reported as scarce this year, particularly by E. E. Lowerison.
September 7. Round Hill, Amnapolis County - 1 (late).
W. E. Whitehead.

Septenber 8, West Lawrencetown, Halifax County < 1.

R, Dichks,
October 10, Queensland, Halifax County - 1. C.R.K. Allen.
Novenber 28. Head of Chezzetcook, Halifax County - 1.

C. R. K. Allen,

June 10. Oakland, Lunerburg County = 2, both seen and
heard, . T. F. T. Morland, **

Septenber 22, Westphal, Halifax County = 3, definite.
One of them "called" several times, This is late.

L. B, Macpherson,

September 16, Lawrencetown, Halifax County = 1 (late).
L. B, Macpherson.

August 31. Beaver River, Digby County - a large
congregation of immatures, 500 = 1000. C. R. K. Allen,

September 22, Lawrencetown Beach, Halifax County - L (late)
L. B, Macpherson and C., R. K. Allen,

“"Commenced building their nests on May 23rd, on the eave of
a barn at Bass River, Colchester County, and occupied the
nests for two or three weeks; but, on July 2nd, it was
noted that all four nests had been taken over by sparrows,
stuffed with straw, and the swallows nowhere to be found."

'Se We-and P, Hemeon,

September 25, Round Hill, Annapolis County = 1. One of
the few seen in 1962; Local nesting site deserted.

‘W, E. Whitehead.

May 7. Amherst = 15+, "The Purple Martins seem to have
survived the summer quite well, I saw the last ones about
August 27. Next year, Mr, Fox and I are going to look
after this colony, as Mrs., Black.,.....will not be zble to
Carry ON.......Seeing that the houses are properly cleaned
and taken care of, We both intend erecting houses of our

1t
oum. E. E. Lowerison.
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Blue Jay

Red-breasted Muthatch

Mockingbird

Catbird
Brown Thrasher

Robin

Hermit Thrush

Olive=backed Thrush

Eastern Bluebird

Golden=crowned Kinglet

Cedar Waxwing

Prothonotary Warbler

Novesber, 1962

July 16, Halifax (City), the good intentions of Mr, Harold
Hathaway were rudely rewarded when, in attempting to rescue
a fledgeling jay from traffic, he was attacked by both
screaming parents and had to seek refuge indoors, bileeding
from scalp wounds. The angry parent birds then transferred
their attentions to Mr. Hathaway's setter, which had to be
rescued and housed, Mr. Hathway was considerably amused,
but found it an alarming experience. (Ed.)

Round Hill, Annapolis County, Of common occurrence during
the winter, 1961-62, Wone seen since April, 192.

W, E. Whitehead.

November li. Rockingham, Halifax County = 1., Feeding on
the ground, on & hawthorn tree, and multiflora rose hedge.
Still around at latest report. Mrs, A, Coffill.

November 25. Halifax (City) = 1. Dick Ward.

September 26. Round Hill, Amnapolis County = 1 (late).
W. E. Whitehead,

September 17, Cape Sable, Shelburne County - 1.
Benjamin F. Smith,

WHave fully recovered from the slump in 1960, All through
June, this year, -there have been small groups of 3 or L,
apparently without breeding territories and behaving in the
rather wild manner of first migrants seen in August-September.
Has anyone else noticed this?® T. F, T, Morland.

#In this area (Indian Point, Lunerburg County) have fully
recovered in mmbers from slump in 1960.* T, F. T, Morland.

Octaber 9. Round Hill, Annapolis County « 1 (late),
W, E. Whitehead,

Novenber 28, Meagher's Grant, Halifax County - 1 (late).
C. R, K. Allen,

June 2l and preceding days, Brier Island, Digby County = 3,
2 males and 1 female. Mrs. W. Lent,

October 30. Centreville (McGray P.0.), Shelburne Co, = 2,
Mrs, ¥m, Smith.

Octcber=Novenber, Round Hill, Annapolis County = more
numerous than usual. W, E. Whitechead.

"There appeared to be a concentration of these in south-
western Yarmouth County August 23-25, None were observed in
the northern part of the County, or in Shelburne County, but
sizable groups were seen at Tusket, Melbourne, Little River
Harbour, Plymouth and Wedgeport.® S, W. and P, Hemeon.

One, captured alive in the engine-room of Cape Sable Light
station by Mr. B, Smith, Septenber 20th, Mr, Smith studied
the bird for half an hour, comparing it directly with
descriptions and plates of this species in two bird guides,
and then released it. Dr. Harrison F, Lewis says he is
convinced that Mr, Smith's identification of this bird is
correct,
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Yellowthroat

Yellow=breasted Chat

Hooded Warbler

Bobolink

Eastern Meadowlark

Red=wing Blackbird

Rusty Blackbird

Indigo Bunting

Dickcissel

Novenber, 1962

October 19. Round Hill, Annapolis County = 1 (late).
W. E, Whitehead,
September 8. Cape Sable, Shelburne County « 1,
September 12, Cape Sable, Shelburne County = 1.
B, F. Smith.
October 19. Cape Sable, Shelburne County = 1.

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith.
November 27, Marlborough Woods, Halifax (City) = L.

C. R. K. Allen,
September 30. 3 = two of these birds at Cape Sable
Light station, observed by Mr. B, Smith (keeper of Cape
Sable Light). One of these sent to Dr. Harrison F. lewis,
to be sent to the National Museum at Ottawa.

On October 3, another Hooded Warbler on Cape Sable was seen
by Mr. and Mrs, B, Smith, who took motion pictures of it.

"In the last few years appear to have formed several new
colonies around Mahone," T. Fo To Morland,

The first nesting known for Shelburne County was established
on July 9, when a nest was found at Little Harbour
(Swansburg P.0.), just as the young were leaving. A second
nest was found there soon afterward, ‘

Reported by Mrs., Ernest Swansburg.

October 12, Cape Sable, Shelburne County « 1.
October 18-30, Cape Szble, Shelburne County = 1.

Mr., and Mrs, Sidney Smith,
The first nesting lmown for Shelburne County was established

on June 9, when Mrs, Herbert Harris discovered a nest with
eggs at Lower Ohio,

September 16=22, "Abundant in the Lawrencetown area,
Halifax County, flocks of 100++.%

L. B, Macpherson and C. R. K. Allen.

June 2, Brier Island, Digby County, species repcrted as
numerous by Mrs, W, Lent,

October 10, Bon Portage Island, Shelburne County = 1
(female), Mrs, E. Richardson,

Octcber 15, Cape Sable, Shelburne County - 1 (female).
Mr, and Mrs, Sidney Smith.

August 19 and following days. Bon Portage Island, Shelburne
County = L. Mrs, E. Richardson,

September 9 and 10, Sable River, Shelburne Co, = 1,
Dr, Harrison F, Lewis.
October 10, Bon Portage Island, Shelburne Cos = 1 (female).
Mrs. E. Richardson,

-
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Evening Grosbeak

Pine Grosbeak

Pine Siskin

Red Crossbill

White-winged Crossbill

Rufous=-sided Towhee

lark Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Erratas

w 10 -

November, 1962

June 6. Anherst « "a flock appeared, stayed a few days,
and another (possibly the same) flock appeared in the same

garden one week later.” E. E, Lowerison.

July 12, Halifax - 1. M. Burke.

August 1L, 16, 21, and 23, Margaree Forks (prabably the
same birds). A. J. Erskine,

Septenber 3, Northeast lake, Halifax County = birds heard

-singing repeatedly. L. B. Macpherson.

August 12, Cheticamp - 53 August 23. Margaree Forks = 3;
August 26, Portree « 2. A. J. Erskine,

October 20, Between Dartmouth and Lawrencetown, Halifax
County = half a dozen flocks, nurbering in the hundreds.

J. A. McCarter.

July 18-31. MacKinnon's Neck, Yarmouth County - 1 pair,
' Mrs. W. I. Gregg.
July 25, WNear Antigonish « 6.

Mr, and Mrs. Kach and Mr, and Mrs, Griffin.

September 8. Seaforth, Halifax County -~ birds heard
singing repeatedly (late).

L. B. Macpherson and C. R, K. Allen,
Octaber 12, Cape Sable, Shelburne County = 1.
Mr, and Mrs. Sidney Smith,
November 3. Round Hill, Annapolis County = 1,
W, E. Whitehead,

August 13, Bon Portage Island, Shelburne County « 1,
Mrs. Evelyn Richardson,

October 17, Bon Portage Island, Shelburne County - 1.
Mrs. Evelyn Richardson.

Captain Morland has corrected us zbout the White-fronted Goose, reported in the
March Newsletter as a first for Nova Scotia., There are at least two previous records, one
at Debert, 1949, and one in Cumberland County, 19263 the latter the first known record

east of Montreal,

Mr. Robie Tufts has sent word that the two reports of Red=shouldered Hawks in
the June Newsletter have been withdrawn, and we are also unzble to confirm the report of
thg House VWren, in February. Mr, Tufts! book, "The Birds of Nova Scotia", now completed,
should be of great assistance to members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, hereafter, as a

reference and guide,

moemaen o8 s €8t e 0w
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Captain Eric Holdway, of Pictou, has sent us, at the Vice=President?'s request,
pictures and descriptions of his bird-feeding arrangements., He szys: "To make sure of
having a variety of birds, it is necessary to have the feeders in position with food
available by Octdber 1st and carry on until they can fend for themselves in the spring,
It was a hard winter for birds in 1961-62, but I was able to manage with 25 lbs, of sune
flower seed and 25 lbs, of mixed seed, supplemented with kitchen scraps.' On this, he
fed L Chickadees, 2 Vhite-breasted Nuthatches, 2 Downy Woodpeckers, 1 Song Sparrow, at
his cage feeder, and 5 to 25 Evening Grosbeaks, 6 Blue Jays, 2 Hairy Woodpeckers, 10 to
20 House Sparrows, L Juncoes, and 10 to 15 Starlings at his weathervane feeder,

The cage feeder is a light frame 12 x 9 x 8 inches with a solid top and back,
Stems of goldenrod are stapled all around and at the bottom (to form the cage), with a
gap of 1-1/8 inches. Two bars in the middle are slanted towards the bottom to give a
1-1/L inch gap at a centre horizontal perch. There is a 2-inch gap in the bottom, as
woodpeckers and nuthatches prefer to drop through, when alarmed., The cage is screwed
(through the solid back) to a wall, and the screws also serve to hang food on (e.a, bacon
rinds); and there is a seed trough, which can be filled through the hinged bottom. This
trough must not be within reach of birds clinging to the outside bars and should not
exceed 5/8 inch in width, or the birds will get into it,

The weathervane feeder is supported at a convenient height on one inch galvanized
pipe, driven into the ground, Captain Holdway also uses a suspended "suet log", protected
by a net, underneath, stretched between tws wire coat hangers, to keep starlings from
reaching the fat,

FCOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTIQUS AND PHOTOGRAFHS (F THESE INGENIOUS FEEDERS, WRITE TO
THE EDIT(R, WHO WILL BE GLAD TO LEND THEM, IN TURN, TO INTERESTED MEMBERS,

%
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The Christmas Couwnt

ard”NeQ‘ Yearts Dzy by considerable

es ranged from &

~The week between Christmas
variagtion in weather. Teupe . cturiang Count periods;
there was plenty of snow and ise sk wind, A few
people reported poor vieibilily, due to raln or r..{m:,, LJ,, ot tm whole, conditions
were much better than they were lsst year, Appre xi'nme myber of people
(about 80) took part im the n }.90. ae icinl records were
received this year, zs r;cnﬂ” *C’d with i6 i \y’(«cuu of lnterest, in the
1961 Christmas Count, a grasd total of 95 me»**e ‘fiud, “”"u ‘,9,70(»
individuals counted, and, ir the same peri fed in 29 .:,
and 25,L00+ individuals counted.

In the lists beiqw, specles; of espex:)al irterest are underlineds

Amherst” Area, N, 5. ' Decenber 26, 1962, gt

Rough-legged Hawikt, 23 ’*g-"'e:‘ked Pheasant., 39 Gay Partridge, 33 Great: -
Black=backed Gull, L3 Hewwiog 23 Bive Jay, ©3 Crumon Raven, 73 ° Common
Crow, 1753 Black-uappsd Chic € h; Boreal Chau.v:mi«ze, 33 Goldenwcrowmed o
Kinglet, 53 Starli:;c, 4273 Fouse Sparprow, 1783 EBverlng GroSbeak, il; Slatew
coloured Junco, 23 Lap. ‘f : wr, £3 3now Buuh *"49. 120, Totals 17 specles,
about 7h8 individuals. ' s Cowt peciod - GEy Jiy . AT

A. J. Erskine, Mes, J\, e, Dale Lmwson, Bvetyn Lewesison (complier),
Mrs. Dora Myers, Marjooie N-»_.J:A,'a.,, and Mrg, Morris Scovil. ! ;

. Pictou, N. 3, Decediep 25, 1960,

- Black Duck, 703 55 163 Red-breusted Mergsa qer, bh, Common .
Merganser, 23 Bald Bagle, %3 Greamt Blachk-buched Guil, 153 Heursing Gull, 1L O' -
Hairy Woodpecker, 335 Doy Weodpecker, 43 Bl’ve Jegyy 205 Commnmy Crow, 313 Black-
capped Chickadee, L3 White-bremsted Nuthatch, 23 (wx:-m;w-"“.»«m 2d Kinglet, Ly
Starling, 903 House Sparsaw, 803 Brownwheaded Cowbird, 4s Bv z*ng Grosbeal, 33
Slate-coloured Junco, 3, “Totais 19 species, sbout h99 facivid ,my...s. \Also <cen in
Count period - Gray Partyidge, Common, G'am:le Yo

E. Holdway.

Steuart'on, Pictou Co., N, S,  Jumewy 1, 1963, ) . :

-Hairy Woodpecker, 13 Dowry Woodpecker, i3 Blue Juy, L§ Common Crow, 83
Black-capped Chickadee, 33 Stariiag, 603 HKouse Sm:*x*uw, 263 Comion CGrackle, 13-
Evening Grosbeak, 163 Tree Spazzonr, 1., Totals 10 spesles, «#dout 121 Individuals,

Mrs. F. A. Blenihorn,

Notes There mzy be scue overi‘arnlng r)f this swes with the estzblished
Springville count,

. Springville, Pictos Cu,, W, &, Junwery 1, 1763,

Red<breasted Mergunszr, c; Ha..'k vm;habe Plgeon), 13 Ruffed Lr"ou=e, 33
Gray Partridge, 93 Great Black-backed Guli, 603 Hew i, £503 Blue Joy, 2hs
Common Raven, 133 Cemmes Cuoii, "‘F; E lachmoagped O ¢ Boreal
Chickadee, 113 Stariiug, ! "npaz'ﬂ:w, 503 Janse, 2,
Total:s 14 species, whewt 5 £

Joan Hudson, Ma:cgu:fef

T

Basgs River, Coulvhesivn T0,. Ko S. Denembor 2h, 1%,

Canada Goose, 113 Blu @ Taysk, 503 Common Ve'
Ruffed Grouse, 13 5 d é»u' Dazsy Wewd
Crow, 143 Black-uappad G : St
Grosbeak, 63 Slate=zol.:

‘e

3
@3 amwic, L. Tota s
Mrs, Lee Gilbert, Mrs, Verd Hemeon, Ward }*une'm K
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Welfville, N. S. December 29, 1962,

Great Biue Hercn, 1; Maliard, 13 Biack Duck, 353 Green-winged Teal, 7
Ring-necked Duck, 13 Common Goldeneye, 333 Oldsquaw, 105 Commor Scoter, a3
Hooded Merganser, 13 Common Merganser, 133 Redebreasted Mewrganser, 235 Sharp-
shinned Hawk, 13 Red-tailed Hawk, 53 Roughwlegged Hawk, 53 Bald Eagle, 53
%nrafalcon, 13 Pigeon Hawk, 13 Ruffed Grousz, 13 Ringenecked FPheasznt, L:  Comnor

ipe, 63 Iceland Gull, 1; Creat Bluck-backed Guil, 2203 Hersing Gall, Tth; Hairy

Woodpecker, 23 Dowry Woodpecker, 33 Horned Lask, 165 Blue Jay, ﬁh; Commer. Ravern, 203
Cormon Crow, 2693 Blacke~czpped Chickadez, 293 Whitewbreasted Nuthatch, 13 Rede
breasted Nuthatch, 55 Brown Creeper, 33 Robin, 33 Golden=crowned Kinglet, i
Starling, £€2; House Sparrow, 687; Brownsheaded Cowbird, 503 Eveaing Grosbesk, 723
Pine Grosbeak, 63 American Goldfinch, 10; Savarnsh Spzrrow, 63 Slabewcoloured
Junco, 523 Tree Sparrow, 13 Song Sparrcw, 123 Srow Bunting, 2. Totals L6 species,
about 3,292 individuals. (Also secen in Count period - Marsh Hawhk, Spruce Grouse,
Gray Partridge, Ruby-zrowned Kinglet, Puwrple Finch, White-winged Crossbill.)

Sherman Bleakney, Curtis Chipmsn, Russell Engles, J. 3, Erskine (compiler},
M. Forbes, Eric Mullen, A, Sexton, Pecter Swmith, R. W. Tufts, W. Urben.

.
El

Bridgetcwn, Annapolis Co., N. S, Junuary 1, 1963,

Cormon Loon, 83 Gannet, 33 Common Goldeneye, 103 Oldsquaw, 63 Commron Eider,8;
Coemmon Scoter, 9; White-winged Scoter, 23 Cormon Merganser, Li; Red-breasted
Merganser, 6; Goshawk, l; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 23 Rough-legged Hawk, 13 Ruffed
Grouse, 23 Ring-necked Pheasant, 8; Great Black-backed Gull, 93 Herring Gull, 1153
Ring~billed Gull, 13 Hairy Woodpecker, 13 Downy Woodpecker, 33 Blue Jay, 323
Gray Jay, 13 Cormon Raven, 63 Common Crow, 853 Black-capped Chickadee, i3
Robin, L3 Starling, LL5; House Sparrow, 720; Red=winged Blackbird, 13 Brown-headed
Coubird, 5; Pvening Grosbeak, 23 Purple Finch, 33 American Goldfinch, L; Vesper
Sparrow, 23 Slate=coloured Junco, 23 Song Sparrow, 11, Totals 35 species, about
1,536 individuzls.

Calder Fraser (compiler), Peter Frager, Louise Harlow, Walier Favlow, Monau Hicks,
Harold Mclaughlin, Leslie McLaughlin, Wilfred Marshall, Ray Whitman, Stewart Whitman,

Note on Bridgetown Count. They includad a Cooper's Hawk but the compiler of the
Count” reallzed that the Editor might hesitate to accept it. The standard field mark
of the rounded tail was reported by “he observer, Your Editor can do no more than
resort to quoting Peterson, as follows, "It can be very tricky separating small mzle
Cooper's Hawks from large female Sharp-siiins, They are not much different in size
and the Sharp-shin's tail can even look slightly rounded when sprzad famwise, The
tail shape works best when the tail is folded,® There is oaly one satisfactory
record of the occurrence of this species in Nova Scotia, pius a few probably cosrect
sight records., However, since two of the latter zre for March and Noverber, wiste:
occurrences should not ever be ruled out, in spite of the fact that the normal wiater
range is south of New York State, In view of the above, it seems best nol to include
it in the Count but to call attention to it in this note.

Additional species seen in the Bridgetoun and Karsdale Couni Areas during the
Count period, Murray A, Bent, of Bridgetown, made sonz vaiuable observations in
these established areas, The specles which are additional to those listed in those
two counts are as follows: Pigeon iawk, Sparrow Hawk, Gray Partridge, Purple
Sandpiper, Snawy Owl, and White-iringed Crosshill,

Karsdale, Annopolis Coo, N, S, December 27, 1952, .

Unidentified diver, 1; Black Duck, 173 Unicentiried ducls, li; Redetziled
Hawk, 13 Bald Eagle, 13 Ruffed Grouse, 23 Great Blackebacked CGull, 33 Hesring
Gull, 37; Downy Wocdpecker, 23 Blue Jay, L3 Common Raven, 23 Common Crow, 333
Blackw-capped Chickadee, 2L; wWhito-breasted Nuthztch, 23 Starling, hs House
Sparrow, 23 Mfmerican Goldfinch, 3., Totals Species identified = 15, abous 162
individuals. (Also seen in Count period - Folden~crownzd Kinglet.)

Joseph Johnson.

i
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Brier Island, Digby Co., N. S. Decerber 25, 1962,

Common Loon, 813  Redethroated Loow, 13 Herned Grebe, 35 Gumel, 83 et
Cormorant, 1363 Great Blue Heron, 3§ Black Duck, 15C; Common Goldeneye, 1?;
Oldsquaw, 503 Horlequin Duck, 23 Common Eider, 3003 Waite~winged Scotery O
Common Merganser, 173 Redwbreasted Merganser, 233 Sherp-chimned Hmik, 13
Red-tailed Hawk, 33 Rough~legged MHawk, 23  Bald Eagle, 15 Pmple Sandplzer, 10'2 :

Sanderling, 155 Glaucous Gull, 33 Tceland Guil, L3 Great Blashubacked Guil,
Herring Gull, 3003 Ring~hilled Gull, 23 Regurbill, 13 Comor: Murre, 35 Do
Black Guillemot, 113 Sncuvy Qwl. 13 Rasced Girl, I3 Coimon Raven, 53 Common
Crow, 503 Black-capped Ghickadee, 253 Rabin, 73 Golden~croumed Xinglet, iT;
Starling, 2003 House Sparrow, 383 Lvenlng (nosbenk, 173 Pine Siskim, 175
Anerican Goldfinch, L7; Whiteewinged Crosshili, 353 Slatemsolored Juace, 263 Treze
Sparrow, 43 Chipping Sparrow, 13 Song wow, 153 Suew Dunhingy 32
Totale 47 species, zbeut 1,894 individwals,
Chester Lent, Harry Lent, Wickerson Lint {compiler). -

.
H
9
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Chzbogue Area, Yarmouth Co., W. &, December 29, 1962,

Herring Gull, 13 Common Raven, 23 DBlackecapped Chickadez, 13 Myrtle
Warbler, 13 Heuse Sparzow, 123 Slataecolored Junco, 1035 Uhitcewthroated Spawrow, 2.
Totals 7 species, about 29 individuale,

Mrso, Eo Go Sollews,

Indian Harhour, Holifa Co., Mo o  December 22, 1562,

Oldsquaw, 253 Great Black-backed Gull, 33 Hersing Gull, 93 Ring-necked
Pheasant, 33 Blue Joy, L3 Common Crov, 23 Blacl~sapped Chickadee, 33 Rabin, 13
Starling, 123 House Sparrow, 103 Ballimore Oriole, 13 Whitewwinged Crossbill, 20.
Totalz 12 specizs, zmbout 91 incdividuals, (Al<o scen in Count pericd - Great Blue
Heron,)

Hilda Allen, Giiner: Jollimore, Melvin Richmrdson, Miziam Wetmore {compileri.

Halifze Avea (West), N. S. December 29, 1962,

Common Loen, 23 Redwnecked Grebe, 83 Cremt Cormorant, L6y Canada Goose, 223
Black Duck, 473 Common Goldeneye, 65 Oldsquaw, 23 Common Eider, 553 White-winged
Scoter, L3 Common Merganser, 63 Redwbreasted Merganser, 75 Coshawlk, 13
Red-tailed Hawk, 13 Rough~legged Hawk, 13 Sparvow Hewl, 13 ° Purple Sandplper, 63
‘Glaucous Gull, 13 Iceland Gull, 213 (reat Black=backed Gull, L50; Herwing Cull, 30003
Black-headed Gull, 83 Hairy Wocdpecker, 63 Doury Wocdpecker, 153 CGray Juy, 63
Blue Jay, Lhs Common Reven, 215 Common Crow, 883 Elack-capned Chickadee, 1053
Boreal Chickadee, 333 Vhite«breasted Wuthztch, 23 Red-hreasted Muthatck, 93 Brown
. Creeper, 23 Mockingbird, 13 Brown Thresher, 13 Robin, L3 Golden~crouned Kinglet, 93
Northern Shrike, 23 oterling, 5,000; House Sparzow, 1,5003 Common Gackle, 13
Brown-headed Cowbicrd, 533 Evening Grosbezk, 213 Pine Siskir, 30; &neican
Goldfinch, 2; White-winged Crosshill, 5: Slateecolored Juwies, 35 Tree Spuwrow, 2
White-throated Sparrow, £; Song Sparrow, L. Totals LY swecics, sbout 10,655
individuals. (Alsc noted in Count period =~ Blackebacked Thres=toed Woodpecher, Dovekic,)
: C, Re Ko Allen, Juck Brayley, W. J. Chute, Miss Molly Claydon, Mrs, Artivz Coffill,
John Comer, Mrs, A. D. M, Curry, Mra, J. W, Dobson, Miss Alice Felkemham, Mise &l
Fullerton, Mrs. Eric Grant, Gordon A. larkin, J. A. McCacter, Mrs, Durotiy N I
L. B. Macpherson, W. J, Mills, Mrs, F. B, F. Smith, Mrs, George Staivs, Mre, Gedrye S,
Unwin, 19 Cbservers,

¥
o

Halifax Area (East), N. S. December 22, 1962,

Cemmon Loon, 73 Redenecked Grebe, 33 Horhed Grebe, L3 Great Blue Heror, 1%
Canada Goose, 1,300; Black Duck, 130; Common Goldeneye, 2053 Pufflehesd, 13
Oldsquaw, 553 Hariequin Duck, 13 Cemmon Eider, 453 White-winged Scoter, 283 Comuon
Scoter, 63 Common Herganscr, 403 - Red=breusted Merganser, 753 Feregrine Falcon, 1j
Pigeon Hawk, 13 Ruffed Grouse, 23 Vimginia Rail, 13 Ruddy Twnstone, 13  cormon
Snipe, L3 FPurple Sandpiper, 3; Sanderiing, 43 Great Black-backed Guil, 190; Hewoing
Gull, L4803 Ring-billed Gull, 31; Blnck-headed Gull, 13 Barred Owl, 13 Beltcd
Kingfisher, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 53 Downy Woodpeckes, 33 Horned Lank, 903 Gray
Jays iz Blue Jay, 233 Commorn Raven, 223 Common Crow, 4003 Blackesapped Chickedee,2Ss
Boreal Chickadee, 173 Redwboeasted luthatch, 33 Bram Creeper, 83, gk_g'_}__’::qc::g% i3
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Halifax Area (Bast) - Contiraed

Rebin, 33 Geidermcrowned Kinglet, 53 Northers Shrike; 13 Starling, Lid; Mynile
Warbler, 13 House Sparrow, 165; Brameheaded Coubird, 33 Evening Grotbeak, 23
Pine Siskin, 243 American Goldfinch, 3; White~winged Crossbill, 225 Savanrab:
Sparrow, 193 Slate~colored Junco, 22§ Tree Sparrov, 63 White~bhroated
Sparrow, 13 Swamp Sparrcw, 23 Song Speswow, 27, ‘Totals 58 species, sbout
4,063 individuals, {Also noted in Count pericd - Redwtuiled Hawk, Winter Wra:,
Fox Sparrow,) 18 ctservers,

C. R. K, Aller, W, J. Chute, Yiss Molly Claydon, Garrett C. Clough, John
Comer, Roral? Dicks, Fred W, Dobson, Mrs, John W, Dobson, Norman Doucebie,
Miss Sylvia J, Fullerton, Ernest Jansen, Bvelyn Lclghton, Jo A, McCarter, Lo B,
Macpherson, H. F, Moffatt, T. F. 1. Mcrland, Mrs, F, B. F. Snith, Mrs, Go S, Umiin,

Country Harbour, Guyshorsugh Co., N. S, ~ Januany 21, 1943,

i Curanen Loon, 63 Black Duck, 200; Common Goldereye, 2003 Oldsenuv, 50;
i White~winged Scoter, 1003 Common Merganser, 103 Red=breasted Mergensery 123

Unidentified Ducks, 1003 uha}'p-shimed Henk, 23 Red-tsiled Hewk, 13 Bald Eagle, L3
Unidentified Hawk, 13 Spruce Grouse, 123 Ruffed Grouse, 103 Ringenecied
Pheasant, 2; uree.t Black«backed  (u:ll, 63 Herring uvzll 253 Blac heheaded Guil, 23
Great. Horped Owl, Z3 Doury Wrwdpeckwr. 23 Geay Jav, 4 Blue Jay, Ly Common
Raven, 103 Common Crow, 253 Blackecapped Chickadee, 25, Boreal Chiclmdee, 103
Raobin, 23 Starling, 1003 House Sparrow, 253 Dfming Grosbeak, 23 Slate~colored
Junco, 253 ‘Iree Sparrow, 63 White-throated Sparrow, 53 Snow Buating, 50.
Totals Species identified - 32, ahout 1,050 Ilndividuals counted,

A, Burns Hodgson, A, Clare Hodgson.

Mr. Aaron Bagg, one of the Bditorial Advisors of Audubon Fleld Notes, has
written to zsk for records of winter fiueh surivale in Nova 3eobiz, It seens th*et
there was an influx of Bvening Grosbeuhs In Massachusetts the fivst week in
February, suggeSting that more northerly .t\.edha grounds were bevoming aPp.w\‘,ed.
Reports from around the Frovince of Nova S otia would indicute a build up in the
grosbeak populstion somewhat earlier here, The flrst record we have for the winter
is December 7, from W, J, Milis of Hallfax (Cityi but, uwp to and Including tiw
Christmas Counts, these birds remained scorce, Margaret Kenny, Springvilie, Plotow
| County, wrote at Chr lstmas, tBvening Gresbeaks awe not to be found in thelr usunl
| haunts of other winters®, This miy still be true in the ccoutyy at ’m*ge, oub
i feeding stations in the towns no longer lack customers, Mes, Backuwan, of Halifux

(City), reported an increase in her flock of Evenlng Grosheaks the latbtir part of
January, AL zbout the same time, Jack Breyley, of Princefs Lodge, Hullfox Couty,
noticed that hisz flock of a dozen birds hed incressed to cne hum «d, and there ware
about twenty~five Goldfinches with them, J. D, Orlando, of Bridgetown, repurted
fifty Evening (rosheaks on January 18, Mzs, Chishoim, of Bedford, saw her finsd
Grosbeaks at the feeder on Januury 6 - sboul fifteen of them, and fowr Goldfinches,
Dr. He Fo Lewis, of Sable River, and Mr, J, S, Ez':zklne, of Wolfville, both saw the
peak mumber of Bvening Grosbeaks for the winter so far, durlng the first week in
" February. In each case, the binds were seen in tow, nut in ihe countiy,

Up to February, 1963, W. E. Whitehead, of Armapolis, found Goldfisnches less
numerous than last year, but in Halifex, during Febrwry, nuibers have been seported
at feeders in the city., C. R. K. Allen and e B Maupherson saw nine Goldtinches in
. the Cole Harbour - Chezzetcook area Jupuary 25, fouteen on Febmuswy 2,

. and twenty or more on Febmury 23,

Concerning the other finches, only one record of Redpolls 1s or handg thal ig,
one small flock mear Preston, Halifax County, seen by Dr, H. F, Lewis the lather past
of January.

. Mr. Allen saw = flock of fiftzen ©o twent: Pi 1 5%
. County, on January 30, and Jack Brayley hos seem sbout

skirs at Bast River, Lumenbury
[
Hahfax County, since Christmss,

ne handred at Princels lodge,

B

:
;
%
i

R e e




-

News letter March, 1963,
Ce. R. K. Allen reports Pine Grosbeuks much scarcer than last winter In the
Cole Harbour = Chezzetcook district.

The real showestealer in Nova Jcouia this winter has beex the Walte-winged

Crossbill, Reports of these birds have been received from 21l over the Provincsz,
but the most striking picture is again from the secords of e, Macphesson asd
grw Aller, in the Cole Hariﬁour ~w Chezzeteonk arez: Hovaber 2 - ési’;lu.rwb_g.- 3y 1963 =

0 or mores January 26 = k23 Febmgary 2 - 20, plus two Red Crosghilles
Febrery 10 = 53 a;"i:bruary 1;‘ - 50 of?uca‘e 3 and Fehiuany 23 w Lyo00=2,000, I, &llen
said that it was extremely difficult Lo estlazte nuders in the mesiless, constant Iy
shifting flocks, Many of us went out to wabch these blvds, whisl were eating spiuce
cones in the wooded area back of Lawrenssztorm beach., They werd Loo gy Lo mind
bird-watchers and put on a wonderful show for us.

Another bird to visit us in wnusval mubers, last fall, was the Dovekic,
Apparentiy, this was true along the whole length of the Atlintic Sesboard, Here in
Nova Scotia reports of these birds inlund began in Qctober, the earllest wecord Is
October 9, one found zlive at New Minas, Kings County, followed by iwo reports from
Mrs, Frank Hawkins, of a bird found at Wilmot and another 2t Brlizkton « both on
October 27. On November 10, R, Dicks szw eight ot West Lawrencctawm, Noverber 12,
W, E, Whitehead reported one oa the higlwey ot Reund H11ll, and on the same date one
was found dead near Kentville, On Novadber 12, alsu, one was hrought to Mre, Sollows,
at Chebogue, Yarmouth County, for identification, and, near this date, onz was found
alive at Avonport, and another on the Wolfville dykeland (weported to Mrs., J. S.
Erskine). Early in December, Mrs. Kuymond suw elght at the edge of the tide, ut
Smith!s Cove, Digby County, Theve was & high wind blosing., Dovekies are orten blown
inland during the late fall and ewrly wirdorg the extraordinary thing this year was
the unususally large nurber.

Other reports of outstanding intercst weceived since Christumas are as fellowee

Red=-throated Loon K = 1, Fehruvary 19, scen st Seedorth, Halifux County, by L. B.
Macpherson and £, R. Ko Allen, This is the first February

record for this bird,

Arctic Loon - 3, Cctober 6 and 8, 1952, scen wnide ‘the harbour at Woodls
Island, by Capiain E. Holdrey,

Barrow'!s Goldeneye « 2 (mnle), February 9, 1963, with a flock of Common
Goldencye in Bedford Basin, by L. B, Macvhezrson and C, R X
Allen,

Hooded Merganser = 1, February 23, 1963, scen at Luwrencetown Beock, Halifex
County, by I', Cook and P, R, Dobson,
1, Wolfville = see Christmas Cowt,

Goshawk = 1, Fébruary 12, 1963, at Wiluot, by Mrs, Frank Hawkins,

Red-tailed Hawk = 2, during Junuary, 1963, at Annupoliz, by J. B, Ternan, whe
reports that these birds are catching rats at the Town Dug.

1, throughout the winter, at Wilmot, by Hre, Foank Hawking,
1, Decerber 23, 1962, Dartmeuth, by R, Dicls,

1, December 29, 1962, (See Christnas Count, Wolfville).

1, February 17, 1983, Vest, Lawrencetour, by We Jo Mills,
1, February 2%

Virginia Rail - 1, Decenber 23 and 31, 1282, Dertuouth, by R. Dicks,

Woodcock : = 1, end of Februmy, 1%3, St. Morgate’ Vs Bay Read. Moo, G.
: White saw the bird sheltering closc to her house,

Ly 1963, lawrenceboun aran, My l. Bo Hacphuerson,

e 4 1, March 17, 19483, Cole Hazbour, W. J, Mills and CoR.7. Hilcn.
Cormon Snipe = During the wirter, from 1 to 3 aof these birds was noted nlong

the margins of the sink drain leading from the County Fowe
* abt Cole Harbour, by R, Diclks, L, P, Macolersoh, and

e

o Allen,

e R

e
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Newsletter
Skua -
Laughing Gull -
" Mourning Dove -
f - Snowy Owlk -
Saw.whet Owl -

Kingfisher -

Red=bellied Woodpecker

Western Kingbird
Bank Swallow -

Winter Wren =~ =
Mockingb ird C -

Swainson's Thrush =
Eastern Bluebird -

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Water Pipit -

Northern Shrike -

March, 1363,

1, October 2, 1967, off Caribou Harbour, by Capt. E. Zcldray.
1, September 6, 1962, off Pictow, by Captaln E. Holiwsy.

3, October 12, 1962, Suble River, by Dr. H. F. Lewis.

1, October 27, 1962, Halifwmizwrenuetown, by Dr. H.F. Lewls,
2, November 9, 1562, Sezbie River, by Dr. H, F, Lawiec,

1, November 19, 1952, Saliie River, by Dr. Ho F. Lewls,

15, December 2, 1962, Dyke Rozd, Grend Desert, Halirax County,
by W. J. Mills. s

1, around in Jamuewy, near Wolfville, by J. S. Ereking,

1, February 17, 1963, Burside, Haiifsx County, by R. Dicke.
This bird was killed by a car, ;

1, Decenber 1, 196%, West Lawrencetown, by R, Dichks.

1, "mid=wintert, Wolfville, by Eric Mullern, reported by J.S.
Erskine,

= 1, all last winter, that is, 1961, at Middletor, at

Mrs, Helen Vye!s feeder, This first recosd for Nova Scotia
was not reported to us before, The ldentification was cone
firmed by & movie sent to Earl Godfrey, Ottama.
Congratulations to Mes, Vye.

1, Novenber 28, 1962, Head of Chezzetcook, by C. R. Ko Allcn,
Just 2 note from Captain Holdway'ts list, confirming other
observations, that nurbers of these binds were down shoub

90 per cent from the year before,

2, December 23 wnd 321, 1962, Dartmouth, by R, Dicks,

1, December 2, 1%62, Grand Desert, Halifax County, by W. J.
Mills, E

1, since November, 1962, ot Miss M., A. Christiefs feeder,
Beford., This bird vats anything put eut for him, apparently,
and has driven wray all other birds from the feeding truy and
suet bag,

1, December 1, Ui, and 16, at Liverpool, by Mrs., G.W., Write.
1, March 9, 1963, Durtmouth, by Mcs. A. C. Duncan and Miss
Ethel Crathorne.

1, around all winter, Durtmouth, Dr. and Mes, Trask.

1, November 28, 1952, Musquodobolt Harbour, by C.R.K. Allan,
2, September 23, 1952, in u cemetery at West New Rwan, near

Tatamagouche, by D, L, Vincent, These birds were wzll seen
and carefully described.

- Considerably more numerous ia the Cole Herbour = Chenzel:
area, 1962-53 than in recent years, It has been normal %o
see more (8=10) in = single day this year than duing the
whole of one of the last few winters.

1, Februmy 2, 1363, West Lawrencetown, by Co R. Ko allen axd
L. B, Macpherson,

1, January 25, 1903, Rownd Hill, by W. B, Whitehend, 7This
bird wes looking for & meal ab a feeding stabion. I wus twe
hours before the small birds returaed, !

1, immature, Novewber 2L, 1962, West Lawrencztiour, by R.Dicks.

3, see Christmas Counts, Halifax Ares, East .and West.

g




Hewslietter Meaen,

ATTENTION  MEMBERS i THE HALITF&X ARSAS

The moraing field tripe u’!ijov'
yeass ago will be revived this spring. fe :
according to the schedule given belar, Tote ‘L:.Bi starting times :
same for all trips, The wezkday trine will end in ,-m for ue tote o.x the
9300 a.m. Remember thal May mornings cam be chiilly wnd that waliing cun De &
say the least, at this time of year.
Date Meebing Place Tine Aen o be Visited
e Wed,, May 1 Tower Road entrancz to the Park 6200 2,m.  Fulnh Plensant Park
Wed., May 8  armdale Traffic Cirele €300 2or.  Green Heod Road
Sat,, May 11 Dartmeuth end of the dngus L. 7400 a.%, Cole Hexb -
MacDonali Bridge . Chwaw"\.no... This z
AR will be 2 helf or a2 :
Tull dey toip,
« ascmding teo chioice,
Wed., May 22 Aradale Traffic Circle ' 6200 om. I BE, Mzu*g-wet"' Bay '~
noad i -
Wed., May 29 ~ Armdale Trafflc Cirele 6300 8., Cuenn Head Road. :
’ i

g et e

An Oceanographer does some Birdeiatching of f the West.Cozst
Fred Dobson, z merber of the Nova Scotia Bind Society, writess >

"June 18, On thz North Pecific cruise, the wenlher was good... 1 saw a few, but
not too many whales, sperm and firhkack. The mos L freguently sew mamal was the Pur
Seal, What an animal} MNot very large, wbout four feet long usually, bul cu they
playt Whenever they see the ship, over tiwy come, popping their lnquh"f ive heads

out of the water, and swim round and round us, sniffing at oir bottles and

~ bathythermographss Jjunping and somersaulting, roiling o their huchs und seratching :
themselves, Another favorite trick Is to sneak up, undzrweler, wyl scave the puts
off the albatrosses which settle rownd usg when we stop., These birds, being
- dignified and immensely stupid, fly off resertfully =z fev yards, settle, and almost
: ti’;mnediau‘,ely rise with a squawk again, while a plzyful brown fora mukes o swirl belos
en,

"Birds were scmetimes good, somerzimes noneexistont, except for the evane wezent
albatrosses, which follow the ship in flocks up to twenty, These are the Bluacis
footed Albatrosses; we occasionnlly sce the laysun Albatax. s, b it generally stays
farther away from the ship, Pacifis Puluars, | Forkebalizd and Le
Sooty and Slender-hi ued Shearwaters wers
Of the Alcide; Pigeon Juiliemobs, Comm
Rhinccerous Aultiets Sy Maz:bled Murrsletis,
Auklets. Saw z couple of Comon (T thi
Gla‘r'ou -rrmged and Mew (ulls, Bluciel i1 i
Gulls., The Kittiwakes stay with us uu'cmqm the v ror» of J'xles.
it better ac the wind gets stronger,

“Saw somz beuwtiful male Comon Eiders ab Kodlak, and bodh Mergousens,
are in great sbundance inshore as a —'u’e, Coct, Ssaup, Goldenzye, and octaslor
. Baldpate; and sit still to let you look =t them,

"The cther bird of note was a noor wanderer, He flew In
warbler, out of the fog, off *.hv West Const of Vansousen I iy
- captain's alleyway and tucked his hzad wize his wing., Have J'le Radio vw
found him and took him to me, I let him sleep beside my pillow, ot of

-
F



Newsletter Mozoh, 1785

we got ashore, when I let him go. That afterioen when I got buck o Naralme, shosver
had borrowed my Peberson had reotewmed ity and I zd the bird b once = & Mor .
Water Thrush, ny first, and what a way tc gzi acqu af  I'12 never mise ene of
those, if I ever see another.ceeess

Wanuary 13, The first week of the ciruise, we zlg-zéygged up the West Cons
Vancouver Island, going into Quatso Scund on one of cur 2lgs. and the birds
_were fabuloug - Marbled Murrelets, Caiifornia Murres by the hundreds, and Bald Ezgl
The Sound, as z11 B, C. inlets are, was beaubiful, We came down It al suasel, und
there was a gray, sometimeg pink, sometimes brilliamtly whilte mist up in the moyw g
which were perfestly reflected In the glassesmooth water, We sz some Indlsn Dunlnl
grounds, and stopped at a whaling station {(uheeew2wli.. Off earlr “he next @y, we did

" Queen Charlotte Sound, and reached the sowthera tip of the Queen Chariobte Islands,
when the weather got bad - it always is there = so we put into a smell inlet for w day,
I had more ornithelegical good fortune., O the way in I cewnbted twenty-zight Bald
Eagles, and thirty-six more on the way out, of which ac lesst twenbyw-six were in
pairs, I must repert to the Bald Bagle cownting people. They were everywhere, 2 pain
every hundred yards, all along the shore and on the islands., On the wgy out Lo geg,
we passed Anthony Island, the main source of Haidutype totem poles on the West Coust,
and there saw Cormorants (three species), Scoters, Pigeon Guillemots, and Califoraia
Murres, And in Queen Charlotte Scund another Laysan Albstross. I will never cease

to be thrilled by those birds, There is nothing in the sea more majestic, = = .

"and away again up the west coast of bhe Queen Churlottes, and I found myself,
at five in the merning, balancing on & heaving deck agains? a 35«knot gale, taking
the last station of the cruise, The weather, from then on, got steadily worse, We
rolled into Prince Ruper: on Mondsy, where we stayed and licked our wounds., Rupert
is an old friend nNoWeeeo o

"The weather just blew harder Tuesday, so we were treuted to a trip inside fron
Prince Rupert to Victoria, Most of the way iy through narrcow, completely calm waters,
among green-wooded and snow-capped mountains, which drop steeply to narrow beuches,
Deer and bear on the beaches, Once again, Bald Eagles, at lezst one pair a mile, and
there are a lot of miles in the Inside Passage., In my eyes, it ranks with the best
scenery anywhere..... .
"As you can see, I'm doing pretty well with the sea birds, but have scarcely
touched the land birds as yet. Alsc, in this mountainous region, & beuck is a narvow
strip of gravel, and shore birds arenft so easily found. Thatls one of the big
tgingshe;bgut I\Iov? Scetia bird-watching thut I miss, the wide sandy beashes, and the :
shore birdSasee.." :
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" The Spring Migration

Despite a few very early arrivals of Robins, Red-wings and Rusty Black-
birds, the main spring migration in Nova Scotia came along at the usuel time, -and
for the most parﬁ, in usual numbers of birds, in 1963, By March 30, in the Halifax
area, Fox Spa.trows and Song Sparrows had become common, and Robins~were around-in
fair numbers. The main migration of these species was in full swing early in April
when a sudden ‘return of winter weather, with heavy snow, stopped the birds in their
tracks. Great numbers descended upon the countryside and city backyards, searching
for food. Approximately 13,000 Robins were counted in and around Halifax on April
13; they were eating anything they could find., Fox Sparrows were present in the
hupdreds and were seen on the beaches, in company with Robins end Juncos, competing
for food with Piping Plovers in the seaweed at the water's edge.

The forest floor was covered with deep sncw, and Woodcock were driven
out to the roadsides, to probe any bit of open ground. Several of these shy birds
were even seen in the city, working along fences, where the snow had melted.

As suddenly as-they had come, the birds dispersed when the smow disap-
peared, and by April 24 were back to normal distribution.

Starting the 1st of May, members in the Halifax area took part in a
number of early morning field trips, four in all. The fifth, an all-day trip, was
cancelled because of the weather. This is the first time in the history of the Soc-
iety that this has happened, our motto being rain or shine. It wasn't rain, but
heavy snow and fog, with visibility practically nil, which stopped us, and the snow
continued falling all day, so the Shore trip was a total loss. However, the other
four expeditions in the parks and woods were rewarding; an average of fifteen people
took part, and our species ‘count each day rose from less than ten on May 1, to
thirty-four on May 29 in the two hours we were out. We saw and heard the returning
Swallows, Vireos, Fly-catchers, Thrushes and Warblers, and on our last trip had a
magnificent sighting of a Lincoln's Sparrow, sitting on a bare branch, in full view
and constant song. It is & rich and besutiful song. This was a first for many of
us, and well worth the effort of rising at five a.m. any day.

b : Following are early dates and items of interest about the spring-return-

ing birds, from the records of members of the Society:

Sgoty Shearwater (1) May 23, off Cape Sable Mr. and Mrs. S. Smith

Great Blue Heron (5) Apps 15, Cole Harbour, R. Dicks. EBarliest record received
b ’ this spring. : : S
(15) May 27, Bon Portage, Shag Harbour, E. Richardson
ses "came in from the sea during early twilight, crying
as they flew along the island's wectern edge, apparently
boundfor the herons' nesting grounds at the northem end
of the island. This was the first such arrival I had ever
witnessed".

Common FEgret (1) * June '2-5, Bartlett's Marsh, Yar. Co. Florence Higby,
R "A beautiful sight through the binoculars". S
Snowy Egret (1) Apr. 28, for several days, Broad Brook Marsh at San
Beach, Yar. Co., V. Sollows, C. Higby, and Mrs., W.
: . . ) Perry. : , .
Cattle Bgret (1) May 18, same place as above, V. Sollows, M. Kenney and
others. Follows the cattle to pasture and then back to
. ; the barn. -
Canada Goose (1) I:llay 15, Vellace Bay, 'A. J. Erskine. This is a very late
e ate.
Brant gAbout 3,000) Mar. 6, Brier Island, W. Lent
. 70+) Apr. 13, in flight near Northport, on the shore between

) Tidnish and Port Howe, H. MacNeil.

(44) ‘Apr. 16, Pictou, E. Holdway, "feeding on eel grass in ~

) . & lagoon in Pictou Harbour, partly covered with ice.
f{ml% flocks of less than a hundred came daily till ._ .
A. J. Erskine reports Brant fewer along the North Shore
than during the last three years. -
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Mallard

Pintail

Green-winged Teal
American Widgeon

Shoveller

Bufflehead
Marsh Hawk

E
B
D

Sparrow Hawk
Ruffed Grouse

Sora
2ora.

Killdeer

Woodcock

R

Common_Snipe

Gréater Yéllowlegs

Knot

Pe

(e}

toral Sandpiper

Dowi tcher
i £

Northem Phalarope

Black-headed Gull
8

L ing Gull §

Bonaparte's Gull

(1) Mar. 31, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook, W.J.Mills

(1) Apr. 14, Lawrencetown, ifx Co., C.R.K.Allen, Mr, Allen re-

: ports that Black Duck, Canada Geese and Greater Scaup be-
-gan to build up in numbers at Cole Harbour about the middle
of March.

1) Mar. 17, West Luwrencetown, Hfx Co., WeJ.Mills

1 pr.) Mar., 24, West Lawrencetowm, W. and P, Hemeon )
Yar. 30, first appearance in the Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook
area. C.H.K.,Allen .

(4 pr., lm.) May 13-24, Amherst Point, A.J.Erskine, "Their-
usual breeding area, numbers unchanged since 1957",

(2 m.,1 f.) May 7, Long Lake, near Amherst Point, 4. J. Erskine,
"reported by Prov. Forest Rangers Beatty and Keilly, pro- -

_ bably correct - I sawa pair in Sackville, May 12,"  *

10) May 16, Antigonish, A. J. Erskine. Late date, - -

1) Mar, 30, West Lawrencetown, Re Dicks

1) Mar. 26, Round Hill, Anna Co., W. E. Whitehead,

1) Mar, 1, West Lawrencetown, R. Dicks.
May 20, nest containing 18 eggs, Round Hill, W, E. White-
head end Mrs. J.E. FitzRandolph. . .

(2) June 1,2,3. Scotsville, reported to A. J. Erskine, only
"kee-eeck" note heard.

1) Apr. 6, Mahone Bay, H. F. Lewis
Apr, 10, Shannon Park, Dartmouth, R. Dicks

"with a flock of robins".

1) Apr. 13, Lawrencetown, Hfx Co., L.B.MacPherson
Apr, 16, Cape Sable, Mr, and Mrs., B. Smith
Apr. 18, near swamp land, White Point, Queens Co.

Mrs, W. H. Doggett

2) May 15, Centraville, Cape Sable Island, Mrs. W, Smith,

Mar, 1, Cole Harbour, R. Dicks .

with 4 downy young, probably l-2 days old) . e
May 18, Little Bass River, W. and P. Hemeon )

(1, with 2 young) May 29, Greenhead Road, Hfx Co., members of
the Bird Society c» 4 a.m. walk- the adult bird put on a
very clever "broken wing" act for us. ’
él; Apr. 1, Round Hill, W. E. Whitehead.
Mo G1oh S i 1URY

é?% May 4, VWest Lawrencetown, R. Dicks. ‘

May 24, lalagash, A. J. Erskine. '"seen in winter plumage,
with Black-bellied Plovers. I have one other spring record,
Mey 25, 1957, with Dr. H.F.Lewis, in Shelburne Co."

%l% Apr, 15, Vest Lawrencetown, R. Dicks,

May 15, Linden, A.J.Erskine. !

May 12, Bon Portage, E. Richardson, "Observed at 20!,
the bird feeding around a pile of rockweed, later in
Plight". A trans-oceanic stray, according to Dr. H.F.Lewis,
28, flock) May 18, Worthumberland Strait, E., Holdway
4 May 20’ " ] "

29) Apr. 6, West Lawrencetown, L.B.MacPherson
1? May 27, Port Dufferin, Guys. Co., L.B.MacPherson .
(10+) Mar. 3, West Lawrencetown, R. Dicks. s

- Common and/or Artic Tern. Several seen in the distance, May 17, Western Shore, Lunen.

Mourning Dove

Hawk owl

Whi;g-goor-will

Cosy CeR.K.Allen
1) Mar, 28-Apr.13, Shelburne, Mrs. D. Robertson. Feeding station,
2) Apr, 6, Centreville, Cape Sable Island, 'Mrs.: W. Smith.,”” =
1) Apr,9-15, Bon Portage, Shag Harbour, E, Richardson, First

spring record for the island. . s
(This is not a spring record, but Mr. C. F. Taylor of R.R.#1,
Stewiacke, writes that he receivel a Hawk Owl for mounting, which
had been collected at Mooseland. Two others at least were seen .
. during the winter, one in thw Wentworth Valley, one in Lunen, Co)Ea. ]
élg May 22, heard first on this date at Bedford, 4. Chisholm. !
1) May 25 and since, Northwest Arm, Halifax; De.Ward, W.Chute and

her :

s others
Churk-will's widow (1) May (first week) Freeport, Digby Co., W.Lent., One found dead

taken to Mr. Lent on Brier Island, who sent it to the N.S.Murgum

of Science, Hfx, Dr.H.F.Lewis examined it and concurred in the
identification. .

i




- 3 =

Nighthawk (2) May 17, (Halifax - city) P.R.Dobson
! May 28: first arrivels in Wolfville, J. S. Erskine
. Chimney Swift (10) May 12, near Wolfville, J. S. Erskine

Ruby-throated Hummingbird (1) May 16, Round Hill, W.E.Whitehead
§1§ May 18, Helifax (city) Ds Vard
: ot 3) May 21 AL """ W, Chute. Dr. Chute seys these birds
L4 O appear every yeer just as his Japanese Quince comes into
bloom, and prefer this to all other nectar sourcess
Mar, 30, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook area, C.R.K.Allen
Mar. 30, Three Fathom Harbour, W. Hemeon
Mars 21, White Point, Queens Co. Mrs., W.H.Doggett -

Belted Kingfisher 1
3 1
1
1) Apr. 3, Halifax (city), C.R.K.Allen
1
1
1

i F;ickér
. Eastern Kingbird
/ Crested Flycatcher

Mey 20, Bedford, A. Chisholm ,

May 20, Round Hill, W.E.Whitehead Pt

Mey 14-25 Bon Portage, E. Richardson. "During a cold, wet

fog ees hit against our kitchen window and fell into the

B vheelbaxrow just below it .was only momentarily stunned".

" Eastern Phoebe (1) Mar. 29, Bon Portage, E. Richardson, "Following a SE gale, :

it was present during the following 2 days and fed along 4

the open shore upon the kelp-flies, one of the earliest in-

sects to appear on Bon Portage." . : )

.Apr. 27, Pictou, E. Holdway .

"perched in lilac hedge" : ¢

( May 7, Pictou, E. Holdway i
Mflycatching in the garden." !
May 15, Pictou, E. Holdway g :

—~
=
~

"in song".
(1) May 19, 20, Tusket, Yar., Co. = C.ReK.Allen
< Min song”' L L i
Least Flycatcher May 16, Round Hill, W.E.Whitehead. . ; ;
Wood Peevee 1) June 1, Little Bass River, Col Co., W. and P, Hemeon

Olive-sided Flycatcher (1) May 23, River Denys, A.J.Erskine g
Tree Swallow El) Apr. 10, visiting bird house, Yar., Coe, M. Kemney
Purple Martin 3 prs.) May 20, Amherst, E. Lowerison.

Mrs. J. DeVenne of Amherst reports that she also has a 12«
compartment Martin house, which has been well patronized by
v these birds for many years.
House Wren élg May 10, Cape Sable Mr., and Mrs. Se. Smith.
Mockingbird 1) Mar. 28, Rockingham. Hfx Co., Mrs. Coffill reports that her
: Mockingbird (which has monopolized her feeding station all
winter) began to sing on this date, and another bird of this
species has joined ite.

(1) All last winter, Shelburne, "Mrs.' D, Robertson. Ate Multi-

flora rose hips, and began to sing in the spring,

Catbird (2 pr,) May 20, Halifaex city, W. Chute., These birds are evid~
ently nesting nearby. On first arrivel they were seen feed=-
ing on suet but no longer go near it.

(1) & day or two after the hurricane of Oct, 7, 1962, J. Symonds
found on Cape Sable 2 dead, banded Catbirds It has been
learned that this bird was banded as an ‘immature at Washe.
ington Crossing Park, Pennsylvania, on Aug, 18, 1962, by
Dr, Paul Fluck. Evidently it was not of Nova Scotia origin,

! (Note by Dre. He Fe Lewisg'. .
Brown Thrasher §l§ Apr, 27, Brier Island, Mrs, W.Lent. '

1) Mey 5, Cape Sable, .Mr, and Mrs, S. Smith
1) May 6-14, Bon Portage, E. Richardson - "Sang & most pleas-
ing song,"
s 1) June 1, Bon Portage, E. Richardson
i 12) June 4, Brier Island, Mrs.’ W. Lent
Edstern Bluebird 23 Apr, 1, Brier Igland, Mrs. W. Lent
Cedar Waxwings 2) Middle of March, Rose Bay, Lun., Co. ,Dr. G.A.Barss,

§ 10+) June 7, Halifax city, W. Chute, This flock is still about
| o feeding on larvae in the trees, frequently passing them down — |
o ; feeding one another. = EERT R
. Solitary Viree ~ (2) May 17, Pictouw; E. Holdway. "One gathering nesting mater-
ial, strips of paper bark from white birch."

R R e e
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Warblers Th.roughout April and May the warblers.arrived on schedule, accord=
ing to the records received from A. J. Erskine, the Hemeons, D.
Ward, E. Crathorne, R. Dicks, A. Chisholm, E. Holdway and others.
Some early dateg.were: Myrtle and Palm, Apr. 19, 21; Black- :
throated Green and Parula, May 12; Yellow, May 16, 17, Chegtnut
sided, Magnolia and Black and White, May 18; Xellowthroa.t, May I
19; Redstart, May 21; Blackpoll, May 22. -
One outsta.ndin.g report, a first record for Nova Scotia, comes
from Mrs Richardson, Bon Portage, Shag Harbour, nemelys - -
BLue-wigged Warbler This bird arrived on May 4, following a storm with strong, cold
winds. It was in company with a Parula and a Palm Warbler. It
sang repeatedly, and was observed closely for 20 minutes. - Mrs.
Richardson's careful description leaves no doubt in’the minds:
of the editorial committeec that her identification is correct. .. .
Northern Water Thrush Note, This is not & common bird around the province, but
Dry L, Bs MacPherson reports that they are abundant at Donahue

SR

5

and Loon lakes, Guysborough Co., and have been so for many years,

Bobolink 1) May 18, Round Hill, W.E. Whitehead ° i -
2 m.) May 22, Pictou, E. Holdway

. May 31 " " (first femdles appeared). e .

Meadowlark 1) Apr. 27, Brier Island Irs., W. Lent. .
Red-wing 7) Mar. 26, Pictou, E. Holdway - "vagrant birds in compe.rw with .
starllngs." .

1) Mar, 28,. ColeHarbour-Chezzetcook, C.RK.Allen ;

2 m.) Mar, 29, White Point, Queens Co., Mrs. Doggett .

Baltimore Oriole 1) Hay 18-20, Bedford, 4. Chisholm and others, Several yea.rs
ago, Baltimore QOrioles nested in the elm trees at Sunny-

side, possibly they still do so. Ed.

o Rusty Blackbird 1) Mer. 30, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook, CoRe K.Allen
| = Grackle 11) Mar. 30 ?
Scarlet Tanager lg May 23, Cepe Sable Mr, and Mrs. S. Smith . L .
Cardinal ‘(1) May 25, Rockingham, Halifax Co. Gordon Larkine Thig bril-.» =

liant bird was.perched in a treetop. CQngratulatlons to Mr.
© Larkin.

Rose-breabted Grosbesk May 11-29, So very many reports of these blrds have. ocomg.
in, it seemed worth of comment, for although they are one of
our regular nesting species, they are seldom seen so often.

Indigo Bunting (1) Apr. 30-May 3 at o feeding station, Hubbards, reported to

We J,Mills by Mr, and Mrs, E, S. Bringloe.

May (first week) Centreville, Cape Sable, Mrs, W. Smith. ..

May 3, Yarmouth town, Clark Higby,

May 5-13, Bon Portage, E. Richardson.

May 13, Rose Bay, (.A. Barss

May 17,. Lower E. Pubnico, C.R.K.4llen

liay 30, Bon Portage, E. kichardson. These birds are what

Dr, H.F. Lewis designates "regular strays" of southern

origin,

Dickcissel (1 £.) day 11, Shelburne, Mrs. D. Robertson. Came to the

) o ‘feeding sta‘tlon durlng the snowstorm.
Red Crossbill (1) Apr. 17, Bridgewater, Dr. H, F. Lewis
12) Apr. 19, Lower Ohio, Shelburne Co. Mrs. B. Harris
o 1) Apr. .21 (about) Hill Village, Queens Co., J. Donly,
: somes) ey 10-28, Liverpool, Queens Co, .Mrs. A. Ryan
im.,2 £,) May 20, Round Hill, WeE. Vhitéhead and H. Fitze
Randolph..
§4g May 26,.Br1dgewater, Dr. H. F. Lewis

R ey

2) Jure 2
12) June 3 " L
This spring there has been an attenunated resurgence of
this species along the Atlantic side of Nova Scotia, at
. S least in Lunenburg, Queens, and Shelburne counties,
o ' ** + Yote by Dr. H, F. Lewisg, .
White-winged Crossbill  Further reports have come in since the lasgt Newsletter e
. » indicating that this bird was more numerous than usual in -
Nova Scotia last winter, Among these, the Lighthouse
Keeper at Coffin'g Island off Liverpool reports a flock of
. 50+-all winter, .

- Rufue-sided Tovhee (1) flay 4, Cepe Sable i, and Hrs., S. Smith. T

Ey
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Ipswich Sparrow (1) Apr. 16, Lawrencetown Beach, Hfx Co., Bruce Menchions and
C.R.K.Allen. Late date.

Savannah Sparrow (2) Apr. 15, VWhite Point, Queens Co., Mrs. Doggett. Capt. Hold-
way notes that this bird is much scarcer than usual in the

Pictou area.

Lark Sparrow (1) June 1, Bon Portage, E. Richardson. Another stray, of
western origin.
Junco © (100+) May 15, Rownd Hill, Anna Co., W.E. Whitehead.

"gradually moving S.BE."
; May 25, nest, with 5 eggs, Cole Harbour, R. Dicks.
Tree Sparrow 2) Apr. 8, White Point, Mrs. Doggett. Late date.
Chipping Sparrow 1) May 18, nesr Wolfville, A. J. Erskine. 3
1) May 23, Bedford, A. Chisholm. e
1) May 25, Camp Hill Cemetary, Halifax, P. Dobson. Capt, Hold-
way of Pictou reports Chipping Sparrows as being in more
than usual numbers, Very numerous..
Field Sparrow (1) May 6, Bor: Fortage, E. Richardson
(2) May 12, " "
White-crowvned Sparrow (3) May 11 and for the following week, Central Chebogue,
Yar. Co., M. Kenney, V. Sollows.
(2) in.May, Bon Portage, E. Richardson, lrs. Richardson writes:
"While watohing one Field Sparrow and one White-crowned
Sparrow beside it (binoculars) I was surprised to see that
they were eating bites from & dried kelp-blade ees I watched
them tear off small pieces and swallow theme.o I wonder if
any other members of the society have seen land birds eating

thisse,"
Fox Sparrow ' 1) Mar, 25, White Point, Queens Co. lMrs. W. H. Doggette
8) Mar, 27, Pictou, E. Holdway
.12"') Mar. 30, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook area, C.R.K.Allen

several) Apr. 2-13, Round Hill, W. E. Whitehead.
15+) Apr. EO, Shannon Park, Dartmouth, R. Dicks. e
o 30) Apr. 10, Armmdale, HfX Co. Mrs. C.C. Ward

. 20% Apr, 11, Pictou, E. Holdway

16) Apr, 13, Horthport, He MacNeil.

(1000+) Apr. 13, Cole Herbour-Chezzetcook, CeR.KeAllen. Well
scattered. These birds continued to be present in compar-
able numbers for a week following this date, and then
quickly disappeared, until by April 24 only one was seen
in the area. Reports by C.R.K. Allen, R. Dicks and L. B.
MacPherson. Dr. MacPherson later reported a Fox Sparrow
at Lundy, Guysborough Co. from lMay 28 through June 1, in
song and apparently "on territory". If this is the case,
it is a first record of such an occurrence on the main=-
land of Nova Scotia.

Lincoln Sparrow Elg lay 20, Portree, Cape Breton, A. J. Erskine =

1) HMay 29, Greenhead Road, Hfx Co., members of the Society
on early morning expedition.

Snow_Bunting (Approx. 200) Feb, 9, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook, C.R.K.Allen,
Hr. Allen reports Snow Buntings almost completely lacking in
this area up until the above date, when the Horned Larks
also appeared, Thereafter the Snow Buntings appear to have
been exceptionally numercus and well distributed about the
province. ‘e

(30% Mer. 2, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook, C.R.K.Allen

(23) Mar. 17 " " "

§50+) Mar. 23 " L "

150-200) Mar, 168-25, White'Point, Queens Co., Mrs. Doggett

S Rose Bay, Lunen. Cos, Dr. Ge. A, Barss
) "Snow Buntings are numerous this winter".
(100+ Apr. 13, Northport, H. Macleil. This is a very late date,

Last summer, Mr, W. J. IMills of Halifax was fortunate enough to have a family ‘

of Black~capped Chickadees nesting in a Swallow house in his garden., The birds were
observed carrying nesting material into the box on May 2. On May 27, the adults first
began bringing food to ‘the box and were still feeding the young on June 16, The food
appeared to be mostly !'fall inch worms". Mr, Mills says a box for chickadees: should be
in place very eerly, preferably the first of March, and it is absolutely necessaly to
keep sparrows away from it, at all times.

'
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Man,if of our merbers woo live along the shore will be quite familiar with
the loud, ringing, "Pill-will-willet" and the flashing black and white of the wings
in flight of this now fairly cummon bird; the largest of the shore birds which
breed in the province. They may be surpriscd, however, to learn that some fifty
years ago the Willet had disappeared from all areas north of Virginia, mainly through
the activities of hunters shooting them for the market, and that many persons thought
the gpecies was doomed to virtual extinction. :

P. A. Taverner records that about 1916 a few breeding pairs were located in
the southwest of the province, and steps were taken by special officers and local
residents to protect them. They began to increase almost immediately, small breeding
colonies appearing along both coasts, until by the ond of the nineteen~forties they
had reached Minas Basin on one side and Guysborough County on the other,

The Villets arrive in Hova Scotia usually in the last week of April, and
remein with us until the middle of September, They nest in small colonies in grassy
or bushy patches not very far removed from salt water, Although individual nests
may be hard to locate, the birds generally give away the nesting area by swooping at
an intruder, sometimes to within a few feet of his head, and setting up a loud "yip-
yip-yip" cry which they continue until he departs. In 1961 I had two nests under ob-
servation on a grassy island in lMahone Bay, and oddly enough they were gituated right
in the middle of & breeding colony of Terns. The two species did not appear to interw
fere with each other in any way.

In 1951 the Villet was’ first reported from Cape Breton, when birds that
were apparently paired were scen cn Isle Madame, They were definitely established
as breeding there in 1954 when W, Farl Godfrey observed flightless young on that ise
land,  Up to the present there has been no breeding record for the North Shore, al- .
though in 1960 J. S, Erskine saw birds at Waugh Island, Cumberland County, acting as
if there were young in the vicinity, and in 1961 A, J. Erskine observed birds in the
Antigonish and Malagash areas which behaved as if they were breeding, Any of our
members who visit the Forth Shore arc requested to watch for any evidence of breeding
Willets, which should be ‘reported to our Editor for publication in the Newsletter,

Contributed by Captain T.F.T. Morland.

:-It has been_su%gcsted_ thet members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society Keep an
eye on the Osprey. Nests, munbers of eggs, znd numbers of young successfully reared,
are the items of interest at this time, e

Word has come from the Hev England States that the breeding success of
Ospreys dropped sharply last year. Nestlings found dead, and sterile eggs were ex-

a,mix;xed,' and found to contain & high concentration of one of the pesticides in cur-
rent use,

It is possible that the birds had fed on fish contaminate

d b oison spre;
uged . to kill insects on thi salt marshes. v i

OSPREY NESTING SURVEY

Observer's name and address:
Exact location of nest:
History of nest:

Year built +.eee. How many years used to your knowledge seoee

Used 19637

If not, most recent year used ceees

Nesof Young produced that year seesees

1963 Seasont
Adults first seen at nest

Ezgs 1218 eeevesnes BEggs hatched
No. of Young successfully roared

®0esses0c0es




PROVINCIAL FIELD TRIP
Saturday, August 17th - Pictou, N. S,

Members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, and friends, who wish to take part
in the Annual Field Trip, will meet at the junction of Routes 4 and 6, on the edge
of Pictou town, at 9:30 a.m., Saturday, August 17th, 1963, The expedition will be
conducted by Dre L. B. MacPherson, and suggested routes are by courtesy of Captain
E. Holdway. Overnight accommodation may be secured at Pictou Lodge, on the Ferry
Road, or at Johnson's Motel, on Route 6, (at the junction of Route 4), or at Bedford's
Motel, % mile from Pictou, off Route 6. Reservations should be made in advance.

The prize winners in the essay contest for teachers, sponsored by the
Nova Scotia Bird Society, were Mrs., Hilary Grant, Halifax Grammer School, First Prize,
and Mrs, Buma Brownell, Dovgles Street School Truro, Second Prize, The essay was en-
$itled "How I Have Taught My Pupils about Nova Scotia Birds", end the prizes were
twenty-five and ten dollars, for the purchase of books which would be helpful in
teaching about birds.

S

Mr, Harold Hatheway has drawn our attention to the fact that Dover Publications
Ins., New York, is bringing out a new printing of the Life Higtories of North Amer- :
ican Birds, by Arthur Clevelend Bent. This is considered to be the definitive work §
on birds in North America, and had become unobtainable. Mr. Hatheway felt that :
members of the society should know that it is on the market again,

- e

"ee A scant thirty miles from Times Square in New York City is some of the :
roughest, toughest country this side of the Rockies. : i

It is the Great Swamp of Morris County, & battleground still for con-
servationists fighting the bulldozers of would-be real estate developers and the ad~
vocates of a jet airport for New York. .

The Fish end Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior has

taken over 2,081 acres of this area as a gift and named it the Great Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge.

It is a strange country., Only a third of it is swamp, and much of it
ig hilly and forested.

The conservationists' fight began in 1956, long before the Port of
New York Authority announced it wanied to acquire the Great Swamp for a jetport.

Then the Great Swamp Committee of the North American Wildlife Found-
ation moved ins Most of their workers were neighborhood volunteers.

The Great Swamp Committee to date has expended $499,200 and deeded
its land to the Federal Govermment, which has accepted the gift., The committee
now is seeking $225,000 to acquire at least 1,000 more acres to link up some of
the disconnected tracts it has now acquired,

_ And it wants all this before the roar of bulldozers starts drowning
§ out the jingling, sleigh bell~like sounds of the spring peepers, the songs of the :
; yellow-splashed warblers that flutter from cattail to cattail, and the rustle of 3
the herds of whitetail deer as they move through the great stands of white oalk,

red oak, pin oak and hickories to the security of the boglands where even the

hardy young surveyors venture only with the greatest caution."

Quoted from The New York Times.

*
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Newsletter Noverber, 1963

At the Annual ieeting of the Fova Scotia Bird Society, held in
Halifax on November 7th, ir. Fred Payne, of the Provincial Wildlife
dervice, discussed the status.of water fowl in Fova Scotia. It will be
recalled that .r. Fayne spoze of the plans of the Wildlife Service,
immediately after his appointment, to the members of the Society, in 1961;
and he kindly consented to zive us a progress report now, two years later.

Ground surveys have been made of 150 areas in Mova Scotia, to
study habitat, concentration of water fowl, and hreeding populations,
Attempts have been made to establish breeding colonies in suitable places;
for example, 15 young Canada geese were released st Nyanza (near Baddeck),
and more are to be released next year., Artificial colonies of Canada
Geese are relatively easy to establish, iir. Payne says, but colonies of
ducks are generally more difficult, Five hundred iallards were released
this year, but no successful colony has been established.

3everal more sanctuaries have been set up; and a thorough
study made of a 6,000 acre wmarsh, idissiquash, Cumberland Co., in regard to
soil, water, and wilcdlife population s another possible large protected
breedinz area., Il.early a dozen species of ducl: are know: to nest in Kova
Scotia, the Black Duck being of most generel distribution.

tir, Payre's oerticular research is into the life history of the
3lack Duck, Num“ers ere diminishing, possibly due to the widespread use
of pesticides, althouch there cey he other "limiting factors" concerned.
In 1963, 703 ducks were bandel in spite of the dirfficulties involved (ice
and tides), most of these cCucks being 3laci Ducks. In this connection,
#r. Pnyne uentioned that the first cducl banded in Fova Scotia, an
imewature Black Duck, was neer Kentville, in June, 1913, by our Past-
President, Dr, Harrison F. Lewis.

v

. , Ihe officers of the Kove Scotia Bird Society for the year
1963-196% are as follows:

Presidewnt - Dr, Lloyc¢ B. iacpherson,
Vice-President = lirs, Victor Candoza.
Secretary-Treasurer - iiss Sylvia FullertPn.‘
déitor - 178, Jo W. Dobson,
dxecutive iembers - Lr, Jack Brayley,

M. C. Ro.. Ko Allen
M. W. J, Mills

o

Honorary Solicitor = ir. R. A, Kanigsberg, Q.C.

Aucditor - v, Fo A, Lane, : o

i
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Newslette Novemzex, 1963

Pleons fov Society field trius durinz the summer met writh ,
verying dezrees of success. krs. Fred ihenney writes: ‘ ¢

"On’Au’ust l?th thirteen members of the Mova 3cctia 3Bird

Society met at the edpe orf r'Ptou tovn for the annuzl field daoy, the tour
to be conducted by Dv, 1, 3. nscpherson, The first ston was on the
srounds of rictou Lodpre, where there wns 2 ~ﬂoo concentrﬂtlon of birds,
1nclualn~ R rblers, flvca,chers, nudaqtchea d rrows, Cane lhay
warblers, anc Zay~breestec att ecd the nost ~ttention. There
was aisple oa,ortunlt" for observz:lop u was fortuaate, as most of
the warblers were iimature or in Lwll nlucace,

Fext stos was ou Coribou Tel
birés, and other woter blng. i
interest, Juite 2 {locii of the. vnﬂe Ieedln,

n¢. to observe nigrotinz shore
; rte's tulls attracted most
close inshore.

\fger lunch on.the tench, the weumbers motored inland to
Calder's Lalie, Tour' pairs of neciieC Ducks were reising broods, of
eight to eleven duckllnms exach, on this lake., Tvo flotilles, parent and

young, sailed past in good view.

e vhere Fled-billed Grebes were breeding

Ther: on to Grent's
thet afternoon.

this year, but were not in vie

The dey was v nd sunny and greatly enjoved by ll, our only
regret bein; that there were not wore of us present, Over 80 species of
birds were counted,"

ir, and Mrs. Aenney entertained the rroun at the end of the
trip, with coffee znd refreshi "ts, on the lawn, =ivine us o pleasant
opportunity to relox and compare notes before groceedlnﬁ ho..evard,

Lr, J, B, Ternan has o cdifferent story:

"Infortunately thot tris to Isle Houte did not come off, We
nade two attempts. First time we arrived at the i.orden wharf nt 7,00 a.m,
Too dirty to make the crossing, so we accepted Dr, Harlow's invitation to
have our lunches in his summer place.....just north of Bridgetown on the
Doy shore. We had everything but snow and this on the 10th of Juhe.

Second trip was o month leter, Scme old story. Too rough., We
went to a place czlled the Zlack Hole oncé had lunch on the shore,

doch tilme soie twelve interested members »nlanned to make the
trip. I have a feeling thot the Captain susjsected that we were not 2ll
housebroke and thet as o result he would be unwilling %o make the trip
except under the most favourable circumstances.

It was my intention to male cnother start in Angust.....with a
saall pa rty. We woulc spend the nicht and, if the wind was against us,
spend another nis ht that is %he wov to ul"‘ such a tris, However, so

neny small matters ! upt po,pin7 un that I and to nostpone everything until
éarly in 195k, You will be hearing from me ags

ainliM

, embers in the Holifax aren were able to carry out plans for a
‘Shore Trip in the Lawvréncetow:~Chezzetcook arez on Jeatember 28th, The.
Cay was showery and the wind rav but visibility wps cood and birds were
plentiful, The.feature of the day wns the at Cole Harbour,
which was in the midst of o floc!; of 3lacik Ducks, wheére it stood out

rgelv anong the darler 11rcs 0f specizl interest too were three
sournlnn Doves, twenty Cowon 3nipe in one field anc Gannet, diving
offshore. ainy-eidht species in all were identifi uuentyéfour
members were zresent.
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tewsletter Kovember, 1953

Fron irs. Victor Cardoza we have recelved the following accounts

"September 15/563. Warn doy - no wind, Temp. in 70's, lLeft

Digby 8 s.t. for Westport. 2rier I[sland, Dighy Co; - iiss Lounise Daley,
liss Sdith Lynch, ix. & ixs. Victor Cardoza, :iiss mllzabetq Cardoza,
t:re W. Arthur Crowe and ir. Georpe Cardoza took part,  Birds were seen:
20 Flickers, 30 Aobins, 25 Barn Swellows, 3 Zastern Kingbirds, 58 star-
Jings, 10 Greater Yellow Lers, 145 Crows, 1 L. hyrtle Warhler, 25 Pine
Siskins, 4 Coopers Howlhis, 1 v, auhy Thronted Funnming Bird, 100 Young
Gulls, 1275 Herring Culls, 102 Grent Rlack Aackec Gulls, 1 Y. Baltimore
Oriole, 1 Sparrovw Hawk, L i, headow Lari, 15 rourning Doves, 2 Common
Tern, 27 Red Tail Hawks, 2 5ons iparrovs, 2 Double Crested Cormorants,

6 Cormorants, 3 savannah Zacrrows, 1 Conals Jay, lé_ﬁlue Jays, 1 Rlue
Warbler, 20 Junco, 2 Chickadees, 1 i, Goldfinch, 1 White Breasted Nut-
haotch, 1 Red-breastéd Nuthatch, 1 Black & White Warbler, 1 Yellow Warbler,
1 Vesper Sparrow, 1 White-Crowned Sgarrow, 80 Tree 8Swallows, 2 I, kallard
Ducks, 2 Blue Herons, 2 Wilson's Fetrels.”

Osorey nests were reported in Hslifax and Pictou counties,
Cantain Holdway found one on Carihou Island, rictou County, which has been
used for five years, ~nd wos uscd this yect, the bircds being first seen
at the nest on hay 23wd. . .

lniss athel Crothorne
on 2 hill at Eagle Lole, Folifl
One acdult bird (Osavey)
limb of the

snotted o nest on the top of a2 deacd tree
County, and watched it all day Avoust 7th.
s sitting on the nest, occasionally moving to a
vee, Two other adults were in attendance nearhy.

) trs, D, Willis found an Osprev rest, with an adult bird
“sitting", in o trec ot Porter's Loie, Halifax County, behind the N.D,
red beacon lights, on Julwr 2bgh,

(Captoin korlanc writes from Indian Harbour, Lunenburg County,
"Ospreys around here are just as gom.on as usual, Althourh I know of one
nest only, there are scveral pairs within o few milses,")

Dr. Josenhaons reporis two Osprey nests on the lineville river,
part way between kineville ond Conrad's beach, one nest on the left, one
on the right. About the 10th of Aucust, the young birds were ready to
fly, sonme already flyinc, Roth nests contained five young.

Concerning the breeding scason in general; Dr, Tony Irskine
says the "season was successful for the most part, in marked contrast to
the miserable breeding season of 1962."

Two records of particuler interest coue frox the southern end
of the province; '
A

GRAT CR35TAD FLYCLTCHIR: June 18y nest found at Milton, fueens Co.;
reported by J. Roy Gordon. -He says: The nest was in an old
asple tree, the hole was too deep Ho exanmine contents, It -
wns'at o low clevation, On June 30 the peir were feecing their
young., Birds wa:e very shy ot feeding times and quickly dis-
aspeareC when anproached, rather then remaining to scold. The
young flew on or about July 2, On June 30, while watching the
nest; o second male anpenred on the scene and fought the
original hircd, They were seen to clinch and fall to the ground.
Firnally, onc chased the other away, This is the first geciual
nest of the species vecorced for the Province and constitutes
the second hwrecdins record.

Contributed by iw, R, W, Tufts,

e
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scarted huildins nest in partly screened

e (Lor vutk Cour:ty) of ir, and irs, C, U,
oo i .st.  4Acaln, on June 15th,
Y% ercs werc fou a : nest %cge natched Ile 21st. The
youns, sircds lefu the nest L”CUSV 7th 2nd 8th and were still

she rarrc“ .;" .me nest was “Lilt of moss,

close under the he err,s vere white and 2bout
3/ of re under constant observation
by the considerately vacated the
¢ind 0 . rs, Dean has written
that :he flc’c Ber vere "os describec hy kr.
Tufts snd sr. ¥ "uTe “1 7 was ,c*ha~s 1/2 to 1 “nch
lonzer than the e ~hout 7 inches) ™e haby birds
had 2 sursestuon < -rin~ hut there v‘s none Ciscernible
on the adult bircs,

sl

¢ the first characteristic we noticec
that imade us cute sure thew were rhoebes was the peculiar side
ways otion of their teils, ell as up ond dowm,"

A thirc rveal contribution to our records comes from kr, John D
Orlando, of Bridgetoun:
"auriﬂj the su.. 2 palr of “11dec“ resteo in the vacant
willyard of the iicks Coai.ag 2 ctown, 1 have an
C”celTGQt picture 31 *1P ich shows one of
in the veor although c
the only silces
Scotin.

uhe bhirds
this is

The birds s

interested
nerson who liv which toolx
off to the swai r hatching,"
Crotain 1.78,7, sorlanc s.:ds us che 7ollowiny additional infor-

mation about the Jillct:

Il'[
1963 1
specics
7, Lewis : : 3 g : ]
publicat¢ons have contribulcd to this iu:re:sion, the Fillet
in fact continued o breed in smell numbers in south-vestern
Kova Scotiea, ever 2¢ cezscé Lo ¢o so on the north-

< cxothe VAL

ewsletter" of June
1at in the

century this
ca, Dr, H“,rlsop

Dr. Tewis nubiished a wi" in 1920 steating
that he had pﬂrsonallv qo%crv;& willets orn the Chebozue River,
thmoutn County, since 1911, ~lthough it was not until 1920
that he first discovered 2 ﬁ&'t

In his "iife ¥istories of Hor h ierican shorc Rircs",
A.C, Bent sux:ests that the willets from our province nigrate
in the fell by sea directly %o “he uWest Indies. Lack of any
such hirés on the ilew land anG New Jersey coasts may have
led the various authorities to overlool the sme2ll colonies
which continued to dreed in Fove ;cotie - an arca vhich in
those cays was prodahly considered as beins in the very r:r
Korth!"

i
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POLIGET0ON IS5 a3V GIVaD TO
ALL 340 OF UHJ TOVA SCOTIA
BIAD 50CIa&XY U0 e FULL AXD

Frie Uoa 0P AL, LadDe, 3G

OF =AYl 00 NaClil: BLLONG

10 Us - PO UL PURSQ3L OF

SUJDIa3,

Dorothy &, Willis
".irvena"
) Lr, 3-Fathom Hbr,
august 20th, 1963,

Qur grateful thanks to irs, Willis,

Bird Watching rade sasy. On the afternoon of September 3rd,
Iirs, 3arbara Christie of Hnalifax: had occasion to visit her garage to
inspect furniture she had been painting that norning end was somewhat
astonished to discover e Great Zlue Zeron standing in the shadows at the
back of the garage, After some uoments of mutual contemplation, i.rs,
Christie bethought herself of others, and generously shared her discovery
with interested friends and neizhbors, netted the hvﬂe bird, and carried
it to the shore, there releasing it,

On July 13th, Dr, 4, W, Cumnincham of Zedford was disturbed
by unusually noisy Bluejzavs, U;an investigation, he found a number of
jays busy demolishing a larse was)y's nest., They =vident1y were not
interested in the material of the nest and tore it epart avidly, but
whether in search of larvae, or sim:lv for mischief or revenre, Dr,

Cunningham could not decide, Lo &c insects were around,

wr. C., C. Atkinson, .nnuaolls Roval, and irs. utkinson, observed
an albino Tree Swellov with a flock of other swallows on August 24th at
Parker's Cove, Annapolis County, ©the bird was pure white above, creamy
vhite on the underside, but had the characteristic "fishtail" and other
marks of the Iree Swzllow, iaclud1n~ tyeical flight pattern,

L
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Partial albinism amons birds is more common than the above,
On November 2, in Hants County, lir, C.2.X. Allen saw; among a flock of
two to three hundred Crackles, one whose tail was jure white, except for
the central feathers, which were of normal coloration. This type of
partial albinism, white tail with dark central feathers, has also been
noted on two occasions amon: Starlings, ix. .llen says.

Two of our comiwonest and most heautiful birds, the 3luejay and
the Cedar Waxwing, -have been present i unusual sbundance. throughout the
summer and fall, according to general report, Jnother bird, not at all
common, the 3rown Thrasher, has been noted in unusually large numbers.
&rs. Lent, of 3rier Island saw seven, all at one time, early in October,
and has written "we have seen cozens this fall, I can't believe that so
meny ave stragolers, Jould the members of the 3ird Society watch for

signs of nesting..."

Two other birds

rarities, are attractin:

, the Lark Sgarrow and the Dickeissel, real

atiention throughout the whole Laritime - North-

western United States rezion, Cccurrins as single birds, or in twos end

threes, for the most part,

out this region Ifrom iu
assembling cata on the L

these birde have been wvidely reported thitough-~

ust until the present time, rr. Aaron Bagg i

T =

Sanrrow and Dicle issel in an attempt to

analyse the present situation, nrac will publish his findings in a future
issue of aucubon field kotes,

e Following dg the lisi of outstanding reports of unusual
sightings this sezson, sincec the last publication of the Newsletter:

Cattle HZgret

Snowy Zgret

Yellow-crowned Night Heron

-

Black-crowned Night Heron

Least Bittern

1 - October 18-22, ‘ine Harbour, Guysboroush
County. Jd. C. Hincley.

2 = During July, rersh near Yarmouth,

'I/ o)

ir, and &rs, Lent,

3 ~ Jetoher 31, Cole Harbour Dyke after the
hurrico g, C. A, Payne

L - Hoveazber 1, Cole Harhour Dyle.
C. H. Povne,

> Harbour Dylte. Uncoubt-
till around,

s, wcCerter, MacPherson
and Helliener.

’

1(imm.) Jugust 22. Lavrencetown,
%, Crathorne.

1 (imm.) sugust 31, Lawrencetown. . o
2. Dicks.

1 - July 4-6, Cape Sable,
..rs, S, Smith,
1l - Scotember ¢. 3Brier Island. Fouﬂﬁ in weak-

cned condition; died. DNow in the Halifax
ruseun, kr. 2nd lrs, Lent,

B

e L

L
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Snow Goose
Buropean VWidgeon

Shoveler

Gyrfalcon

Peregrine Falcon

Virginia Rail

- Purple Gallinule

¥ Killdeer

. Golden Plover

Knot

Dunlin

Noverber, 1963

1 - Septezber 28, Cole Harbour. .mong a
floct of duc’i,
erbers of Soclety Fielcd Da

"1 - October 6. Lowrencetown Lake, Halifox Co.

Beslde an Jrerican Widgeon,

W, & P. Hemeon,

1 prir - June 7, ipargaree Forks. Apparently
the first Cape Breton record,
e Jo &rsiiine,

1 - During September, Brier Island,
The Lents.

1 - October 10, Ircnbounc Island, Lunenburg
County, "Seen at 40 yards, in gray plumage.
The acparent power of its flight was impress-
ive, Third sighting of the species in my
lifetime." R, W, Tufts,

1l - Julvy 17. Goat Island, Annapolis County.
Hod been shot. J. B, Ternan,

1l - September 30, Fictou.
e %, Holdwey.

~ Qctober 3. widcle QOhio, Shelburne County,

. been killed hy a cat.

Mrs, 3, MacKay.

(From Dr, H, Lewls in the
Shelburne Coastguarc,)

1l - Seotember 30, Helifax City, Picked up
alive by oolice at a "shopsing centre", taken
to wr, nills. W. J. rills,

2 - Jdugust 1ll, Three-Fathom Harbour, Hfx., Co.
2. Dicks.

1l - Jugust 12, Cape Sable, Feeding in field,
nrs, 8, Saith, )

2 - lLurust 16, Cape Sable., Feeding in field,
1vs, 5, Swuith,

2 - Jurust 29-31, Seal Island., (See note,)
L. B, Macpherson et al.

1l - October 8, Wallace, Cumberland County.
C.R.K. 4Allen,

- July 18, Near Wallace, Cumberland Co.

8
Juite early. Ao Jo Brskine,

1 - August 25. Port Latour,
T.7, T, iorland,

3 - Jlugust 29-31, Senl Island. (3eec note.)
L.3, hacpherson et al.

1 - Jurust 29=-31, Scal Island. - (3ce note,)
. L.5. Mhacpherson et al.

s i




Stilt Sandpiper

marbled Godwit

Ruff
Paresitic Jaeger

Gull-billed Tern

Caspian Tern

Black Tern

nourning Dove

Yellow=-billed Cuclico

Saw-vhet Owl

Pileated Woodpeclker

o0

November, 1963

1 - Susust 4. Three-Fathom Harbour.

C.R.K. lillen.
1 - lugust 30. Covehead | .etionel Parlz, Gulf
7€y Pedieis “his 13 a first for P. m.I., not
for our records, but spotted hy one of our
WELNETS, W, J, nills,

1, - Lustembsr, "iust before Lahor Day weeke-
end", idcanud 3each, Guysborangh County.
D, D, Findlay.

1 - .ucust 21-31, 3eal Tslend. (Sce note.)
L. B. hacpherson et al.

1 - august 31, 5 miles off Lockenort,
Sheclburne Co. T F.*. .orl and. ,

2 - jmesust 2. Lawrencetowm, Halifex Co. (See
note,) C.2,K. Allen and
I.. B, itacoherson.

1 - lLugust 29, Clarkes Harbour, Shelburne Co.
(See note,) L. 3 hacpherson et ¢ l

1 le) or in vinter plunese. aentember 8.
&cwfoxth, Yalifax County.
C.R.i, &llcn.

3 - Sgptember 28, 1””“‘ﬂcCtOWH, Hfx, Co.
Ficld Day.

1 - Qctoher 7, Lrdddlc Clycde River, Shelburne
Countv, .7, ond irs, D, Robertson
(Coastguard)

1 - October 11, Casc Schle, Shelburne County.

Irs. 8, Smith.

15 - October 15, Westnort, Rrier Island,
wrs, V, Cardoza end party.

1 - Qetober 14, Seabrizht, Halifax County.
nve, Doro Bird,

1 -~ October 21, ZHast Lawrencetown, Halifex Co.
C.R.X, allen,

3 - Fovecher 3, Forter's Loke, Halifax County

Dernd, , R, Dicks,

1l - Jupe 36, Fletcher's Lake, Halifax County.
. kr, and irs, Chisholm,

1 ~ Qctober 15. 40una ¥ill, innenolis Co,--

We 8, Whitehead.

1 - October 15-30. Digby (town).
irs, Cardoza and
iiss L. Daley. .
Qctober 16, Sable River, Shelburne. Go.
v, . Levis notes thot this bird is scldom
cen in settled areas.
J. Hobart,

1l -
Dr

1
i
i
i
i
]
i
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~Red-headed Woodpeclker

Western hingbird

Phoebe

See also notc on

Long-billed kiarsh W en

lockingbird

Brown mhr&sher

November, 1963

.) - Fovember 1-3. Cole Hrrhour,

;o Co.  rany mhers of the Soclety have
to sec this birdc.

»rs. J. Rose.

1l -~

Qctober 12,

October 14, Cole Harbour arca.
"

J. Mullerton and E, Jenscen.

-
t

. Serl Island,
L.2, lLacpherson et al,

put

L= Jurust 29-3

1 ~ Qctober =12,

._s. {ardozn iand
riss L. Daley.

. - Cctober 9-11, E£nhle River, Shelburne Co,
i.rs., W, Robart.

rhoehc's nest.

2 - during October, Brier Island.
lr, and krs, Lent, .
2 = Jugust 9 and aftcr, Brier Island.
11, and krs, Lent,

1 - 3eptember 3. ¥Flywouth, Yarmouth County.
CeReve &llen,

1 - QOcteober 7, west lLiewrencetowmn, Halifax Co.
C.R.K. allen,

1l - October 8, B2on Fortage Island, Shelburne
County. krs, B, Richardson,
2 - Qctober 12, Shelburne Co.
Dr. B, X, Doane and
Dr, L,Z, kecpherson,

1 -~ October 13, New Harbour, Guysborouzh Co.
riss B, Crathorne.

2 = June 1, Cope :ﬁblc, shelburne County.

vS, G, =ith,

1 - June 2%, Cazne 3nble, Shelburne County.

s, S, Smith,

2 - Scztember 25-26, Cope Sakle, Shelburne Co
lirs, S. Swith.

1 - Szotenber 27, 7Ton Portage Island,
s. E. Jlichardson,

1 - October %, 3Bon Fortege Island.
rs. &, Richardson,

meny, 7 a2t one time - Late Auzust through
Gorly October, Bricr Island,
tr, ond krs, Lent end family
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Philadelphia Vireo, 1l - July 9. North Lspy Alver, Victorin Co.

Only 3 )revious records for the province,

T8:  Dr. Zrskine savs "I hed an excellent
viev for seversl minutes at a range of 20 feet
(86X binoculars), and observed all the chere
acteristic field morks., I had seen the
species previously in Ontario."

e J. Erskine,

Yellow-breasted Chat 3 - curing September. OIricr Islend.,
lir, ané ikrs, Lent,
1l - October 5. Cape S~ble,
trs. 3, Smith.

Baltimore Oriole 1 .. - 3eptember 15, Westport, Digby County.
) . krs, V., Cardoza and sarty.

1 (imm,) - September 28, Round Hill, Anna-
nolis Co, W. B, Whitehecad,

10 - October 15-30. chby.
rs, V, Cardoza and
riss L, Daley.

1 - Cctober 17, Caope Sable,
rs, S, Smith.

1 - October 19-20, Halifax,
Dr. V. Chute,

several - (See Seal Island note)

1 - November 4, Bedford. :
krs, V. ¥, Chisholm, :
Dickeissel 1 - June 7, Cape Sable, :

hrs, S, Smith, :

2 - September 11, S5able River.
Dr, H, L. Lewis,

1l - October 1 and after, Brier Island. Have
been heard or seen almost every day since
carly ALusust, lr, end hrs. Lent.

1 (f. or imm,) - October 1%, King's County. :
Picked up dead on the road to Port Williems,
hr, W, J, 1dlls, :

2 - (lm, 1f) October 30. Halifex City. it
feeder, Lir, and Mrs. W. Hemeon,

e

1 - November 1., Halifax City at feeder,
kr, and dMrs. W, Hemeon. .-

R

S 1 - Hovember 3. Halifex City at feeder,
mrs, C. Awalt, b

5 - August 29-31, (See Seal Island nQpe)
1l - November 11, County Home, Cole Harbour,

With e flock of sparrovs,
de J. kills,
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Dickeissel (cont‘d.) 1 - November 12, Halifex City,
Dr. J. 3, Hardle.
Towhee %h -~ Jun¢ 13, Shelburne, Reborted to Mr,
lLaron Bass, r, Paul A, Buckley,

several - during September, Brier Island,
Mr, ond hrs, Lent,

1 - October 5, Cape Sable,
krs, S5, Swmith,

1 - Qctober 7, Hnlifax,
nrs. awalt,

1l -~ October 21-23, BEedford,
irs, L, kacDougall,

1 - October 26-27. Northeast Lake, Guys-
boroush Co, Dr, L, B. hacpherson,

1l - October 17-19, Halifax.
Dr. W. Chute,

n
1

Lark Sparrow mid-July, len r Yrrmouth.

hr, and mrs. Leht.
2 -~ (3ee Seal Island notc,)

1 - Jugust 17-18. Bon Portage Island,
mrs., B, Richardson,

3 - Sentember 2. Brier Isleand,
Lr. and lrs. Lent,

White-crowned Sparrow 1 -~ Sentember 15. Uestport,
lrs, Cardoze and party.
1 - October 8-9, Cape Sable.
rs, S. Smith,

When sending in sight records of raritics ; that is, records
unsupported by a study skin or adecuate picture, contributors nre
requested to include as much information as »ossible regarding field
marks of the bird observed; song or call notes, if any, points of
distinction from ¢losely related species, ppproximate dlstance from
ohserver, power of binocular or telescope: used time and place of obser-
vation, length of time of observation; weather and visibility at the time,
behaviour of the bird, etc, 4 rority in Nova Scotin can be con51dcrcd
to be any bird recorded as such in Roble Tufts "Birds of Nova Scotia," .-
Following is an article bv ir, C, R. K, 4llen, which is an example of
correct reportlnv of such an occurrence,

s

fosisian
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L SIGHT RECORD OF CULL=BILLEID TERNS IN MOV SCOTIL
By C.R,K. illen.
On Lugust 2ndg, 1963, Dr, L., B, wmacpherson and the writer
observed two gull-billed teris (Gelochelidon hilogice— at Ve -
town Beach; Hrlifax County, s, s108) ot West, Lawrence

“ue 1

Thg.birds were resting on o sand-bar in a 'diverticulum' of the
Lawrencetown River surroundcq by #=1t marsh and behind the beach proper,

iLrctic anc Comrion Terns; both adult and immnture, were present
on the same bar, and provided nn excellent chonee for comparison,

The birds were studied for about an hour at a distance of
cpproximately 150 yords through 20X ~nd 40X telescopes and the following
points noted: e .

(2) somewhat greater lenzth 2nd stouter build than arctic or

Common Terns;

(b)  entirely black benk, slightly shorter and stouter proportion-
ately thon those of the commoner species;

(c) legs cnd fect blnack, ~nd lers caperently someyhat longer, as
these two birds stood hisher thrn the .retics snd Conmons:

(@) when flushed the tail n>decred fan-shoped or, in some positions,

notched; e

() when on the wing, these two birds joined the adults of the
other speceies in "mebbing" the observers, and during the
process utiered o cnll culte unlike that of Common, Lrctic

or Rogente Terns - o thr syllable "liek~kek-kek" - rather

sharn and pier ~ ond gsomewnst nasal in guality;

(£) the upper wing suifrce and back were definitely poler than
the plumace of the other two species;

(g) wvhen feeding, the ~dult bird behaved in the manner described
for Gull-hilled Terne by Pough, flving low over the water and
apparently nicking something fror the surface or just below.

4t first on honest nttemat vuns made to identify these.two birds
os_Roseate ferms, but this f2iled becnuse of the shape of the tail, size,
color of the feet and legs, and the voice.

The plumage was identicnl in both birds excent for their.capsa
in one this wos uniformly black, but in the other it presented o splpplea
agpecrance os in the winter plumnge of the Caspien Tern. Thls‘latter .
bird also showed juvenile characteristics in its beheviour, moking begging
motions with upraised wings ond oven beak as it followe@_the adult about
over the sand, Turthermore, it took no part in the feeding foroys of the
adult bird but remnined on the sand-bor until flushed.

Three other members of the N, 3
terns later on the same d~y ond confirmed
f

Bird Society observed these
the icdentification.

’ This seecms to be thc first sizht record of Gull-billed Terns
for Nova Scotis, ond the only other record forﬂC;nada thot could beviognd
was in macoun's Cntolozue of Conndinn E}rcs. This record was of a bir

shot at Grand kenon, . 3. in Lugust, 13897. -

gt

b e

s




- 13 -
Neysletter November, 1963

Notes on distribution and migration of Nova Scotia birds:

The sensons hove been out of step with the calendar in 1963;
winter extending into spring, ond summer into fall, The birds, however,
cppear to have stuck to the calendar, as for as records received
indiente; arrivel ond deperture dotes being in line with other yeers,
Foll stragglers mov be stoving longer than usunl, os reports are still
coming in of swallows and worblers, cntbirds, flycntchers; and humming-
birds, n11 of which should hove been gone o month or so 2go,

Cannds Ceese, o~ flock of 10, re-npoecred in the Northumberland
Strait area September I%th; 3rant, o flock of 9, on September 1Oth,

Two Q1d Sgucov stragslers were noted during the summer, in
iugust, one ~t Three-rathom Horbour, one ~t Hubbards 3each, Halifax Co,

Two fem:le Horlecuin Ducks were scen near Pletou September 22nd.
nlso four White-winged and It surf Scoters Sentember l4th =mnd 16th
respectively. .

«w flock of 130 Common Eiders n~npenred ot Little Bass River
July 6th, whcre no more thon 2 ot o time had been scen before,

Red-troiled Howlks nre rcported os very numerous in Digby County
this £all, ond Kestrels numerous in Kings County, "fomilies everywhere",

. Both Semi-poliinted ~nd Bloclk-bellied Elovc§ were seen in flocks

of 100 to 300 ~t Cook's Jcach, Yrrmouth County, .ugust 27th, Six Golden

%;oveg were scen ~t Overton, Yzrmouti County on Jugust 23rd, ond 2 ot
1ttle Bass River, Colchester County on September 2nd.

Common Sniwe were prescnt in unusurnl numbers ~t Cole Harbour
on September ZBtH, ~nd ~ flock of - dozen was scen ot Cape Soble
October 10th,

4 flock of over 20 White-ruwaped Sondpipers wns seen ot Lowrence-
town Beach October 28th, ~nd 9 otlicrs in the ne~rby aren, Other observers
report this specics to be somcwh~it morc common than usunl this year,
Yellowlegs arrived "en mnsse", Hend of Chezzetcook, July 9th.

Seven Pecctornl Sandpipers were scen ~t Lawrencetown kHarsh,
Holifeox County, August 3lst.

Dowitchers nre rcported ns nppenring in the Northumberland
Strait area starting July 7th. 4 flock of 19 appe~red 2t Ecl Brook,
Yarmouth County July 1l2th, July 13, 20 were seen ~t Cole Hnorbour,
Thirty were seen from River John to Jrherst Point July 17-18., A flock of
50 July 27th on Bon Portnge Isl-nd, incrensed to 250+ by mid-iugust. From
this dote on till mid-September, Dowitchers were scen passing through at
Brier Island in greater numbers thon cver beforc noted,

Three Icgland Gulls werc scen in the Cole Horbour-Chezzetcook
aren October 28th.

On October 8th, at Walloce, Cumberland County, at least 20
Common or Arctic Terns werc observed, Those seen ot close range were
mmatures, showing brown on back, although seversl with well-forked toils
were seen ot o distonce, )

Only threc sightings of Blnck~-billed Cuckoos have been
received, one in Lugust ot Senl Island, two In October, onec ot Cabpe Sable
and the other ~t Lockeport. !

-
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On Avgust 23rd, flycatchers, both Kinghirds and Epidomax, were
observed to be congregating in a numser of areas abgut the province, but
a smoll group (6) of flycetchers was still present in Digby town

October 15-28th,

Up until Noveuber 6, a few Iree Swallows were still present in
Shelburne and Digby Counties, Two Barn Swallows were seen on September
24th in Shelburne County.

-Red-brezsted Nughatches werc observed flocking ig thesAggapolis
Valley August 23rc,; vegan to arrive in unusuel nq;bers on Cape Sable
Septemberczith., ané a small flock (12) was observed October 13th. at
Petite Riviere, Lunenburg County. o

Water Pipits began arriving at Cape~Sable™ August 15th, and 50
.were seen at Lawrencetown Lake, Halifax County, October 6th,

Four Cedér Waxwings vere-present in Digby (toyn) November 2nd.
to 6th, R i ; G v

Late datcs for Warblers: Black and White, October 12th;

Parula, September 15th; Black-throated Blue, sScptember 29thg liyrtle
Warblers were moving in lerge numbers through the Dartmouth - to -
Chezzetcook area on August *th.; were noted to be still present at Cape
Sable and inereasing in number around Wolfville October 10th.; were,,
reported as still present in Helifax and Annapolis Counties October 1l4th,
quite numerous at Scabright, Halifex County, on that date., Black-throated
Green Warbler, Octoher $th; @alm, October 8th and 1l%th; and Yellowthroat

. October 1lth, American Redstarts were noted to be very scarce passing the
Lighthouse at Brier lslancd this fall,

A late date for a Boholin': is September 24th, at Sable River.

i:eadowlarizs have bzen seen since September 15th, when one was
reported on Brier Island, Subsequently one was seen at Sablée River on
October 15th,, one at Cape Sable on October 17th,, and 2 in the Cole
Harbour - Chezzetcook area on October 20th,

: A Rusty Blacithird was seen on Cape Sable October Sth‘and 9th.,
and 8 of these birds in the Cole Harbour area October 1luth,

A flock of 100 Common Graclkles was seen August 29th in Dart-
mouth, and floclis of several hundreds in Hante County up to November 2nd.

A pair of EBvening Grosbeaks (male anc female) was observed at
Rockinghain, Halifax County, on July 8th., Evening Grosbeaks have appeared
much earlier than last year in Shelburne County, 6 were seen October 9th.
and 12 on October 10th. On October 13th,, a flock of 50 arrived in
. Bedforc, and is still there., October 1ll+th,, one bird was seen at Cole

* Harbour and a sizable flock in Colchester County. October 15th. a flock
arrived in Digby, a few of which are still there.

. At Cepe Sable, Goldfinches were reported to be passing through
in 10's and 20's froiw Octover 10th, to 20th, Goldfinches also were
present as a "large flock" in Seabrignht, Halifax County, on October 13th.

Fox Sparrous have bzen reported since October 5th. (at Digby)
and were present in large numbers in Halifax County October 20th.

R R
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Contributors to the foregoing 1ist of observations are as
follows: Captain E, Holdway, C.R.XK. Allen, Joan Hudson, Dr, «B. I
Hacpherson, brs. V. Cardoza, jiss Louise Daley, “r'.W' J. m;lls, Dr, A.J.
Erskine, kr. J. S8, Erskine, lLrs, 5. Smith, Mrs. D. Willis, Mir. R, Dicks,
Wr. and Mrs, W. Lent, mrs., E, Richardson, Dr. H, F. Lewls (himself and as
quoted in the Shelburne Coastguerd), Dr. B, K. Doane, P, R, Dobson,
hiss S. Fullerton, Ernest Janson, Captain T,F.T, Morland, Mr, Gordon
Larkin, Mr. and drs, Ward Heieon, jiss Frances Cook, rs, Alice Chisholm,
hr. W. E, Whitehead, i.rs. Dora Bird, and i:iss Ethel Crathorne.

eeseccos oo

At the first fnnual heeting of the Nova Scotia Bird Society,
in his Presidential Report, kr. R. W. Tufts said that the basic purpose
for which the Society was formed was to increase our general knowledge of
bird life in the Province. He said, "This we hoped to accomplish through
the medium of an ever-expanding meubership, made up of more or less .
active, reliable and observant bird students. Taking for granted their
willingness to co-operate, we realized that their respective observational
records could thus be made available. to all, instead of soon being for-
gotten or lost, as has happeneéd too often in past years,"

The Zditor and Committee, on behalf of the whole Membership of
the Society, wish to thank the above centributors, as well as many athers,
not quoted, whose observations have, however, been put on record for
future reference.

PLAK NOW FOR TH& CJnls. 1:AS COUNT.

SEAL ISLAED, 29-31 August 1963
By Lloyd B, hacpherson,

Lying as far south ancd just about as far west as you can travel
and still be in Nova Scotia, Seal Island has an unparallelled fascination
for those interested in islands, unusual plants, shipwrecks and espec-
.1ally birds, Oceanic birds, seabirds, shore birds to be sure, but many
will not realize the profusion of land birds that manage to find their
way to this small, isolated bit of land, particularly at migration time.

3 .Seal Island is two miles long and nearly a mile wide in one
place and is for the post part covered in dense but stunted spruce woods,
It is divided into north and souta parts by a large brackish pond which
has considerable savannah around it. The island has a pebble beach on the
west and a number of fine sandy beaches on the eastern shore. . A few

smaller ponds, some boggy places and a considerable amount of bushy "edge"
complete the quite varied habitats to be found.

. & powerful light, fog whistle and radio direction finding
station is manned every hour of the year by threec hospitable keepers who
live there with their families, The premier inhabitant is krs, Hamilton,
owner and descendant of owners of the island, who has lived fthere all her
life, Her hospitality during our visit will always be remembered.
Formerly more families lived thers, as evidenced by a dozen or so houses
and a still well-kept church.. Some of the houses are now used during the

et ]
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winter lobstering season vwhen about ten bo:té may be~b%s§§tt?§r§; rg%Sgant

inating descripti and lore could be recoraea e
fascinating descriptlon anc 10T ¢ ¢ . k Leve
?gis go ada:tha% theve are some 30C feral sheep on tng island, ant it is
necessary for the fog whistle te b operatgd.about 60% of ‘the tlgihand c
that landing on the island is usually possible only by -dory at either o
two inclined raumps, both ecuipped with pover winches,

»

: ues probably not untypical,
n¢ that afternoon it was

55 followed in the early

xt day, fog only the rest
The temperature was

The weather at the tiwm
For the two hour trip there (we 1
noderately suany with fair visibi
evening by heavy rain and fog un
of that day and until we leTt
probably never far fron 60 cGegree

During r the ruiber of rcsident specles of birds 1is
probably small ai vpified by Comion =iGer, Blacl: Guillemot, Herring
Gull, Boreal Chiclkadee, Ruby-crowned Kinslet, Winter Wren, Blackpoll
Warbler and Yellowthroat, Howeveér, not toc imany observers have been there
at that season (or at any season) ond those speclcs are the ones that
drew themselves to thz attention of two of thc present observers at the
time of a three hour visit in early July of 1953, The Gray-cheeked Thrush
is known to have been o breeding bird there but - nct found at that
time or this,

In the fall, however, it is a diffsrent story. Ve noted o3
species there and in the acjacent waters, The trip started guspiciously
with a Caspian Tern at Clarkes Harbour ané ended by traovelling for 20
minutes through flocks of Fhalaropes,

0f the very "ordinary" birds there may or may not have been
one English Sparrovw - we were never sure. A flock of some 25 Starlings
was seen from time¢ to time, Crows numbered about 10 and there was a pair
of Ravens as well., The most numerous bird was the Herring Gull, estimated
at 3,000, many of thew still wheeling around above the large ncsting
colony to the north of the pond., 4ill of their young seemed to be able
to fly but some, rather obviously, had only recently reached this stage,
The Great Black-backsd Gull nuisbered less than 100 with few immatures.

, Shorebirds were plentiful; 20 species being seen, Our
estimates of numbers were as follovs: Semipaliiated Plover, 2503 Black-
bellied Plover, 90; Golden Plover, 2; Ruddy Turnstone, 1003 Lesser Yellow-
legs, 10; Knot, 3; White-rumped Sandpiper, M3 Least Sandpiper, 250;
Dunlin, 1l; Dowitcher, 2; Semipaliiated Sandpiper, 1,000; Hudsonian
Godwit, 2; Ruff, 1; Sanderling, 100: as well as Red and Northern
Phalaropes wvhosc numbers are discusscd below,

. The number of Spotted Sandpipers scemed to indicate a
migratory wovement., The Ruff was s unexpected bonus, although one or

. more are usually reported in the province cach ycar, It was feeding with

a mixed flock of plover, yellowlegs sné pecp., Shorebird watching in the
fog and rain has its amusing as well as frustrating moments., On one
occasion some of us were convinced that we were looking at a karbled
Godwit and 1% Hudsonian Godwits. We wcre able to get much closer to
them, however, and they turned out to be onc Hudsonian Godwit and 15

- Greater Yzllowlegs! 1In the foz, size.is very misleading and colors very

aifficult to identily, Lnd, of course, one always hopes at first for the
rarer specles, -

That a typical shorebird group, the phalaropes, gave us what
was undoubtedly the nost pleasant experience of the trip, As mentioned
previously, we came upon then on the way back, half-way between S&al
Island anc Clarkes Herhour. The visibility was limited by the fog but
€ven so we saw upwards of 200, TFrowm the time it took us to pass through
thefr there were uncoubtedly thousands in the area. The phalaropes are
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- "mpinlend", for from a bird's point of view, Nova Scotia must constitute !
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desrsls

roovm locally ac whalc birds, the beliel being that yhaZnpare in ?he
wicinity when the birds are there., Phalaropes on the water behave just
1ie other small shorebirds on the beaches, taking off fron the water
anc. aanding lightly end sbruptly on it, flying in ordered formaplons.

re is no fuss when they take off and no splash when they land. .We )
, fect to some of them and could clearly identify, in
both the Northern and Red, the former with black
the more common, appcaring white on the top of the

s on Seal Island in some numbers but
adult remained for our visit., BExcept

The Black Guillemot br
nearly as we could tell only one L ) t :
r this minimua time curing the breeding scason this specles lives at
2, .Disanpointingly, we did not sce the shearwatvers that we had hopeg to
+"5 Claries Harbour fishorman told us that upwards of 500 had flocked
around his boat on the 30th, both hegs and blacl hags, the local namcs for
“he Greater and Sooty Shearwater,

On the island therc were cstimated to bc more than 25 Humming-
.rds, indicating a considecrable tory wovencnt vhich, in part at
cart, is obvioucly over the occan, Small numbers of six kinds of fly-
antchers were scen, These includcd a Phoebe, a rather uncomuon bird
a

e

Y
PGl

anyvhera in Nova deotia, W there were ot least 10 Brown
Creepers, possibly incicetive of o migratory movement, Only one Bleck-
cenned Chickadse was noted but Boreal Chiciadess and Red-breasted Nut-
hntches were abundant, :

Only 12 specice ol werblers were scen and estimates of their
nuiers are as follews: Nashville, 1; Yellow, 5; dMyrtle, 50; Black-
burnien, Zi Chestnut-cided, 1; Bay-breasted, 2; Blackpoll, 2; Palm, 1

.- - “ ?
Ovenbird, Northern Wetcrthru
Ubviously there wes a larze uove

7}

1
3. Yellowthroat, 100+; Redstart, 100++,
1t of Redsterts - rarcly was one out of
sight or hearing of thea, Our carlier visit had suggested that Blackpolls ; 5
anc Yellowthroats were the common brecding warblcers and, as the latter .
nigrate rather later then most warblers, it was assumed that the Yellow-
throats seen were the usual sunmer population., On the other hand the
Blackpolls, if they bred in the numbers they did in 1958, must have left
before our arrival this year. The Ovenbird and Waterthrushes seemed
startlingly out of place around becach boulders and lobster traps.

liost importantly, we were ablc to record here two of the
specles becoming known as "regular rarities", western birds that appear
in Nova Scotia each fall, two thousend miles eact of their summer homes -
.0 Dickeissel and the Lark Sparrow. There were at least two of the
lotter and five Dickcissels were scen at once, Why they should travel
¢rst in the fall is a rcal wmystery, but certainly, once they get into : :
Yova Scotia they seenm to stay near the sea and eventually to try to get ! :

G

x5 far south as they can, One vonders if they all make it back to the :

n large island, HMention shoulcd also be made of the several Baltimore
Orioles we saw, This spceies nests in Nova Scotia in very limited
numbers but by no stretch of the ilmagination can these breeding birds .
account for the frequency with which the species is seen in Nova Scotia

in the fall, i

Since the visibility was so poor during our visit, we had no i
cprortunity to watech birds leaving the island and so have no observations ;
on the direction they teke, #ore fortunately, we happencd to see the i
errival of a single Black-billed Cuckoo from the east., It could only be !
Gescribed as exhausted and we had to walk within 10 feet of it to meke it !
lcave a fence by the beach that it had first touched down on, A& number
of Robolinks were scen to arrive on the islanc from this direction as

well,
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Our small cxpedition c¢idn't solve anything, least of all the
vexed guestion of vhether the land birds on Seal Island at this time of
year reprcsent a sampling of a vast and widespread over-ocean migration
route through and from Nova Scotia or vhether most of these birds arc in
cvery scnse strays., There sceme to be enough evidence from other
locations to make the latter view unlikely, but much more systematic
observation is necessary at this time of ycar, However, the results of
this trip are an exemple of the way in which such cbservation can be
combined with a consicerable degree of pleasure,

We were cfficiently conveyed to and from Seal Island by the
Cape Islandcr "Twin Sons" skippered by Ceptain Bradford Symonds. HMaking
the trip and sharing the observations were Bruce Crawford, B. K. Doane,
C. W, Helleiner, J, &, kecCarter and the writer of these notes, L. B.
Macpherson,
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