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The Christmas Count 

Sixteen counts were submitted from members nf the Nova Scotia 
Bird Society this year, and our comr.,iler has noted that this was 
fewer than he. had hoped for, (he would prefer fifty), but that 
"nevertheless, they do give the outlines of our winter bird popula
tion", Following are condensed versions of the counts: 

Amherst, Cumberland Co. (Dec. 26, 1961) 
Ring-necked 'i3heasant 4-, Herring C,ull 5, Blue Jay 3, Common Raven 10, 
Comw.on Crow 4-2, Robin 1, 8tarlin5 75, House Dp~rrow 75, Eyening 
Grosbeak 19, Pine Grosbeak 6, 1ree Sparrow 3, Snow Bunting 125, 
Species identified 12; individuals counted about 392, 
(Miss Evelyn Lowerison, l'iirs. Henry Myers). 
Bass River, Colchester Co. (Dec. 27, 1961) 
~roated Loon 2, Black Duck 38, .3urf Scoter 18, Common Merganser 
43, Ruffed Grouse 8 1 Great Black-backed Gull 2 1 Herring Gull 37, 
Downy Woodpecker l, Blue Jay 6, Common Raven 2, Common Crow 39, 
Black-capped Chickadee 11, .~ed-breasted Nuthatch 1, Starling 102, 
House Sparrow 62, Bvening Grosbeak 36, Pipe C.-rosbeak 3, Slate colored 
Junco 2; Species identified 18; individuals counted about 4-13, ' 
(Mrs. Lee 3ilbert, 1,ir. & l1lrs, S. \1. Hemeon). 

B1•:idgetown I Annapolis Co. (Dec. 26, 1961) 
Cormorant sp, 2, Common Goldeneye 8, Common Merganser 7, Rough
legged Hawk 1 1 Red-tailed Hawk 1, Sharp-shinned Hawk 2, Pigeon Hawk2, 
Gray Partridge 9, Ring-necked Pheasant 2, Mournin Dove 1, Herring 
Gull 145, Great Black-backed Gull 8, Hairy !loodpe!"ker , Downy . 
Woodpecker'"6, Gray Jay 4-, Blue Jay 39,. Common Raven 6, Common Crow 
128, Black-capped Chickadee 42, Bore?,:).. Chickadee 3, White-,:breasted 
Nuthatrh 3,Robin 2, Eastern Bluebird l, Starling,430, House Sparrow 
675, Brown-headed Cowbird 41, ~ed-winged Blackbird 5, Evening Gros
b:?.ak 76, Pine Grosbeak 14, Purple Fin.~h 22, Comm9n Redp,911 6, ~l!le 
Siskin 3, Americai:1-Goldfinrh ·6, ',/hite-win,£,ed Crossbill 2, Slate-. 
colored Junco 4-, Tree Sparrow 2, Vesper· Sparrow 1, White-thrnated 
Sparrow 1, Song Sparrow 19, Snow Bunting 25, Species identified 40, 
individuals counted about 1767, (Ha.rold Baker, Calder Fraser 
(compiler) Louise Harlow, Walter Harlt,w, Mona Hicks, Leslie McLaugh
lin, ,lilfred ;:.arshall, Gordon 'l'roop, Donald Troop, Roy ihitman, 
Stewart Whitman). 
Brier Island Digby Co. (Dec. 29, 1961) 
Common Loon ~5, Red-throated L"on 2, Great :::ormorant 80, Black Duck 
115, Common Goldeneye 25, Oldsquaw 200, Harlequin Duck 25, Common 
./Eider 150, Bcoters 4-0; Common Merganser 15, ;~ed-breasted Merganser · 
25, Rough-legged Hawk 6, :3parrow Hawk 1, Furple · Sandpiper 250, 
Sanderling 30 1 Glaucous 3ull 2, Iceland Gull 2, Great Black-backed 
Gull 75, Herring Gull 400, Black-le,55ed Xitti\•1ake, 105, Razorbill 2 
Thick-billed Murre 3, Dovekie 75, Horned Lark 70, Blue Jay 7, Common 
Crow 75, Black-capped Chickadee 50, Mockingbird 1, Hobin 13, Golden
cro1med Kinglet 50, Jtarling 200, Common Grackle 17 1 Evening Gros
beak 4, Pine Grosbeak 47, Pine 3iskin 40, Jhite-winged Crossbill 100, 
Slate-colored Junco l?, Tree Sparrow 5, Song Jparrow 4, Snow Bunting 
175; Species identified 40; individuals counted about 2528, (Chesten 
Lent, Harry Lent, ~lickerson Lent), 
Cole Harbour - Chezzetcook, Halifax Co. (Dec, 26, 1961) 
Common Lr.-on 1, ned-thl·oat,id Loon 4, i'led-necked Grebe 2, Horned Grebe 
2, Canada Goose 1190, iiJ.allard 1, Black Duck 730, Pintail 3, Common 
Goldeneye 10, Bufflehead 19, OlclGquaw 6 1 Common Eider 4-, 1/hite-winged 
Sc.oter 6, Common 3coter 24-, Had-breasted Merganser 2~, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 1, l'l.ough-legged Hav1k 2, Bald ~agle 2, Sparrow Hav1k 3, Ruffed 
·}rouse 1, Virginia Rail 1, Purple 3andpiper 74, Iceland Gull 8,Great 
Black-backed ,,ull 61,Herring Gull 620, Ring-billed Gull 95,Black
headed Gull 11 1 DoveJHe 1, Hai'ry Woodpecker 1, Horned Lark 12, 
Blu<; Jay 4-, Common Raven 65, Common Crow 235, (Cont'd) 



.. 
~;c.le Harbour - --:;hezz2tcoot, Halifo.x ·o. (:~0n·: 11.l) . __ . . _ 
Black-c1.1~,,r;-2d Chickadee i~6, :jorr_;al Cl~icl:ei.rleo :), _-C.Jl-or-2ast0d 1\u\;11:J.t,::~~l 

1, Erown Cr3eper 1, Lon7;-bi llad ~-.,iar·;:;h _ ::J.r,_)n 1 ~- IH'O'._;'.~? '~·hras_he_; l ,_ . 
1{obin 3, .;oldcn-Cro\.,·nod i':ir1i:;lot ;i, Jt.:.1.rl.i..:.:; -:)~}'.), i,1,yr~1~, ,-~arcl\.:l' 1, 
i!ousc1 Gparr011 175, ;,:aa.dowlad: 3, ,leChiingod 31·,.c 1~bird 9, Oommor: 
Grs.'ckle 43, Brovn1-hcnded (;o'JDi:cd 63, -~vening ,Jro sbcr;;.k 12, ?#ta 
Gr.9§,p•c?,k 25, }.Jin9_;Ji,,kin 15, AmGr.ic,.m Goldfir,ch 150, .'hite-wingod 
:Jros~il1 2, Savannah 3bo.rrm1 16, 312.ce-c:olor8d Junco 97, 'i'ree 
3pHrrow 2, dhi te-throat~d 3parros,_1 11, S~1amv Sparro'..r 1, Jong 3ps.rr0v.1 
14, Species identified 59; ind.iviJv1ls count8d about 4811. 
(C,R.K. Allen, B.,i. Allen, John Com-.,", {:thel Cro.thorrw, f'hyllis 
Dobson, J.A. Mccarter, L.B. HacPr11rson, H.P. !foffatt.) 

Halifax Halifax :::o. (Dec. 31, 19bl) 
Co=on ioon 3, Red-n0cked Grebe 3, Horned .~rebe 2, Great Cormorant ,:ii+, 
Common uoldeneye 3, Oldsquaw 5, Common .,..;ider 1, '!!hi te-.:inged Seater 1, 
Surf Seoter 1, Common Scoter 2, Red-brc:asted M0rgo.ni:..0r 7, Rough
legged Hawk 1, Ruffed Grouse 5, Common onipe 1, Icelirnd Gull 4 1 

Great Black-back0d Gull 250, Herrin;: ,;ull 1500, Yellow-shafted 
Flicker 1, Hairy \loodpecker 5, Downy '.'ioodpeclrnr. 14, Gray Jay 6, 
Blue Jay 23, Common ,laven 7, Common Cro'7 62, Blo.ck-capped Chickadee 
90, Boreal Chieko.dee 22, \Vhit,:;-bruasted liuthatch 2, Red-breasted 
nuthatch 19, Bro·,m Creeper 3, J..:ockin :bird 2, Robin 2, Golden-
Cro'ilned Kin:;let 4, Starling 50oo,'7lcuse Sparrow 1500, Baltimore 
Oriole 2, Common Grackle 15, Bro·,m-h0aded Cm/bird 96, Jiygning 
Grosbeak 115 1 Pur.lJk_Ei.nch 2, Pin'" '.JroGbeak 15, Fin0 "iskin 58, 
American Joldfinch 5, 0latcl-colorud 'Jurico-46, 'rree Sparrow 3, Fox 
Jparrow 1, Son,-; Sparro·.1 5. f3p0cic:, :i id0ntifi0d 46; individuals 
counted about 8948, (C,lt,:C. Allon, Mr:,, G, F. Backman, Mrs. J., A, 
Baird, Mrs. :S. A, Bell, If.rs. P. s. ,;hristie, -.1, J. Chute, Ivirs. Arthur 
Coffill, John Corner, Zthel Jr:,.thorne, L':rs. J. , • .Jobson, ,3, A.Grimm, 
lixs. Ralph Hebb, R. H. llelpard, \Jard Hem0on, e1ordon Larkin, 
L.B. MacPherson, J. A ... cCart8r, ',"i, J. Mills, H. P. Moffatt, 
Mrn. C. L. Torey, ciichard .lo.rd,) 

Ii1dian Harbour, Halifax Co. Dec. 26, 1961) 

Common Loor:i. i, Black Duel< l, Oldsquar1 2, ,'<ing-necked Pheasant 1, . 
Gr8ad Black-backed Gull 9, lforrint:; uull 55, Dovekie 1, Blue Joy 4, 
Common Cro11 2, Black-capped Chickaddc 1+, ..lad-breasted Nuthatch 2, 
Starling 50, House 3parro;: 20, Bro1m-head0d Coubird 18, Evening 
:_;rosbeak 5. i3p.ecies identified 15; iudividuals COUJlt<cid about 175, 
(Esr'J'."'covey, ,1:j_lbert Jollimore, Gordon Richardson, Kenn,Jth i'lichart1so11 
}:U.riarn Wetmore). 

Kardsalc, Annanolis Co, ( Dec. 30, 1961) 
!farring Gull 16, Blue Jay 9, Common c·bvon 2, Common Crm, 17, Elack
Cc.l.pped Chickadee 6, :i,od-brcasteci Nuthatch '•, Brom1 Cr0epe,r 2, '.,;oldon
crmmed Kinglet 2, 3tarling 19, House Gpurro'..: 16, American Joldfinch 
•,8, unidentified 6. Speci8s ic\en-ci '.'L,u 11; individuals counted aliout 
147, (Joseph Johnson). 

Konm,tcook, Ho.nts Co. (Doc. 24, 1961) 
';r:o~y Jay 1, Blue Jay 5, St:.:rling 14, i{ousi-J Sp,J.rro\·: 1, Bro,,~rn-he-J.dC-:d 
(Jo-.-1:Jird 5i Species id0ntificd 5; inciividu:.tl3 counted 26. (1112.s. Joi..:, 
u. 2\JC 1Jray) . 

Pictou 1 Pictou Co. (Doc, 24, 1961) 
Oldsqua,7 2, Groat Bluck-backecl Gull '), Herrin:::; Gull 156, Ic,clc,nd. ]ull 
1, Hairy ',foodp0ckar 1 1 Dovm:r ':/ooclpeckur 1, blu0 Jay 11, Gammon Cro':i 
~l, Black-capped Chickadee 16, }hitc-braa.stcd Nuthatch 2, Robin 2, 
0tarl1ng 80, Myrtle \"'/arblor 4, dous,, :..:iparro:, 130, nrmm-hoad"'d Cm,
bird 1J.2. , T_:;,rcn:tn3_1}rg_.sb0,:J.k 10, 5lat,:-colour0d Junco, 12, Sno·.1 31.illtin;: 
2. :3pec.i,:is fdoritifie,r·1a;· individu:1ls count,"d ::tbout 522. · 
(;;;. Holdway). 

:~ound Hi 11 1 AmnpolLi Co. (D0c. 30, 1961) 
Herring Jull 15, Grci ,t Black-bnckod Gull 7, Do·.my ./oodpecLar 2, B:!.us 
J:;,;_y 5, Cornr.non :Rav.::n 1, Co:r:.r1on Groi.: 11, Black-co.t1)2d !.:;f~ickc.1.du~ 11, 
I1(.1real Chickadee 1, _!.t0d-br.10:.1stc?d Nu~hateh 8,. (1olden-crov1n0d. Ki11t;lf;·t l, 
::tar ling 2B, House :.5[>o.rro:.· 7, Pin.2 ,J'rosbeak 21, .:imeric::an Goldfinch ? , 
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Round Hill 1 Anna~olis Co, (~ec, 30, 1961) 
Song Sparrow i, ;;pecios identified 15; individuals counted about 126. 
(Mrs. J, E, l!'itzRandolph, l.lrs. Iii, ·,1hitehe:i.d, 1/, .ill, ·:1hitehead). 

Springville Pictou Co, (Jun. 1, 1962) 
Red-breasted Merganser 1 1 Red-tailed Hawk 1, Great Black-backed Gull 
29, Herring Gull 100 1 Belted Kingfisher 1, Hairy ,loodpecker 2, Blue 
Jay 6, Common Raven 11, Common Cro·,, 74, Black-capped Chickadee 22, 
Boreal Chickadee 6, Robin 1, Starling 250 1 House Sparrow 200, Common 
Grackle 3 1 bvening G!'.9sbaak 21, Pine Grol'l~k 6, Slate-coloured 
Junco 2. Sp~cfe-s-fderit:!1'Iea 18; fia:fviduals counted about 758. 
(Fred Kenney, Mrs, Fred Kenney, Cicily fod), 

Stewiacke 1 Colchester Co, (Dec. 27, 1961) 
Common Merganser?, Bald Eagle 1, Ruffed Grouse 2, Ring-necked 
Pheasant 1, Great··Ble.ck-backed Gull 5, Herring Gull 9, Hairy Wood
pecker 4, Gray Jay 1, Blue Jay 24, Common Raven 12, Common Crow.46, 
Black-capped Chickadee 19, Boreal Chickadee 14,Red-breasted Nuthatch 
191 Golden-crowned King~ t ? , Starling 290, House Sparrow 162, Brown
headed Cowbird 44 1 ~eniM..._Grosbea_:!s..4, P~~r~~ 181 Pine Siskin 
~ American Goldfincli7r, \lhire=:wrnged . Crossbil"l 29~ Slate-~ 

.-;junco 17 1 Snow Bunting 120, SpecfesTdeiffI?ied 26; individuals ·· 
counted about 819, (Mrs. Donald Annen, Mrs. Raymond Stewart, Mrs. 
Jarvis Gtewart, Elton Pace and rlobert Gibbon). 

Wine Harbour, Guysborough Co. (Dec. 24, 1961) 
Unident:J.fied ducks 61 unidentified hawk 1, Common Crov1 12, Black
capped Chickadee 10, Boreal Chickadee 9, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 13, 
Starling 20, ~l?, \lhi_te-\7-i_!!E~9:.. Cross_bil;L 10, Slate
coloured Junco 3, other unidentifieabirds 6r.-$pe~ies identified 
10; :individuals counted about 168, (Gordon MacLeod). 

Wolfville 1 Kin~s Co,, (Dec. 30, 1961) 
Canada Goose 1 9, Black Duck 302, Green-winged Teal 5, Common Golden
eye 23 1 Whitew.i.nged Seater l, Common Merganser 9, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk l, Red-tailed Hawk 5, Bald Eagle 1 1 ?igeon Hawk 1 1 Ru!fed Grouse 
3, Grey Partridge 13, Ring-necked Pheasant 17, Great Black-backed 
Gull 131 1 Herring Gull 448, Mourning Dove 3, Snowy Owl l, Flicker 1 
Hairy Wooapecker 3, Downy Woodpecker 2, Horned Lark 5, Blue Jay 77, 
Raven 29 1 Crow 404, Black-capped Chickadee 102, Boreal Chickadee 14 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 12, Red-breasted Nuthatch 12, Brown Creeper 
4, Robin 2, Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 1 Starling 681, Myrtle Warbler, 
2, House Sparrow 74. 9, Red-winged Blaclcbird l, Cowbird 192, ~gn;j,_yg 
Grosbeak 179, Purple Finch 2, Pine Grosbeak 83, Pine Siskin , 
Go'I'a:Iinch 150, lllii.!iJit-:-ving<:ld Crossbill 44, Savannah Sparrow 4, Slate
coloured Junco 110, Tre·e Sp:irro,1·9;·-·~vhite-throated Sparrow 3, 
Song Sparrow 25. Species identified 47, individuals counted about 
4093, (S. Bleakney, J. Cameron, J. Erskin (compiler), R. Erskin, 
R. Harper, C, MacDonald, E. Mullin, ·P. Smith, R. W. Tu!ts. Feeding 
Stations; Mrs, :1. Davidson, Mrs. !,!, Forbes, Mrs. A. Gill, 
Mrs. w. Urban), 
Yarmouth ~ an Rd) Yarmouth Co,, (Dec. 31, 1961) 

w, uni en J. ie , ue ay , Black-cupped Chickadee 6, Brown 
Thrasher l, House Sparrow 12, :.nate-coloured Junco 8, Species 
identified 5, individuals counted about 33. (Mrs.~. G. Sallows). 

Unusual additional species noted during this period in 
addition to those underscored in the Counts, 

VeB!)er Sparrow ( dolfville) 
,food Duck (Stewiacke) 
Black-backed 3-toed Woodpecker (Stewiacke) 
Mockingbird (Round Hill) 
Yellow-breasted Chat (Round Hill) 
Peregrine Falc~n (Round Hill) · 
Flicker (Yarmouth) 
Great Blue Heron (Indian:-Harbour) 
Winter Wren (Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook) 

(cont•d 
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I In the above lisc,;, tlL outst::rndin;; obs(orvation was the 
of an :.o;ast-.Jrn Bluobird In Paradiso, reported by the 
Caldor Fr:.tsc:r, ,md thu .!hi tmans has having boon there 
9, The only food it ~as seen to accept was apples. 

1 occurrence 
Ruv, J. R. 
since Dec. 

Our Compiler notlls further· that "this seems to have boerr a 
r0asonably good year for most ainL0r finches, many species havin,,; 
been noted on the counts ·,,hose cove ra;-:;0 included suitable habitat, 
However, R0dpolls were notablJ sc1;.rce, being recorded on one count 
only. Ap;ain, this yuar, R,;d Crossbills ,,ere absent from the Pro
vince, as, fro the most part they have been for the past 10 to 15 
years; probably not more than half-a-dozen individuals having beeE 
seen in that time. All winter finchGs have the reputation of being 
erratic in abundance and range. For example, Zv1;1ning Grosbeaks 
were rarely seen in Nov'.l Scoti8. prior to tho forties; but are now a 
common winter bird here." 

Sinca Christmas, a number of interesting reports have come 
in, which are list0d belo·.;, and included are some Summer and Fall 
observations receiv0d too latG for the last Newsletter. 

s:eecies lli?..:. ~ 
Summer Tanager 1 June 14/61 

GL·een Heron Lj. Oct.21/61 

iestern Kingbird 1 Sept.2/61 

Towhee 1 Oct. 20/61 

Vihi te-fronted Goose l Nov. 3/61 
(First record in Nova Scotia - Had b00n 

Yellow-breasted Chat 1 DGc,17/61 
(Still around Feb.21st) 

Fox Sparrow (several)Dec.17/61 
(Still around Feb.21st) 

Snowy Owl 1 
Eastern BluebiL·d 1 

rtusty Blackbird 
(1 male,l female 
- at feeder) 

Hermit 'rhrush 
•seaside Sparrow 

2 

1 
1 

D0c.30/61 
Dec,30/61 

Sarly 
J,m./62 

Jan.21/62 
FGb,LJ./62 

Locality Re:eorted by 

Yarmouth Mrs. Verona 
Moor 

Yarmouth Mrs. Verona 
Moor 

Big Interval Dr.J.B.Hardie 
Invern0ss Co, 
Annapolis 
Vallily 
Paradise 
shot) 

Elizabeth 
Stubbert 

W.E.Jhiteherid 

Jollimorli, Mrs. S.O.Meni0s 
llfx. Co. 
Jollimore, M.rs. S.O.Monlcs 
Hfx. Co, 
Lliddleton Murray B0nt 
Pt. Pleasant(lllrs. P. B. F. 
Park(Hfx) Smith 
Yarmouth Clark Higby 

Halifax City 1. J. Mills 
Lawrenceto\1n C .. a.K.Allt..:n 
Boach-Hfx. Co.)and 

L. B.MacPhur-

'This is not only a ~irst rlecord for Nova 
Scotia, but 1111 of Ca1uda, and has b0on 
verifivd by Eurl,., lrod_frey, Nutional Museum, 
Ottawa. Con::;ratulations to Dr. h,acPhorson 
and Mr. All.cn. 

!301:! 

J1owhee 
Towhee 

'I·owhee 
'1'owhee 

1 
l 

1 
1 

Fcb.18/62 
.l!'eb.18/62 

Fub.20/62 
Fub,21/62 

Chester 
Annapolis 
Royal 
.Shorbrooke 
:l'ollimorc, 
,ffx. Co. 

\linthrop B<.lll 
Mr. & Mrs. 

Ternan 
John i-!ingL:y 
Mrs. S. O. I,Jonivs 



Once ag:iin we wish to thank those members who have 
written or tlllephoned to inform us of unusual bird obs0rvations. 
These are valuable records, aside from being of great interest to 
the other members of the Society. 

Since our last mail.ins, sevoral observers from mainland 
Nova Scotia hav0 offer0d to fill out Bald Eagle winter population 
forms. Many thanks! We would, ilor10v0r, still lik.:: to have mere 
observers from wost of th1.: Straits of Canr:;o. 

One last .itGm of news is that our first Junior GrouR is in 
process of formation. An application for affiliation with the 
Society has been received from a group of young p~ople in Kcnnetcook, 
Since our Constitution does not provide for group membership, somG 
adjustments may have to be made, and a Committee of your Executive 
has been set up to study the situation, It is, of course, highly 
desirable that everything possible should be done to encourage 
junior groups in the Society, and members will be kept informed of 
~he progress of the Committee, 

·.'' w 
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In reviewing bird notes and records received from members of the Society sirl?e 
the appearance of the last Newsletter, general curiosity about the appearance of -:.he 
cattle egret in Nova Scotia makes this bird wortey of more tt&1 passing comm.ent, 

The editors of Audubon magazine quote "The Handbook of British Birds" as sey!ng 
that the cattle egret (BubulctlS ibis ibis) is about 20 :l.whes long; eggs usua!fy 
4 or S, pale :blue; nests built largely of sticks, in the reeds of swamps, s01'16times 
in trees; feeds largely on insects disturbed by grazing cattle, ani removes rua.-iy 
insect parasites frOlll domestic a.nima.ls. This is a mediuni-sl:i:ed heron, a,r.,pew:-:1.ng 
almost wholly white, though the adult in breeding season has a tuft of buffish 
feathers on the crown, buff feathers on the mantle and the breast, The best field 
mark is its yellow bill, 1froader than the dagger,.llke bill of the snowy egret, or the 
little blue heron • the onzy two birds for which it might be mistaken, Breeds in 
both north and tropical Africa,. in Europe onzy in southern Spu!n and Portugal, and in 
southwestern Asia, ·-' · 

In 19.30, flocks of cattle egret were reported in South America, in British 
Guiana, but. it is not certain that these were t.11.e first immigrants, and their origin 
remains a ll\Ystery. According to Haverschmidt (Audwon, Sept.,-Oct. 195.3), they a.re 
still numerous there, in cattle country, their southern limit in Dutch Guiana. In 
1954, two cattle egrets were seen in St. Croix, in the Virgin Islar.ds, and the follow
ing year, in the same place, a flock of 26 bfrds n·..s reported, Flocks were observf.ti 
in Haiti and in Cuba in 1956; and. in the same·year 1,100 nests were counted near Lake 
Okeechobee, in Florida, by Alexander Sprunt and companions (Audubon, Nov,-Dec. l.956). 
Actually, the first cattle egret collected in the tmited States w-..s in Massachusetts, 
in 1952, bt1t, by 1956, these birds were scattered 11fr0111 the t:i.p of Texas to Booton"· 
(David E. Davis, The Auk, O::tober, 1960) • 

The first Canadian record came from Ontario, Mey-, 1956, and the second, :tn the 
S8llle year, also from Ontario, A cattle egret flew- aboard a vessel f!shing off the 
Grand Banks of Newfoundland, in 1952, but since the vessel was 200 mil.es offshO::'e, the 
Ontario records are considered first for the mainland of C".anada. 

What is believed to be the first kn0111'l oceut're::me of t.11.e cattle egret in Nova 
Scotia took place on November 23, 1957, at East Sable River, Shelburne County. A. 
careful observation of this bird was made by Mrs, Frank C1•aig, of that place, Ch 
December 10, 1957, Benjamin F. Smith, keeper of the light on C'.ape Sable, collected a 
cattle egret that appeared there, The specimen was deposited ii1 the Nova Scot.la 
Muse1.1111 of Science, Halifax, and is the first Nova Scotia specimen of the cattle egret, 
It is possible that the egret seen by Mrs. Craig on November 2.3 and the one collected 
by Mr. Smith on December 10 were the same bird, 

On ~il 28, 1961, Mrs. Evelyn M. Richardsor. found on B~ Porte.ge Island, o.ri 
which she resides, the skeleton and some plU!llage of a cattle egret, n.r.ee otber birds 
that llllilY have been cattle egrets were reported soon aftert-r.>rd by various observers ~n 
Shelburne County. 

A bird that was almost certa.infy a cattle egret ws seen by variow: peOj_Jle in the 
ar~a between Central Chcabogue and the south end of YarlllOl.lt.h Town on ~ 1, 2, and 3, 
1962, end on ~ 20. .A bird that was prol:,abzy a cattle egret was observed in Louis 
Head, Shelburne County, on~ 10, 1962. 

A bird that is believed to have been a cattle egret was reported neai:' Low-er 
Wedgeport, Yarmouth County, on ~ 31, 196:?.. On the follow!.ng dey, Lt. Col. J. Ii.,-rael 
Pothier sm, this bird at a little distatice and, on June 3, he succeeded in obser·.ring 
it in detail. 

Mr, Robie W, Tufts reports that 2 cattle egrets were iieP.n e. nulllber of times !n 
earfy ~. 1962, at Avonport, Kings County, and that another bird of this species 11as 
seen at Upper' Granville, Annapolis Cour1ty, at about the same time, 



For full and authoritative information about the cattle egret, membe-rs are 
referred to "The Spread of the Cattle Egretr., by Alexander Sprunt, Smi.thsonian 
Report, 1954: 259-276, 

The Editor wishes to thank those members of the Society who have sent in 
records of early and otherwise unusual observations of birds, sfoce the last 
publication of the Newsletter. Such records are preserved for future t'efe.rence, 
and, in this connection, members should know that these records are available for 
study, In particular, we are fortunate in havirif! frvm Mr, J, S, Erskine, of 
Wolfv!11e, a cumulative bird count from 1948 to 1962, lri h!,$ vicin:.ty, ,Also~ we 
have Captain E. Holdway's record of birds seen at. Pf.ct0'.:1, and at WoGd. Island, 
P.E.I., for the year 1961. 

In the list following, * indicate;:; further comment be.low. 

Red-throated loon 

Red-necked grebe 

" 11 II 

Double-crested 
cormorant 

II II 

Great blue heron 

II Ii 

Bittern 

Cattle egret 

II II 

" it 

Glossy ibis 

Ganada goose 

n 

Ii ii 

n It 

Pintail 

ti 

Green-winged teal 

Blue-winged teal 

Baldpate 

Redhead 

Date 
T9"m" 
May 5 Cole Hbr,-C:hezzetcook 

area 

No, 

1 

1 May 4 Lnwrencetown, Hfx. Co, 

C,R,K. Allen 

C,R,K. Allen and 
;;.,B, Macpherson 

37 

43 

Apr, 7 

Apr,23 

" 
A:rcad la, Yarmouth Co. 

L,B, Macpherson 

C,R,R, A.:i.len 

10 

l 

1 

Apr,30 Eastern Shore, Hfx, Co, L.B, Macpherson 

l 

1 

1 

1 

All winter Digby 

Max,29 Cote Hbr • ..Chezzetcook 

Apr, 7 Cole Ha:r·bour 

May 1-20 Yarmouth 

May 7 

May 3.i. 

l May 16 

Lotter Wedgeport 

Caledonia 

$1'.)0+ Mar,17 

1800+ Mar,19 

2000 ,A.pr. 1 

l 

2 

Mey 5 
(late) 

Mar.29 

Apr, 1 

Mey 5 

May 9 

Cole Hbr,-Chezzetcook 

" 

" 

" 

11 

II H n 

II II " 

11 

20 

3 

1 mid=May Bon Portage Island 
(1 week) 

Mr" ~.d Mrs, Gray 

L,B, Macpherson 
and C,R,K, Allen 

L,B, Macpherson 

Mr, arid Mrs, Higby 

I, Pothier 

Fhi1i.p Sm.ith 

C.R,R. A1let1 and 
L,B, Macpherson 

C,R.K, Allen 

L.B, Macpherson 
and C.R.K. Allen 

lt 

C,R,K, Allen 

ll " 
Mrs. E, Richardson 

---.. -------,----------



·Ring-necked duck 

Scaup 

II 

Barrow's goldeneye 

COllllllOn scoter 

u n 

Sur.f' scoter 

Common merganse%' 

Turkey wlture 

i!Bald Eagle 

" • 
" " 
n II 

n n 

Marsh halrk 

11 U 

!£· 

9 

Date 
1%2 

.Apr. 1 

300 Mar.lo 

500 Apr, 1 

- 3 -

Locality 

Cole Hbr • ..Chezzetcook 

II U " 
n II II 

Reported by 

L.B. Macpherson 
and c.R.K • .Allen 

It II n n 

J,A, McCarter and 
L.B. Macpherson 

l Feb.28 

16 Mar.17 

Three Fathom Hbr.,H.f'x.Co. C.R.K. Allen 

500 Ma:y 5 

500+ Ma:y 5 

38 Mar.lo 

l Mal:•. 1 

Cole Hbr • ..Chezzetcook 

It II II 

II II II 

n n u 

Shot at Shinimicas, 
near A,roherst 

2 since Feb. Lower Wedgeport 
(1 all winter) 

J,A, Mc:Carter and 
L.B. Macpherson 

n n n 

C,R.K. Allen 

L.B. Macpherson 
and C,R.K, Allen 

Evelyn Lowerison 

I. Pothier 

1 Mar. l Yarmouth County J. B, Ternan 

2 Mar,20 Cowie Falls, Queens Co. R, w. Lavender 

2 Mar,30 Stormont, Geys. Co. .A. B. Hodgson 

1 Apr. 9 Round Hill, Anna. Co, W. E, Whitehead 

Lower Wedgepcrt I, Pothier 

Ronald Dicks 

Red-shouldered hallk 

1 Feb.21 

1 Apr. 3 

1 Feb,21 

1 Ma:y 5 

3 Apr,30 

1 Apr. 3 

Cole Hbr,-chezzetcook 

Lower Wedgeport I. Pothie%' Iv.>, #t0,ra"'1V1) 

n II n 

Osprey 

Sparrow hallk 

-!!Hungarian partridge 

Killdeer 

Piping plover 

Round Hill 

Eastern Shore 
,i 

Cole Hbr,..chezzetcook 

1 Ma:y 1 Cape Sable 

4 .Apr.14 Cole Hbr,..cbezzetcook 

Black,.,bellied plover l ,Apr. 7 II " n 

-!!Woodcock 1 Mar.26 Hali.f'ax (city) 

n 1 Apr. 2 Lower Wedgeport 
(doing night .f'light) 

Rut'.f'ed grouse 2 Ma,y 5 Cole Hbr,..chezzetcook 

Semi..palmated plover 2 Ma:y 5 ff 11 11 

Common snipe 2 Apr.23 Arcadia, Yarmouth Co. 

w. E. Whitehead ( /I 

L.B. Macpherson 

Ronald Dicks 

Mr.and Mrs.S.Smith 

L.B. Macphe%'son 

LJ3. Macpherson 

D. Anderson 

I, Pothier 

c.R.K. Allen • 

n n 

n II 

) 



"' 

SRecies 

Willet 

II 

Greater yellowlegs 

Sanderling 

Tern (sp,) 

II II 

!!£· 
10+ 

25 

2 

2 

1 

Date 
'I%'Z 

Apr.27 

May 5 

Apr. 7 

Apr.14 

Apr.27 

300+ ME\)' 4 

Local!!:r, 

Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co. 

Cole Hbr • ..Chezzetcook 

II II II 

11 U 11 

R~rted by 

C,R,K. Allen 

It It 

L.B. Macpherson 

II II 

Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co. C.R.K. Allen 

I. Pothier 

Black,.J,ill~d cuckoo l Jun. 1 

Jun. 3 

Mey 29 

May 26 

May 17 

May 18 

Lowe-r Wedgeport 

Bedi'ord, Halifax Co. Mrs. V. Chisholm 

II II 

Whii:.-poor-will 

Nighthawk 

Chimney swift 

Hummingbird 

Flicker 

n 

Ye How-bellied 
sapsucker 

II 

Eastern kingbird 

Western kingbird 

Eastern phoebe 

Least i'lycatcher 

Tree swallow 

II 11 

II 11 

u It 

Barn Slla.llow 

It II 

House wren 

Winter wren 

Mockingbird 

II 

Brown thrasher 

II 

n 

II 

II 

II 

II 

l 

1 

1 

l 

1 

Rockingham, Halifax Co. Mrs, A, Coi'fill 

Bedford, Halifax Co. 

Round Hill, Mna, Co, 

ti II II II 

II II II II 

Mrs, V. Chisholm 

W. E. Whitehead 

ti n 

n II 

1 all winter Digby Mr. and Mrs. Grey 

1 Mar.15 White Point, Queens Co, Mrs. Doggett 

1 Apr ,27 Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co, C,R.K, Allen 

1 Mar.13 Round Hill, Anna. Co. W.E. Whitehead 

Feb,20-23 Sable River, Shel, Co. 

Bon Portage Island 

Round Hill, .Anna. Co, 

II II II n 

Mrs. D, Harlow 

Mrs. E, Richardson 

W.E, Whitehead 

II H 

1 

1 

1 

l 

4 

Apr.23 

May 19 

Apr,21 

A.pr.22 Tusket area, Yarmouth Co, C,R,K. Allen 

Liverpool Ii ti 50+ Apr.29 

50+ Apr,,30 Near Tangier, Halifax Co. L,B. Macpherson 

1 

2 

.l\.pr.2.3 

A,pr.29 

Tusket, Yarmouth Co, 

Round Hill, .Anna. Co, 

1 Feb,12 Brook:J,yn, Queens Co. 

l .A,pr,15 N.E. Lake, Halifax Co, 

1 all winter Halii'ax (ci~y) 

2 or 3 n 11 Near Liverpool 

l 

1 

Feb.19 Lower Wedgeport 

Apr.25- Bon Portage Island 
M:zy 23 

early Mey Halifax (city) 
l May 4 Cape Sable 

C.R,K. Allen 

W .E. Whitehead 

R, Lavender 

L.B. Macpherson 

Mr. and Mrs. Torey __ 

Mrs, A.M. Ryan 

I, Pothier 

Mrs , E. R !chards on 

D, Ward 
Mr.and Mrs. s. Smith 



.. 

Rabin 

II 

Hermit thrush 

II n 

24 

250 

2 

1 

Date 
T9b2 

Mar.25 

Apr. 1 

May 5 

May J.4 

Ruby-crowned kinglet 15+ May 5 

*Wllxwings 

Red-eyed vireo 

Yellow warbler 

?fyrtle warbler 

ff II 

ff Q 

Chestnut-sided 
warbler 

l 

l 

2 

2 

9 

l 

Bay-breaster warbler 2 

May 23 

May 13 

Apr,22 

,\pr,22 

.Ap:r.29 

May 20 

May 24 

~ 5 -

Locality 

Cole Hbr • ..Chezzetcook 

n n II 

II It II 

Round Hill, Anna, Co, 

Cole Hbr .-chezzetcoolt 

Round Hill, Anna. Co. 

II II II II 

Tusket, Yarmouth Co, 

Reported.EX 

L.B. Macpherson 
and C,R,K, Allen 

J .A. Mccarter and 
L,B. Macpherson 

C,R.K. Allen 

W,E, Whitehead 

C.R.K. Allen 

w.E. Whitehead 

II n 

C.R,K, Allen 

N,E. Lake, Halifax Co. L.B. Macpherson 

Round Hill, Anna. Co. W,E. Whitehead 

Dartmouth P. Dobson 

Round Hill, Anna. Co. W.E, Whitehead 

II II " 2 May 30 Rockingham, Halifax Co, Mrs. A. Coffill 
(+ 3 da;ys) 

Palm warbler 

Yellowthroat 

American redstart 

l 

l 

2 

Red-winged blaclihird 6 

II n 

Common grackle 

Scarlet tanager 

It II 

II 43 

15 

2 

l 

May 2 

May 31 

May 22 

Mar.19 

Apr. l 

May 17 

May 12 

May 23 

Round Hill, Anna. Co, 

Caledonia, Queens Co, 

ROIJ!ld Hill, Anna. Co, 

Annapolis 

Cole Hbr,-Chezzetcook 

Dartmouth 

W.E, Whitehead 

Mrs, E. Smith 

w.E. Whitehead 

J.B. Ternan 

J,A, McCarter and 
L.B. Macpherson 

L.B. Macpherson 
and C.R,K. Allen 

Brier Island, Digby Co. Mrs, w. Lent 

.Swmner. tanager l(M) Apr. 3 

Bon Portage Island 

Digby 

Mrs. E, Richardson 

Mr. and Mrs. GX'ay 

Rose-breasted grosbeak 3 May 25-28 Rocltinghall!, Halifax Co, Mrs, A. Coffill 

Blue grosbeak 1 ,\pr.29 Sable River, Shel. Co. Mr. and Mrs, N. Dash 

Indigo bunting 1 Apr,27 Bon Portage Island Mrs. E, Richardson 

H II 1 May 23-25 Middle Ohio, Shel, Co, Mrs, Earle MacKay 

n II l (pair)May 31 Bon Portage Island Mrs. E. Richardson 

Red crossbill 12+ May 15-26 Liverpool Mrs. A. M. Ryan 



• 

~- Date 
Ub2 

L-oca1~ Reported by 

Ruf'ous-sided towhee l .Apr,24 Cape Sahle, Shel. Co, Mr, and Mrs,S.Smith 

II II II l (M) Jan,-May Pictou 
(in song May l) 

E. Holcl:wey 

II ti 11 

Savannah spar.row 

l 

l 

Sharp.tailed sparrow l 

Vesper sparrow 

'White-crowned sparrow l 

Fox sparrow (in song) ·2 

II II 

Song sparrow 

ti u 

3 

47 

l 

i&ll winter .Annapolis J.B. Ternan 

Mar.29 

Feb, 4 

Feb. 4 

Cole Hbr ,..chezzetcook L.B, Macpherson 
and C,R,K, Allen 

" " " II fl n It " 
n n II ti ii II ii n 

early May Halifax (city) D, Ward 

Mar.:31 

Apr, l 

Mar.27 

Mar,27 

Mar,24 

Waverley, Halifax Co, L.B. Macpherson 

Cole-Hbr ,..Chezzetcook L.B. Macpherson 
and J.A. McCarter 

Round Hill, Anna, Co. W,E. 'Whitehead 

Cole Hbr .-Chezzetcook L,B, Macpherson 
and J .A. Mccarter 

II ii li R, Dicks Lapland longspur 

**Chestnut-collared 
longspur 1(M) May 29-Jun.1 Bon Portage Island Mrs. E. Richardson 

**(A first for Nova Scotia) 

For the comm.oner birds in the above list, only the earliest arrival dates 
have been recorded.. We regret the many omissions we were fot'ced to make. Follow
ing are a few notes and comments received from correspondents 1 

Mr, J. S, Erskine, of Woli'ville, sa:w 11a Red-throated loon on l.wnsden Dam, 
Black River, ·on the 10th December, 1961, a Kingfisher on the Gaspereau River on 
the 2nd December, 1961, •••• a Bohemian moori11~ - part of the vanguard of that 
eastern invasion of the species this year.igeon hawks were ... ; •• abundant, :f'ive 
during the winter, twice males and three times females, On the other hand, Golden
crowned kinglets and Tree sparrows were reasonably scarce, Lapland longsp,irs were 
unusually $undant for a spell before the January snows and then disappeared, 
Bald ej;les were at lowest ebb for six years. Never more than one eagle was seen 
at a tme, but these included both adults and young, The reason for this is not 
necessarily a decline in the eagle populati.on but rather that the co,.,operative 
poultry packing plant has found a market for offal and no longer throws it into 
the river. Noisy Robins were abundant • at least, 10 - in Stirling's marsh on 
18th March, .... and two Song sparroi,1s were singing there, though this last record 
ma;y not be significant as song sparrows have been there occasionally throughout 
the winter ••••• starlings here are changing their habits and invading the salt
marshes in winter, seemingly displacing the 'horned lar!IS.,,,During the early part 

• of the winter we had onl;y Pine siskins; during the latter half, only Redpolls," 

captain Eric Holdway, of Pictou, says: 11A flock of 8 Hungarian Partridge 
SUt'Vived the winter until the fields were finally clear of snot~ •••• There was an 
increase in number of Woodcock on the regular mating area. A singing ground count 
during late twil{ght on ,April 4th indicated 7 birds, April 21st - 10 birds, during 
which some were observed in nupt.ial flight .... A flock of 24 Cedar vraxwi!'J9S 
wint.ered in Fictou from January 24th to April 2nd,. .. ,A flock of Bohemian 'W'3X!Ji!'J9s, 
6 birds Joined the cedar w=rings from March 7th to 26th .... ,Thereafter these 
birds remained separate, increasing as follows i March 31st - 10, .April 4th :. 34, 
Aa:>ril 6th - 16, and ,April 12th - 2. The abundance of Hawthorn in this area prob
ably accounts for the waxwings, and al1;0 supported a flock of ,30 Robins, all 



.. 

- 7 -

winter. April 15th, :for one da,y only, an albino Robin, completely white except 
:for a .full robin-red breast .... .feeding with other robins and vecy wary, and an 
attempt to photograph in color was impossible., •• 11 

Speaking o.f Cedar waxwings, Mrs. A. Coffill, o.f Rockingham, Hali.fax County, 
sa,ys a .flock o.f 8 to Io of these birds has nested in her hedge .for the past two 
years, ngetting sheep's wool which I tie out for them .for their nests, Todey, I 
noticed the Purple .finches also like the wool, as they were carrying it awa,y -
apparently, :for building. 11 

Catbirds, which have nested in Mr. Dick Ward 1s garden, in Hali:fax, for 
15 years, consecutively, established an early record by arriving on Mey 16th this 
year. 

Dr. Harrison Lewis writes o:f the Chestnut-collared longspur which repeatedly 
visited Mrs. Richardson's.yard, on Bon Portage Island, in late Ma,y, that this bird 
"has not previously been recorded in Nova Scotia. The nearest record is that of 
a male that was collected on a small island in the Grand Ma.nan Archipelago, New 
Brunswick, on June 2, 1914, 11 

At the last executive meeting of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, it was 
decided to hold the Annual Summer Field trip in Colchester County, in honour o:f' .. 
the Truro Branch of the Society, Notice o:f' the trip is enclosed with this mailing. 

County Field Days are in process o:f' planning in Annapolis-Digby, and in 
Yarmouth Counties, Dr, Lewis has undertaken to arrange a Field trip in Shelburne
Queens, and Mr. C, R. K. Allen, a late summer 11 shore-bird11 day :for Halifax County • 

The Editor wishes everyone the best o:f luck :for the summer, bird watching, 
and looks :forward to receiving accounts :full of incident and interest, :for :future 
publication, 
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< #, the Ati:ms1 Meetfog of th!< ?fova Scot<fa Bird Society, held on November 23rd, 
the President, Dro Ra:rrls"n F o L.e-,;fa )J1'8£i'2:«,ed to M:r. R,bie Tufts an iJ.l'!llllinated scroll, 
as a test:!monial expr<ecebg ifs!:: am:,re:niat;ion ~·f his eff,:,;;ts o:r!liehalf'< of the Society, 
o£ "Which he was the f:1.riit Pr'e!!i.dent. Tt;.,, S(ir'o::.:;. also einbodled CUI' wish to pa.}' tribute 
to Mro 'I"Jf'ts fcir. h!s great cor,tril:iutt•:m !:,'.; /'lt.t,dez::t,i! of 'bird'! b Nova Scotia, and else
where. by the i:r,:>epa:rat1.,:it< sr,d pJDHci;ti,,:i :,! his fi.ne bodr., tl'fhe Birds o£ Nova &:otia11 • 

During the med,J.1;19 the f\::,11,"Mi.,•;g Nott;:;e cf Moti,::.n to :m.em the Constitution 
was brought in by Mi:ss Ethe! IA"!;.thcl'.!:n.c, Member:sh:p $,;,:,re'~rry: 

\ftEREA.3 the:rz ls r.i.c ~~~~ia.1 ~·)v!si~1,n :t:-: th\?. C,:,,astit$i·m of the 
Nova. Scotia Bi.:"d S.Jdety for the ir"~1uston ,:;:f J-;m.iO!' members or groups, 

TI!EREFCRF. BE n RESO!J/ED th..eat A:r'cic::.e 3 of' the Com,tituti.on be alllended 
by addition of the fc•l~,:reing pz•c,,•i.:ii.orH 

TIW IS TO SAY, :tn the went a grotip o:f at least six pe.-sons o£ the 
age of f:!.ft<ee:c1 years <'.l!' less a:f)'pl,v t,o forir.. >.'l< special junior group 
within th<?. N,:,;:,a Scotfa Bird Society, tVm the Society sha::.1 recognize 
the group a,'! o~e member c-f the Sooiety, eajcying the rights and privi~ 
legP.s of s~.1d:: mmriber, ar:d ]:Xl.yir,:;i the a;;,-itmJ, me:rrlbel:'ship fee; if the 
junior group f~:.li:, for a r,:,nr,im.t'Y<J.S p;::::-iod of one year, to maintain 
a merdte"csh!p of at 1eo£:t six Ji-81'302.1;:ct, it.s spec5.al status shall termir~~.e" 

There hwe becm inqu:'.:d.es abotir. the format.i,,n of junior groups, but the 
present Constittrt:lon of.' t,he Sodety da0.: not. r,m,ke pr<:ivisfon for such an arrangement, 
a.'ld it seEl!IS to ma:;y 0:: us !-.i.g.11:1-y des'.<n,l:<'.e th:".t it shc,,,11.d do so. The mattei:- wUl be 
diSCUSSl?.d at. the :r,ext, ~:1nt.tci2, l!l~t!'L!ngo 

Foll-Hi!lg th.: b'l!Sln,!i:~: m;,et;ing<, DT. Ci!',.rret.t Clrft1<i1, of Da1h0".1Sie Uni1iersity, 
gave a ta1.k on cr,.1.onis.2. J:mh2;v!,:r.r: patt.:,:m:;; anmng bi':'ds, with the Herri:,g Gull as an 
example. Dr. Clo,1gll :r10int<.:d o:it t1'.at ce-.:tr;.1!! di.e:pl,i;i• acti·,·::.t!es o:f birds are ritua:Ls 
which make life ir._ a ,:,olo:,y p,,ss:llile. For ex-..n;..,:'.e<, t!:l!'eatening postures frequetltfy 
serve to by-pass actu-a:; phys,,;,,.1 ,;,,m,':Jf,l,, c,,rnr f,1,:w.l or fo ttie protectfon o:f nests 0 

Dr, Clough and hi.s wl:fe r"l.i.,wd e\ y,nng guH, es!d f,~.r::,d that it inst.inct:tvefy !mew l1l3lzy' 
o! the correct att\t.wiz:~tp ;;i~lb.?':H:. in a Sr)rr&Wha,t, ~.;:Jimenttiry fo:rm... Mrsi. Cloughts clever 
line drawings we::-e used r,; 11.111st.t•,1te the lcci:.'.!l'.'e, along with some very beautiful 
colour slides ta..lter. or. u~<e F,astern ,S'Jwre Hi.rd St1r,chn::y. 

Off!..::e:rs of th-? w,na :Sc,,tia Bi:•d Su,iety e:'.e,=:ed f<:ir 1962-1963 are: 

Hon,,ra.7 S-'ll;~it.or 
4u11tor 

Rev. J. R. Ct1.lde::: Fraser, 
Bridget.%,,:, A.".lnap,111~· Co'Unty, N. S, 

~- Ii:c. L. B, H::,.cphe,:sor:,, 
<6057 F:itwer :'>t.ree:;, Halifax, N. s, 

..... MJ.:£0 Sylvir:1- Ftt11ezit:.in., 
1055 !~1.>k;,;r,;; Street, HaH.fax, N. s. 

M.r:s. J. W,. D<!bsor., 
.lll.44 Seym.c,,.i;.~ Str e?.t, Halifax, N. S, 

Mr, R, A. r.a,<1:!.gsberg, Q.c., Ha:l.if'ax, N. s. 
Ml·. F. A, L'3.?',e,, Ha1<ifax, N. S. 

l 
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Dr, E. c. Smith, Head of the Department of Biology of Acadia University, 
writes as follws: 

"Acadia University initiated a graduate program in Wildlife Mam.gement 
during the 1961-1962 session, This program includes courses in conservation, 
game management and ornithology, and leads to a M.Sc. degree in Biology with 
a concentration in Wildlife Management. The courses in ornithology, conser
vation and mammalogy are open to undergraduate students. This venture, the 
first of its kind in the Atlantic Provinces, has been followed with keen 
interest by members of the Bird Society among other conservationists. 

•Satisfactory quarters have been provided by the University for the 
conduct of lectures and laboratories, but special rboms are needed to accom
modate the growing collection of birds and mammals, and to house the graduate 
students and others particularl;y concerned with these collections. Plans 
include setting UP a Wildlife Management Laboratory on one floor of the fire
proof building allocated for the purpose by the University. Funds are needed 
to purchase insect an! !lust-proof specimens, storage cases, and to provide a 
preparation room with dissecting microscopes and other standard equipment. 

"The Ex:ecutive o£ your Society feels that there will be those among the 
members who will wish to contribute to a cause such as this. All who do so 
will be helping to train young Canadians in the conservation and management of 
our wildlife resources," 

nrn FCREGOJNG LETTER IS Fm TiiE INFrnMATICN OF ALL mlBERS CF THE NCMA 
SCO!'IA BmD SO::IETY. Tiie& WHO WJSfl TO MARE A D<l'lATIC?J 91:an.D SEND Ir TO wnm.IFE 
MANAGamn' FUND, c/o ACADIA UNIITJ:nSirY, WOI.FVILLE, NCMA SCO!'IA, THEY WILL R&:Etv! 
A Rft£1Pr FCR INC<m: TAX PURPQ3ES. 

A DAY OJ LAKE OKE&:H<BEE, FLCRIDA 

T, F, T. Morland 

Earl;y in .A,pril of 1962, a friend and I decided that before leaving 
Florida we should add to our life-lists the extremel;y elusive Everglade Kite 
(Rostrhamus sociabilis). This species has the invidious distinction of being one 
of the rarest in North .America, in company with the Ivory..billed Woodpecker, 
Eskimo Curlew, california Condor and Whooping Crane. It is doubtful whether more 
than 20 of them are alive toda;y, and these are confined to one corner of Lake 
Okeechobee in south-central Florida, where they feed solel;y on large fresh-water 
snails which live on the stems o£ reeds standing in the shallow water. ' 

We made inquiries of a nu:nber of birding friends and of officials of 
the local .Audubon Society, who sent us to Lakeport, on the west side of the lake, 
to a fishing camp operated by a Mr. Thayer Stem. This gentleman had acted as a 
guide to a number of parties who wished to see the kites, and some years ago, 
assisted in a project for filming them at their nesting sites, J. few da;ys later, 
Jie left his camp at half past eight in the morning in an outboard boat, moving 
slowl;y down a dredged channel through the swamps and marshes which border the 
lake for several miles. This area was alive with birds, which paid little 
attention to the noise of our engine; amongst many others, we were able to 
identify Anhinga, Least Bittern, Gallinule, Coot, Black-necked Stilt, Limpldn, 
Glossy Ibis and Wood Ibis, as well as the majority of the members of the Heron 
and Egret familie!. We soon reached open water and increased speed to cover the 
10 miles or so to the areas in which Mr. Stem expected the kites to he feeding. 
Qi the wa;y, we spied a group of large white birds resting on the water, and 
altered. course to have a look at them. It was a flock of several hundred Whit,e 
Pelican, which took off and then circled lw over the boat. Che of the largest 
o£ North Alp.erican birds, with a wing. spread of eight to nine feet, pure white 
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with black wing tips and huge orange bill, it was a glorious sight as they 
·wheeled am shone in the brilliant sunshine, Unfortunately, I had stowed 11\Y camera 
awey in a bag to protect it from the ffying spra;y, so I missed an outstanding 
picturel 

For the rest of the morning, we patrolled slowfy along patches of reed 
and between small islands, until we began to think that we had missed OU!.' birds. 
Theyer, who had eyes like a hawk himself, finalfy saw what he thought was a kite 
some half mile awey. Moving to intercept it as it slwfy quartered a large area 
of marsh he cut the engine and we glided silentfy in among the reeds, right in its 
path. .As it came closer it looked somewhat like a Marsh Hawk with a shorter and 
squarer tail, this resemblance being heightened by the distinctive white .patch 
across the base of the tail, The black and dark srSil" of its coloring indicated 
that it was an adult male, and as it passed some thirty feet over the top of us, its 
head held downwrds as it searched for its prey, the long strongfy hooked bill was 
clearfy visible, This bill is used for extracting the meat of the snail from its 
shell, a feat usualfy accomplished without even cracking the shell. 

The Everglade Kite is nw fully protected but it has probabfy reached the 
"point of no return", ·-Lake Okeechobee, one of the largest lakes in the U.S.A., with 
a diameter of some 35 miles, has been given to bursting its banks in the raiey 
season, flooding maey square miles of rich agricultural land, For this reason, a 
huge project is now under ~ to build high retaining levees around its shores, 
resulting in the draining and clearing of maey of the marshes. What effect this 
will have on the population of the Pomacea snail, the onfy food of the kite, is not 
knwn, but it seems likefy that one more attractive species is doomed to extinction 
in the name of 11progress11 , 

The Provincial Field Day of the Nova Scotia Bird Society was held as planned, 
on June 3oth, and covered part of Route 11 (Truro-Tatamagouche), near Truro. Dr, Harrison 
F. Lewis acted as leader, the weather was clement, and. some 50 species were noted, It was 
late in the season, and maey birds had stopped singing, but the members of the Society 
who took part felt it was a satisfactory trip, and well w9rth the effort, ' 

The County Field nivs were more representative of this summer's weather, being 
cold and very wet. Nevertheless at 7 :00 a,m., on Jufy 4th, Society members from Digby end 
.Annapolis C01lnties met at Bridget=, and under the leadership of Rev. J. R. Calder Fraser, 
spent three hours hunting birds on the South Mountain, follwed by a further exploration 
of the North Mountain, By noon, it was raining so heavify, the trip was discontinued, 
Twenty people took part, and 53 species were noted, 

The Halifax County Field Div, September 29th, was equally unfavourable as to 
weather, raining continualfy from start to finish, However, 16 people arrived at the 
rendezvous, including two brave visitors - Mr. a.net Mrs. Brennan - from the Quebec Society, 
arid the da;y was spent along t.he shore from Lawrencetown Be!l-Ch to Chezzetcook, In all, 
34 species were noted, outstanding being the European Widgeon, Mr. c. R. K. Allen acted 

. as leader. 

--------....--·---·- ----·~-·--------····· 
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BIRD NOTES .A'l,.1]) CO!MIM'S 

The following observations have been contributed by, and are for the ini'omation 
of, members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, Deadlines for contributions to the Newsletter 
are hereafter to be 111id-october, the first week in March, and the first week in .June: 

Greater Shearwater 
Sooty Shearwater 

Fulmar 

Leach 1s Petrel 

Wilson•s Petrel 

White-tailed Tropic Bird 

Great Blue Heron 

cattle Egret 

Snowy §Bret 

Litfle Blue Heron 

Early June to late August, seen regularly while sailing off• 
shore between Liscombe and cape Sable, 10 to 15 at a time, 
up to 100 in a day, about three-quarters being Greater 
Shearwater, 

. T, F, T, Morland, 

June 21. Near Brier Island • 3. Mrs, w. Lent, 
Jufy l, Three miles off Port Mouton - 1, T. F, T, Morland. 
July 10, Three miles off LaHave River - 2, T, F, T. Morland. 

During Jufy. Off-shore Port Mouton and LaHave, as above, 
up to 25 per day T, F, T, Morland, 

Jufy 7. Abercrombie, Pictou County - 3. R. Dicks, 

· Same dates and places as Capt. Morland•s reports above for 
Leach 1s Petrel - never more than 10 in a day. 

T, F, T. Morland, 

July 7. Pugwash - 10 or 11, E. Crathorne 

Two (found dead) a few days after October 7th (when Hurricane 
11Da.isrt" struck Nova Scotia), one on Brier Island, sent b;y 
W, Lent to the N. S, Museum of Science; the other found on the 
shore of cape Sable, sent by Mr, and Mrs, S, Smith to the 
National Museum of Canada, ottawa. There are two previous 
records for this species in Nova Scotia - one found near 
Wolfville and one near Shubenaca.die. 

September 8 and Septen'D:ler 22. A concentration of these birds 
noted at Cole Harbour, Halifax County • 135 an:l 147 respective
ly on above dates, 

L. B. Macpherson and C, R, K, Allen, 

May 20-27. Farm at West Brook, Culltlerland County - 1, 
frequentfy' seen and well described, D. I.mrson 

May 28, Pond by the Truro-Windsor highwa.y near Windsor - 1, 
well seen and described, C, Tod, 

Ju:cy, 5, Annapolis Royal marsh - 1, carefulfy' described, 

J, Johnson. 

August 22. Charlesville, Shelburne County - 1, seen in very 
good light, Great Blue Heron in background to compare size, 
Yellow feet seen very distinctly when in fli~t. 

S, W, and P, Hemeon, 

.August 11, Evangeline Beach - 2 (adult). Identification 
approved by Mr, Tufts, E, Crathorne, 

August 30, Near Yarmouth town - 1, immature. 

Bruce Menchions and c. R. K. Allen, 
.August 31, Eel Brook, Yarmouth County - 1, adult, 

Bruce Menchions and C, R, K, Allen, 

Septen'D:ler 8, Chezzetcook Range - 1, immature. 

L, B, Maci;nerson and C, R, K. Allen, 
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YellOW"-crowned Night Heron August 11, Cape Sable, Shelburne County - l, a.cl.ult. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith. 

Least Bittern AitgUSt 13. Nyanza, Cape Breton - 1. First cape Breton 
record. A. J. Erskine. 

Green-winged Teal Fewer broods were noted than in 1960 or 1961. 

Blue-winged Teal 

European Widgeon 

Turkey Vulture 

Peregrine Falcon 

Sparrw Hawk 

Golden Plover 

So1itary Sandpiper 

Willet 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

A. J. Erskine. 

Abundance - about the same as in 1961, more than in 1960. 

A. J. Erskine. 

September 22, Lawrencetown Pond, Halifax County • 1. 

L.B. Macpherson. 

The same bird (probabfy) noted on several occasions around 
this time by C, R. It. Allen and others, Peterson calls it 
a 11rare visitor to }Jorth America", 

August 4. Tiverton, Digby County - 1. 

Mr., and Mrs, H. F, Kuch and Mr.and.Mrs,Grif:fino 

August 29. Lot,er Argyle, Yarmouth County - l, 

Bruce Menchions and C. R. K. Allen. 
September 1, Ohio, Yarmouth County - 1. 

Bruce Menchions and C, R. K, Allen, 

September 7. Round Hi 11, Annapolis County - 1. A very 
tired bird, watched preening and resting, from close range 
for 1½ hours. W. E. 'Whitehead. 

September 16. A movement of these birds was noted through 
Halifax County. L. B. Macpherson. 

August 13. Baddeck - one bird in flight, either a Coot 
or a Common Gallinule, probabfy the latter; in either'f:ise, 
it would be a first record for Cape Breton, 

A. J. Erskine. 

September 1, Seaforth, Halifax County - l, R. Dicks, 

November 18. East Lai.rrencetwn, Halifax County - 1, 

L. B, Macpherson and c. R. K. Allen. 

August 26. Near .Amherst, 25 to 27. 

E. Lot.erison and A. Fox. 

This and other observations suggest that these birds are on 
the increase. 

Jufy 20, Near Scotsville - l (earfy?). Regularfy since 
then in habitat. .A,. J, Erskine, 

0::taber 2. Round Hill, Annapolis County - 1 (late). 

Jufy 4. Antigonish - 1. 
since July JO.) 

,,,,_,_ 

W. E. Whitehead. 

(Date first noted, regularly 
A. J. Erskine. 
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Knot 

White,.l'UJIIJ)ed Sandpiper 

Least Sandpiper 

Ilur!lin 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 

Marllled Godwit 

Hudsonian Godwit 

$anderllng 

Black,.headed Gull 

Davekie 

Puffin 

Mourning Dove 

YellCM..billed Cuckoo 

November, 1962 

September 1. Lawren:;etown, Halifax County - 3. R. Dicks. 

September 8, Cole Harbour, Halifax County - 14. 
L. B. Macpherson and c. R. K. Allen. 

August 13, Nyanza. ~te first noted, A. J, Erskine. 

Jufy 22. La:w:rencetown, Halifax County, a migration peak of 
these birds (flocks of 50 and 70). L. B. Macpherson. 

Cctober 8. La:..Jreii.cetown, Halifax County - 4, 

August 13. Chezzetcook Range - 2 (together), 

L. B. MacJ:berson. 

R. Dicks. 

September 8. Three-fathom Harbour, Ha1ifax Cotmty - 1. 

L. B. Macpherson and c. R, K. All.en. 

This bird is very rare. These are the 5th and 6th 
observations for Nova Scotia. They were seen at 50 yards 
with a telescope, and one of the birds (August 13) still had 
considerable barring on under parts, and rusty head patch 
(breeding plumage). 

September 8, La:w:rencetown area - a migration peak (flocks 
of 50, 100, 50) of these birds. L.B. Macpherson. 

August 13. Bartlett•s Beach, Digby Cotmty - 1, 

E. D. H. Johnson. 

August 24 and 25. Bartlett •s Beach, Digby County - l. 
Probabfy the same bird. Well observed. 

S. W, and P. Hemeon. 

August 27, Bartlett•s Beach, Digby County - l, J. c. Higby. 

September 29, and following da;ys. Cape Sable, Shelburne 
County - several, up to a maxill!U!ll o:t: 25. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith. 

Jufy 12. 11The usual place at. Smith Point, north of 'Wallace, 
and, later, at Creignl.sh, cape Breton - 30.11 .A. J. Erskine. 

September 22, Chezzetcook Range - 1, largely in spring 
plumage. L. B. Macpherson and C, R. K. Allen • 

.Augmit 14, ,flt Pomquet Beach - 8 (earfy). .A, J. Erskine. 

September 16. Lawren::etown, Hali:t:ax County - 2 (adults), 
and, subsequentfy, ".!P to 8. They will be in evidence there 
until April. L. B. Macrt,.erson. 

July 24, Mahone Bay - l (earl,y). T. F. T. Morland. 

November 12. Round Hill, Annapolis County - l, found on 
highway, uninjured. W. E. Whitehead. 

Jul,y 8, Five miles of:t: Sable River - 2. T. F, T, Morland. 

Numbers of summer and :fall reports suggest that this species 
is st.ill on the increase in.Nova Scotia. 

November 2. Cape Sable, Shelburne County - 2, :t:~ dead, 
by Sher ill Anne Symonds, aged 8 years. Reported by 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, 

' ~· ,· · ...... ~ 
.. ' 
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Snowy Owl 

Nighthawk 

Chimney Swift 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

Western Kingbird 

Phoebe 

Wood Pewee 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

Tree Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 

Purple Martin 
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August 26. Ciboux Island, Gape Breton • 1, 

Mr. and Mrs. H.F. Kuch and 
Mr. and Mrs. Griffin. 

August 27-28. Round Hill, Annapolis County - over 70 
birds, congregating. W. E. Whitehead. 

July 27. At 8:00 a.m., 11 several hundred were emerging fr0111 
chimney of Acadia Engine Comparzy-, at Bridgewater. 11 (Some
thing one could, but probably seld0111 would, see. Editor). 

T. F. T. Morland, 

Reported as scarce this year, particularly by E. E. Lowerison. 

September 7. Round Hill, Annapolis County - 1 (late). 

W. E • .ihitehead, 

September B. West Lawrencetown, Halifax County .;,, 1. 

R, Dicks. 

October 10. Queensland, Halifax County - l, C.R,K. Allen. 

November 28. Head of Chezzetcook, Hali.fax County • l. 

C, R. K. ,Allen, 

June 10. Oakland, Lunenburg County - 2, both seen and 
heard, T. F. T. Morland. ·· 

Septenber 22. Westi:nal, Halifax County - 3, de.finite. 
One of them 11called11 several times, This is late. 

L. B. Maci:nerson. 

September 16. Lawrencetmm, Halifax County - l (late). 

L, B. Maci:nerson, 

August 31. Beaver River, Digby County - a large 
congregation of immatures, 500 - 1000. C, R, K, Allen. 

September 22. Lawrencetmm Beach, Halifax County - 4 (late) 

L.B. Macpherson and c. R, K. Allen. 

11Comnenced building their nests on May 23rd, on the eave of 
a barn at Bass River, Colchester County, and occupied the 
nests for two or three weeks; but, on July 2nd, it was 
noted that all four nests had been taken over by sparrows, 
stuffed with straw, and the swallows nowhere to be found," 

S.: w •. anct P. Hemeon. 

September 25. Round Hill, Annapolis County - l. One of 
the few seen in 1962; Local nesting site deserted. 

W, E. Whitehead, 

May 7. Amherst - 15+. "The Purple Martins seem to have 
survived the summer quite well. I saw the last ones about 
August 27. Next year, Mr. Fox and I are going to look 
after this colof1Y, as Mrs. Black.,. .... will not be able to 
carry on ....... seeing that the houses .are properly cleaned 
and taken care of. We both intend erecting houses of our 
0Wno 11 

E. E, Lowerison: 

• I 
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Blue Jey 

Mockingbird 

Catbird 

BrCllll Thrasher 

Robin 

Hermit Thrush 

Olive-backed Thrush 

Eastern Bluebird 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Cedar waxr.ing 

Prothonotary liaroler 
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July 16. Halifax (City), the good intentions of Mr. Harold 
Hatha:wa;y were rudely reirarded when, in attempting to rescue 
a fledgeling jey from traffic, he was attacked by both 
screaJlling parents and had to seek refuge indoors, bleeding 
from scalp wounds. Toe angry parent birds then transferred 
their attentions to Mr. Hathalley•s setter, which had to be 
rescued and housed. Mr. Hathwey was considerabl3' amused, 
but found it an alarming experience. (Ed.) 

Round Hill, Annapolis County. 0£ conmon occurrence during 
the winter, 1961-62. None seen since J,pril, 1962. 

W, E, \'hitehead. 

November 4. Rockingham, Halifax County - 1. Feeding on 
the ground, on a hawthorn tree, and multiflora rose hedge. 
Still around at latest report. Mrs. A, Coffill. 

November 25. Halifax (City) - l. Dick llard. 

September 26, Round Hill, Annapolis County - l (late). 

W. E, Whitehead. 

September 17. Cape Sable, Shelliurne County - 1. 

Benjamin F. Smith. 

"Have fully recovered from the sl'Ulllp in 1960. All ~ough 
June, this year, ,there have been small groups o£ 3 or 4, 
apparently without breeding territories and behaving in the 
rather wild ma:iner of first migrants seen in August-September. 
Has a.eyone else noticed this?11 T, F. T, Morland. 

11In this area (Indian Point, Lunemurs County) have fully 
recovered in numbers from sl'Ulllp in 1960.11 T, F. T. Morland, 

O::tober 9. Round Hill, Annapolis County • 1 (late). 

W. E, Whitehead, 

November 28, Meagher•s Grant, Halifax County - 1 (late). 

c. R. K. Allen. 

June 24 and preceding d¥ 0 Brier Island, Digby County • 3, 
2 males and 1 fernal~. Mrs. W, Lent. 

October 30, Centreville (McGrey P.O.), Shell:lurne Co. - 2, 

Mrs, ~. Smith. 

October-November, Round Hill, Annapolis County • more 
numerous than usual. Ii, E. Whitehead. 

11There appeared to be a concentration of these in south
western Yarmouth County August 23-25. None were observed in 
the northern part of the County, or in Shelburne County, but 
sizable groups were seen at Tusket, Melliourne, Little River 
Harbour, Plymouth and l'iedgeport,n S, w. and P, Hemeon. 

One, captured alive in the engine-room of Cape Sable Light 
station by Mr, B. Smith, September 20th. Mr. Smith studied 
the bird £or half an hour, comparing it directly with 
descriptions and plates of this species in two bird guides, 
and then released it. Dr. Harrison F. Lewis seys he is 
cornrinced that Mr. Smith•s identification of this bird is 
correct". 
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Yellowthroat 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

Hooded Warbler 

Bobolink 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Red-wing Blackbird 

Rusty Blackbird 

Indigo Bunting 

Dickcissel 

·-·----·,--~ .. --,· 
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October 19, Round Hill, Annapolis County - 1 (late). 

W, E. Whitehead, 

September 8, Cape Sable, Shelburne County - 1, 
Sept.ember 12, Cape Sable, Shelburne County • 1, 

B. F, Smith. 

October 19, Cape Sable, Shelburne County • 1, 

Mr, and Mrs, Sidney Smith. 

Noveniler 27, Marlborough Woods, Hali:t'ax (City) • 1, 

C, R. K • .Allen. 

SeptembeT 30, 3 - two of these birds at Cape Sable 
Light station, observed by Mr. B, Smith (keeper of Cape 
Sable Light). One of these sent to Dr, Harrison F. Lewis, 
to be sent to the National Museum at ot.tawa. 
On O::tober 3, another Hooded warbler on Cape Sable was seen 
by Mr, and Mrs, B, Smith, who took motion pictures of it, 

"In the last few years appear to have formed several new 
colonies around Mahone. 11 T, F. T. Mor land, 

The :first nesting known :for Shelburne County was established 
on Juzy 9, when a nest was :found at Little Harbour 
(&'t,ransburg P.O.), just as the young were leavf.ng. A second 
nest was :found tpere soon at'terward. ·· · 

Reported by Mrs, Ernest 5wansburg, 

O::tober 12, cape Sable, Shelbume County - 1, 
O::tober 18-30, cape Sable, Shelburne County - 1, 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, 

The :first nesting known for Shelburne County was established 
on June 9, when Mrs. Herbert Harris discovered a nest with 
eggs at Lower Chio, 

September 16-22. 11.llbundant in the Lawrencetown area, 
Halifax County, flocks of 100++,n 

L. B. Macpherson and C. R, K. Allen, 

,Tune 24, Brier Island, Digby County, species reported as 
numerous by Mrs. W. Lent. 

October 10, Bon Portage Island, Shelburne County - 1 
(female). Mrs. E. Richardson. 

Octooer 15. Cape Sable, Shelburne County - l (female). 

M,r. and Mrs. Sidney Smith. 

August 19 and following dcys. Bon Portage Island, Shelburne 
County - 4. Mrs, E, Richardson. 

September 9 and 10, Sable River, Shelburne Co. - 1, · 

Dr •• Harrison. F •. ,Lewis. 

October 10, Bon Portage Island, Shelburne Co. - l (female). 

Mrs, E. Richardson, 
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.Evening Grosbeak 

Pine Grosbeak 

Pine Siskin 

Red Crossbill 

White-winged Crossbill 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

Lark Sparrow 

Field Sparrow 
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June 6. Amherst - 11a £lock appeared, ste;yed a fw de;ys, 
and another (possibly the same) £lock appeared in the same 
garden one week later•" E. E. lmerison. 

July 12, Halifax - l, M, Burke. 

August 14, 16, 21, and 23, Margaree Forks (probably the 
same birds). A, J. Erskine, 

September 3, Northeast Lake, Halifax County - birds heard 
. singing repeatedly. L. B. MacJii,erson. 

August 12. Cheticamp - 5; August 23. Margaree Forks - 3,; 
August 26. Portree - 2. A. J. Erskine, 

October 20. Between Dartmouth and Lawrencetown, Halifax 
COlL'lty - half a dozen flocks, numbering in the hundreds, 

J. A. Mcearter. 

July 18-31. MacKinnon 1s Neck, Yarmouth County - 1 pair, 

Mrs, w. I. Gregg, 

July 25. Near Antigonish - 6. 
Mr. and Mrs,: Kuch and Mr", an:1 Mrs. Gri:f'i'in. 

September 8. Seaforth, Halifax County - birds heard 
singing repeatedly (late). 

L •. B. Macpherson and C, R, K. Allen. 

Octnber 12, Cape Sable, Shelhurne County - 1. 
Mr, and Mrs. Sidney Smith. 

November 3, Round Hill, Annapolis County - l, 

W. E, Whitehead. 

August 13, Bon Portage Island, Shelllurne County - l, 

Mrs. Evelyn Richardson, 

October 17. Bon Portage Island, Shelllurne County - l, 

Mrs. Evelyn Richardson. 

Captain Morland has corrected us about the White-fronted Goose, reported in the 
March Newslettet' as a first for Nova Scotia, There are at least two previous records, one 
at Debert, 1949, and one in CUlllbet'land County, 1926; the latter the .first known record 
east of Montreal, 

Mr. Robie Tufts has· sent word that the two reports of Red-shouldered Hal.ks in 
the June Newsletter have been withdrawn, and we are also unable to confirm the report of 
th, House Wren, in February. Mr. Tufts r book, "'Ille Birds of Nova Scotia", now completed, 
should be of great assista.'lce to members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, hereafter, as a 
refet'ence and guide, 
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Captain Eric Hold:lr.o/, o£ Pictou, has sent us, at the Vice-President •s request, 
pictures and descriptions o£ his bird-feeding arrqements. He sa;yss 11To make sure of 
having a variety o£ birds, it is necessary to have the feeders in position with food 
available by Octcber 1st and carry on until they can £end £or themselves in the spring. 
It was a hard winter £or birds in 1961-62, but I was able to manage with 25 lbs. o£ sun
flower seed and 25 lbs. of mixed seed, supplemented with kitchen scraps.11 On this, he 
fed 4 Cll!cliaclees, 2 'White-breasted Nuthatches, 2 DC7Wizy Woodpeckers, 1 Song Sparrow, at 
his cage feeder, and 5 to 25 Evening Grosbeaks, 6 Blue Jrzys, 2 Hairy Woodpeckers, 10 to 
20 House Sparrows, 4 Juncoes, and 10 to 15 Starlings at his weathervane feeder. 

The cage feeder is a light !rame l2 x 9 x 8 inches with a solid top and back. 
Stems o£ goldenrod are stapled all around and at the bottom (to form the cage), with a 
gap of 1-1/8 inches. Two bars in the middle ar·e slanted towards the bottom to give a 
1-1/4 inch gap at a centre horizontal perch, There is a 2-inch gap in the bottom, as 

·-- woodpeckers and nuthatches prefer to drop through, when alarmed. The cage is screwed 
/ (through the solid back) to a wall, and the screws also serve to hang food on (e.o. bacon 

rinds); and there is a seed trough, which can be filled through the hinged bottom. This 
trough must not be within reach of birds clinging to the outside bars and should not 
exceed 5/8 inch in width, or the birds will get into it. 

The weathervane feeder is sUPPQrted at a convenient height on one inch galvani?.ed 
pipe, driven into the ground. Captain Hol<iwa,y also uses a suspended 11suet log", protected 
hy a net, underneath, stretched betwt>en tw? wire coat hangers, to keep starlings ·from 
reaching the fat. 

FCR Con:>!.Zl'E DES::RIPI'IQl!S AND FHOI'<XiWHS CF THESE INGENICUS FEEDERS, WRITE TO 
THE EDirCR, WHO WILL BE GLAD TO LEND THl:7'7, IN TURN, TO INI'ERESTED MEM3ERS, 

i 
1 

:;, 
};._ 

r 
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J 
· · The week between Chrfatir.a2J ai:-.n. Neii Year ts Dey ·;r. ... ~ ~;;,.rk~d ,:,y considerable 

variation in weather. Te::r_.,.'l(';;::,;;,,';.a;.1:t•es ranged fr9!!! ;;:'.Jr. ':,c, 37-?. cl"..tr:bg C·,unt periods,; 
there was plent:.y o! snow ar,d foe >ll',,und in, mo1Jt.pJ.ac1.;;;,:, :r..1t n,i:; mu,:~1 wlrtd. A !ew 
people reported poor v!.;;ilJU!·:;-30 d•;ii t,;,r~ln or. r.i:l,1-t, 1:,-u,;, on t;·,e wt1ole, c<mdl';;ions 
were much better than thEC.f we1•e l~~t. yea.t<. Appz•.:;~irur~te?;;;· ·:.:,.: s?lae ,11.vnbP.r of people 
(about 80) took part S.n tl,e /';o,z.,,t., ~.n 196: ar,:i 1.9bf:, b~t.. m::..':r :~1 c:'.:'i'i.cial :records were 
received this ye;i.r, as co-,11;pr,:red with 16 1-.;s';. ye:;.x. A:l i;, !fl",i;~,?:':' ,;f !nterest, in the 
1961 Christmas C®lit, a· g::;pi tot.il of: 95 spl!,;fos ,yw:; f.-:i·.mdl'ied, t'.nd 2.5, 700t 
individuals counted, a.,d, fr, the SE,Jl!e pe::-fod fa 1%2, 100 s:;,ecles W<?t'e !dentf.:t'ied, . 
and 25,400+ individuals s:ounted. · · .. · 

In the li~tS bel.CJWp species; I)~ eape;elal ir,ter.es;-, Sit'<? U:.Vl<lt':!.i:nedl 

Amherst' Area, N. S. -' I:K:c:erub.ii:.1?2 196~. 
Rough-leg~ed Ha1Jlt, ::?,; Rfog-:,er.ked Plieas~,t., 3t f!mey Pa.':"c.:ddge, 

Black-backed Gull, 4J Her.1•!11~ 0u:1, 2; B::.ue J«;, ~,; c~11.11o!l Ra·ren, 7; C0llllll0n ':'. · 
Crow, 175; Black-capP1<d Cilf.c'.~e,~, 4; Boi.•oo.1 Ch~·~,;M.ie, 3J Golde:-,.erawned >!' .. 
ltinglet, 5; Staz:'l!!"~, :i'..2?! Ro-use Sparr"I<·, 1781 E'.re:1.J.:,-:.g Gc•OS1;ieAk, 11J -Slate-J, · 
coloured Junco, 2; l.n,pj'.~i;. ? ... :r:,ui:l:Pl:.t'• 2; S.-:i,llf Bt111t!J~, 120. T<.>',e.!r 17 species,· 
about 748 individ•.1a::.s. ;,&2:;;,> seei, b Cou:rc. J;P .. :dod_,.. G.r.'iiir •ii/v'•} {.,· 'i 

A. J. Ersld.ne, Mr$ • .l, J, :&;:,r-k!ne, Dale 1.mrson, Eve~n J.".IW'eds:on (compi:!."-!r), 
Mrs. Dora ~ers, Mal!'jode N!ti::,.,,J,U.'!, w:'!d Mz'o. MO"ci-f.s Sco-.r11~ ' ,. .. 

\ --~' 

' , Pict01J, N. s ... DLI?<~~ 28, 2~9..§3· 
'. •: Black Duek, 70; ()ldcq-~, 16J Red-breasted· Me.r91,,1mer, 54; Common ' ·., . 
Merganser, 2J 13ald Eagle, 2; \Gr.eat Blacl-.-b~ited Gull, 15; Ht.Tdng Gu!!, 110; +· · 
Hairy Woodpecker, 3; D1111ey Wc.,cdpecke:.·, l:; Bl':!e ,1U/f'• :.oi CorJ1ao::1 Crow, .31J B1ack
~apped Chickadee, 4; wti.:tte-.':lref;\Sted Nuthatch, 2J (il):1.,ie:a .. .,_..:,:,;med !U37-0let, 4r. L. 
Starling, 90J House Spa.t>~-·, 80; Br.ow:,,~h~aded C:Cilibi.:rd, 4.~ e,,,41!ng Grosbeak, 31 . 
Slate.coloured Junco, 3 •. Tote.11 19 species, aboo.Jt· 499 i.:.lt':!vI1'la2.s~ "'J.s.o seen'. Jn. · 
Count period .. Gray Partridge, Commo:::..G-J;at,Jkle.) · · · · · · · • · 1,'.f~<' 

. ;c ;· ~oldwey. • . : •• . .· · .. • .·. :'\\? 
Ste11arton, Pictoo Co.:! !.~ §:. Jfil1'!Wltt'.:[ 1, 1963. 

i; . '.Hairy Woodpecker, lJ ~ Woodpecker, lJ B:!ue J',;;y, 4,; Comon Crow, 8; 
. Black. .. capped Chickadee, 3J St.arling, 60J House Sl,JL"'l:'<7.r, :26; C,'>l!lluor, Grackle, lJ · 
Evening Grosbeak,· 16J. Tree Spia:rrcw, 1. Totals 10 s;:,e·:1:l.ef;, l:leoi.-t 121 mdivi.duals. 

Mrs. F. A. B lenkhorn." 
Note, There mq be. so.ue overlawing of this 1:1.!'•~a wf:.11 the es·~sbUshed 

Springville cOWlt, · · 

-~·. Springville, Pf.~to:i Cc'...a, N • .:o •. Januai.:y -~1.• .. 
. : .. Red-breasted Mex<gsus.~r, 6J Hawk {p.i:~abzy n9eo~,~, ;.i R-.:...""i'ed G:::'ouse, 3; 
Grey Partridge, 9J Grea:I;. Blr,i,;;hr-:ba-~ked Gc1t, 60; Hl.:.'i::!,~ t.it·.~.:i., t50; B::.ue Jey, 24,; 
COllllllon Raven, 13; Comro,""1 C:·,'1(c, 1J.5; &;.;ack-::1~1:iped r:::,Icitt'll1<1:, ~.3:! Boreal 
Chickadee, llJ Starli.1:;g, 4001, H,,,_,se Spa.i:-:-.:iw, 5C·i s;,i;,::.,:.-:·~;.:,%':'i.d ;ttmoo, 2. 
Totals IL species, r.hO"..:t :67 ~.d:t·.r:lciua.,.;i. , 

Joan Hudson, Ma:i:'g'.:..':'et Ka.'2.1)" kon~,11e,1), Ced.!;y '.i',Jc.'., 

Bass Rlver1 ~.f~h,~~J .. ~£.~&~ S._De:!emb?.~ ~lt,, .... +$0 
Canad~ Qoose., lli D~::.:~: !Jt..t~k., 5·0! Conwc1:1 Me-,.-tg*-t':~~1, .:1.7; Bf-lri E&.£ili, :.; 

Ru!!ed Grouae; lJ Hel"~'.h,;; :i'.::s., 601 Dcll-l:.1)7 Wo-.:id,:"-'i:,ktr, :21 B~~t:.:- :;,,;y, ?, Comm<Jll 
Crow, l4J Black-rJapp-?.d e:::.:.::l',,._,..,,i, 4; StU!'lil19, 75; re-.:.:::,~ S,;·(-..:'.O:::'iJtr, ?.l; lfyeiHng 
Grosbeak, 6; Slatc-::ol.~.t,·,;1 -)t'{.!i'C, !.. Totals lli :~);•?.·,!,·,.,, <:b•r.,;; ~70 f.ndlvi,tJalii. 

Mrs. Lee Gi Jl:,e.->f,, M:!'$. 'Wi/J."'rl H .. "lllev."l, W.U-(1 Hemeo.1 ~-'.lvir:pU..e:?) • 
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!'!£_l.."ville, N, S, Decernbm:· '.~9, 1962, 
Great Blue Hercn, l,; Mall~d, l; Black Duer., 35,; Grec!l-wlngcd T"'al, 7; 

Ring-necked Duck, l; COllllTion Goldencye, 3:;; Olc!squaw, ~0,; Co1mno1: Sooter, 5; 
Hooded Merganser, l,; COl!llTl0n Mergn;1ser, 13; Red-breasted Me1•9ar..ser, 2; Sl:arp
shinned Hawk, l; Reel-tailed Hawlt, 5,; Ro'l.•gh-leggcd Hawk, 5; Bald Eagle, 5; 
~raf'al<:on, 1.; Pigeon Hawk, lJ Ruffed (i:':'ouse, 1; Ring-necked l11r?BS~.t, 4~ Curm'lrJ[, 

ipe, 6; Iceland Gull, 1,; Great Blac:1.-baclted G-.1:!.l, 220; Her::-bt9_ G-.tll, 71',4; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 2,; Danzy Woodpecker, 3_; Hc.,rned i,a~·k, 16; Blue Je;ir, 44; C0l1!!llor. Ra•1,,~1, W; 
Common CrCM, 269; Black,.capped Chic!mdee, 29; 'Whlte ... 1:Jrea.st,;:d J.lt1t..hatch, l; Red
bl'easted Nuthatch, 5; BrCMn Creeper, 3; Robin, 3; Go:den-oro1,;ned Kinglet, :4; 
Starling, 662; House Spar::-ow, 687; BI'<"Ml'l•headed Cowbfrd, 50; Ev.an:l.!19 Grosbe:3k, 72; 
Pine G:rosbeak, 6; .America"! Goldfinch, 10; Savr.rneh Sp~.rrow, 6; SJ.ate-colo-.1red 
Junco, 52; Tree Spa:TO!or, 1; Song Spa.."'.'1·c11, 12; Sr.,ow Bunting, 2. Total: 46 specl.es, 
about 3,292 individ1.1als, (Also seen in Count period - Marsh Hawtt, SprJce Grou:ie, 
Gr!W Partridge, Ruby-::rouned Kinglci-, F\ti:ple !"inch, White-winged Crossbil!.) 

Sh-,rman Bleakney, Curtis Chipman, Russell Eagles, J. S, Ers!tine (r.ompl.ler}, 
M, Forbes, Eric Mullen., A, Sexton, Peter S1r,ith, R. W, '!'u:fts, W. Urban. 

Brid.getcwn, Annapolis Co,, N. s. ,!rant\~ l, 1963, 
Common Loon, 8; Gannet, 3,; Co111I11on G_oldeneye, 10; Oldsquaw, 6,; C0111non Eider,8; 

Common Sooter, 9,; 'White-winged Scotei:•, 2; Com111on Merganser, 4; Red-breasted 
Merganser, 6; Goshawk, 1,; SharP-shinned Hm.rk, 2; Rough-legged Hawk, l; Ruffed 
Grouse, 2; Ring-necked Pheasant, 8; Gre-at Bla.ck~acked Gull, 9; Herring Gull, 115; 
Ring-billed Gull, lJ Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Dowey- Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jrzy-, 32; 
Gr8<)f J~, l; C01'llllon Raven, 6; Common Crow, 85; Black-capped Chickadee, 14; 
Robin, 4; Starling, 416; House Spar.t"ow, 720; Red-winged Blackbird, l; Broim-heac!.ecl 
Cowbird, 5; jwening Grosbeak, 2; Purp!e Finch, 3J .l\lnerican Goldi':l.nch, 4; Vesper 
Sparrow, 2; Slate-coloured Junco, 2; Song Sparrow, 11. Totals 35 spe,;:!es, about 
1,536 individuals, 

calder Fraser (compiler), Peter Fi•aser, r..<ll!ise liw:-lw, Wa~er l'iru:;t01>, Mona Hiclfs, 
Harold McLaughlin, Leslie McLaughlin, Wilfred Mai.•t<ha!l, Ra;y Whitman, Stei.-w.-t. Whltma.'1, 

Note on Bridgetown Count, They included a Cooper rs Hawk but the C0111Piler of the 
Count" reailzed that the Editor might hesit.ate to accept it. The standard .field mark 
of the rou..'lded tail was reported by the observer, Yo1.1r Editor can do no more than 
resort to quoting Peterson, as f'oll,:iws, nrt. can be very tricey separati.ng smai.l ma.le 
Cooper's Hawks from large female Sharp.shins, They a.re not much different iti'eize 
and the Sharp-shin's tail can even loolt sl!ghtl;y rounded -when spread fanwise. '.!'he 
tail shape works best when the tail is fo:!.ded," There is onl;y one satis.i'aetor.r 
record of the occurrence of this species in Nova Scotia, plu:! a few 3)t'obabl;y cr,::rect 
sight records, However, since tvo of the latter are for March and November, wir/.:.e!.:' 
occurrences should not ever be ruled out, in spite of the fact that the norilll.ll wi:.,t.ez, 
range is south of Ne11 York State, I.n view o£ the above, it seems best not to in::luie 
it in the Count but to call attention to it in t.hf.s note, 

Additional species seen in the l~i~et.01m and Karsdale Count Areas dur.ing the 
Count period, Murrey /1., Bent, of Br g own, 1naue somi'valu:iifile observa:t.io~is in 
these established areas. The species which are additional to those J.isted !n t::iose 
two counts are as follows: Pigeo11 l-fm,k, Sparrow Hawk, Grey Part.ridge, P..1rp!e 
Sandpiper, Sn,:,wy Owl, and White-winged Ct.•ossbill. 

Karsdale, Anne;eolls Co,, N. S, Dece.mbP.%' 27,._ l~. 
Unidentified diver, 1; Black Duck, 17J Un!dent.u'ied ducts, 14; Red-tallcd 

Hawk, l; Bald Eagle, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 2; <r~.t Blach-backed C"Ull, 3; l-l~ri;:19 
Gull, 37; Dowey Wocdpecker, 2; Blt!P J;;w, 4; Co!lllllon Raveh, 2; Co111111on Cccnr, 33; 
Blaok--capped Chf.ckadee, 24; 'White-breasted Nuthat.-:1:., 2; Stai.•Hns, :'.k; Ila1we 
Spa!'r011, 2; Al!lerica."l Gold:f'inch, 3, Total: Species identi:f'iecl - 15, ab<>tt. 162 
individuals. Wso seen ln Count period - Golde!l-C:-owned Kinglet.,) 

Joseph Johnson, 
,· 

/ 
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Bri<,r :ts!a."'!d-J. Di@;{ Cc._,_ N, S. Thwember 26t, 1962. l; 
Ccnmnon L:>;n, Z1; Red-·l:.hroated ~·-1; Herne<! Gt-ebe, 3J Ga.llt~'ll:., 6; G:~e:,.t. 

,;_,.Cormorant, 1.36; Great Blue Heron, 33 Black D..tck, ::$0; Coiin,,n Go+4a-,eyf<, :..7; 
\ ;Oldsquaw1 50J g_arlequin !JrJ~k,_ 2J Co,wr.on Eidet•, }OOJ W!litc:-wJ.nged Sctlt~, 6z 
. Col!!lllo11 Merganser, !7; ffo&-Ereasted Me:-gansc,r, 2_,~ Shm.'p .. ohir~ed Hat,r!t, ~3 
"' Red-tailed Hawk, 3J Rougl} .. :t,egged Hawk, 2J Bald Eagle, li ?iz:>;,:.;le'Saedplpe:-, lOC; 
' Sanderling, .15; Glaucous 0-.111, .3; Iceland Gull, 4J G:.•eat BL<J.::!:;..ljacked llu;.1, 1Y5, 
0 }!erring Gull, 300; l:Ung-.1:!illed Gul1., 2; l'w.zo?"M::l, 1; COl!Jlll® Nurre., 3; Do-:rek:\e, 'i', 

Black GuiUemot, 11; Snowv 0..,1., 1J Bai.Ted <Ml, !; c,,;,1!llO:l. Ra'len, 6J CO!!lll}X\ 
Crow, 50; Black-capped~ee, 25; Ro.bin,_ 7J Golden--crotmed !{:L'lglet, 1::'.; 
Starling, -200;_ House Spa.."'t'O'w_, .3oJ !:.'ve.i!..,g fa•osb~, 17; P!ne Siskin, .!7; 
Jllll.ei-ican Goldfine!-., 47; White-winged C::-ossl:iUl, ;-i5J Slat,~-~-,101:ed .Jwe,,, 2!: '!ree 
Sparrw, !u Chipping Sparrow-, 1~ Sor1g $~·r011, 15; S.11cw Blll:tillg, :n. 
Total: 47 species, @out 1,89h ind!vich!a!s, ' 

Chester Lent., Han-y Lent, Wickersou Li~t (cOlllp:l.le::-). • 

Ch,ebogge ft~ea, Yarmouth Co • .J..lt:.J!.:• J.lec,311li.l,~l' 29, l.96~. 
Herring Gull, l; C'Jt1!11on Raven, 2J Blaclf.-capped Chi.ck.idee, l; lt'l't1e 

, Warbler, l; House -Sparr0t1, l2J Slate-colo1•ed Junco, 10; Whlt.,:-.t.lu·~,atecl Sp;;u•row, '2. 
Total: 7 SF~Cies, about 29 individunl~. 

Mrs. E-. G. Soll.ova, 

~~-~.z.. !-i.'l.lif.'ax Co,. ~l. s. Ilecemb!lr ?.~:J..!:.~· 
Oldsqum., 25;" Great Black-backed C'rttll, 3; Hei•::•ing Gull, 9; Rfag .. necked 

Pheasant, 3; Bbe Jey, 4; Common C1'otr, 2; B!ac!:..,;apped Chicltadee, 3; Robin, 1; 
Starling, 12; House Spurrcri1, lOJ Bal:t.i~'?!:'e ~~, l; White-winged Crossb!H, 20, 
Total: 12 sped,z!:, wout. 91 :!11cav1cftia"!s. "1A-r!:o seen in Count pct•i.oe - Gr.eat Blue 
Heron.) . 

Hilda All.en, Gilbert Jr,llilllore, NP.lvln Rich1u\l.son, Mid~. Wctm.\?:'e (c0111p!.l.e::-). 

Halifax Ar~ g·Ies~.), N. ~- DeM~cr _291 1962, 
Common Leen,_ 2; Red-necked Ca-die, 8; G1·~-at Corv10rant, 46J Ca.-iada Goosu, 22; 

Black Duck, l.i7; Comon Goldeneye, 6J Oldsqumr, 2; CO!lllllon Eide:.-, 55; Wh!.te-w~ed 
Seoter, hJ Conm1on Mergar.ser, 6; Red•bl'easted Merganser, 7; C10shm11t, lJ . 
Red-tailed Hawk, lJ Rough-legged Hawk, 1; Spru.•rOll' Hawk, 1; • ~"urpl<> Sandplpe?", 6f 

'Glaucous Gull, 1; Ieela11d Gull, 21J Gt:~it Blt'.ck-bucked Gt.tll, ).60;. He:ri,•J.r.,g GuH, 3000; 
,Black-headed Gull, 8; Ha.icy Woodpecker, 6; Dcmw Wocdpeck..r, 15; Gr~· Jt\Y, 6; 
: Blue Ja;y, 44; Cot'lll!OJl Raven, 21; Common Cr;JW, 85"; Black--c~1r,ped Chic:~ee, 105; 
:tBoreal Chickadee, 33J White.,.J;,reastcd M\11:.hatpl!, 2J _ Red..hr~tcd }lut..hat.ch, 9,; Brrun 

.;JC:reeper, 2; Moc:kif!9bira, 1;• ~gwn Tiu·:i~/:1<~.., ?.;, Robin, 4; l'hJ.den-c:~owned Kfr,slet-, 9, 
Northern Shrike, 2J tto.rliiig, 5,000i House sparr~v, ,.,500; GOL111011 1.'irackle, l_; · _ 

'Brown-headed Cowbird:, 53; Evening Grosbeak, 21J P!ne Siskin, 30; iu,1edcru.~ 
Golclf'ineh, 2; White-winged Crossbi111 5; Slate-colored June?, 35,~ Tree Spat'l'cw, 2J 

_White-throated S;patt01,1_, 2; Song S:p11rrow, li. Total: 4.9 s1:iaeh:ri,·about, 10,6:?5 
. individuals. (.Use noted in Count p~iod - Blaclt.,baoked 11iree-t;ied Woodpe<.:lter, Davekie,) 

'. ·- C. R. K • .Ulen, Jack Brl:!3'ley, W, J. Chute, 1'1£1ss Molly CJ.a¥don, M1's. At'i:.!'.l'Jl~ Cotf:!1~, 
John Comer, Mrs, A, D, M. Curey, Mr11. ,J, w. Dollson, M!1.1s J.l!.ce Fdkell1.la1r., M!oc -.~,~:\a J • 

. ;,Fullerton,. Mrs. Erie Grant, GQrdon A, t..01·ldn, J. A. MeCw:-tP.I'• Mrs. Dc,ro-';l',Y Mc!::.n'iio1, 
. L, B. Macpherson, w. J, Mills, Mrs. P, B. I-'. Smlth, Mrs. George Stairs, M.t•s. Ge:irue s. 

:,Unw!n. 19 <l>ser.ers. ', J; .. . . : ' 
"ht . Halifax Area (Eastl, N. S. De~-~ 1962. 
;01§ · :,· Common Lo.in, 7J Red-necked Grebe, 3; Hm;fled Gr,ebe~ h; Great BJ.ue Heror., 1; · 
<, ;Canada Goose, 11.300J Black Duck, 1.30; Cor,lll!On Goldeneye, 205J Buf'f.i.eh--1, l; 

":ii>;,01¢1quaw, 55; · !!,at;le~in Due_k, lJ COlllV!On Sider, 45; White-•,di-iged Scot .. ,r, 28J COl!lililn 
: !'~Scqter, 6; COl!lll10n Merga.nse1-•, 40J R,ed..;,bre~:sted MergMSer, 75; !'.,'!,l-'!3!l1'h1.e FalE,<:!;, l.; 

;;.;Pigeon Hawk, l; Ruffed G1·ouse, 2; *i.Fjfnla Rail, lJ R1.!ddy Tt!1i-1sT.one, TJ-C='l .· 
l~Snipe, hr Purple Sandpiper, .3; San ,i;r .. ng-;-!JGreat !ITac"Jr..1iacli.irtMll., 190; Herz-!r.s 

. , .. Gull, 480; Ring-,(b:tlled Gull, 31;. Bl!.\clt,.r.eaded Gull, 1; Barred 0..-r:!., : !J Be:!.t<:d 
:i.::;;Kingfisher, lJ Hairy Woodpecker, 5; Dowriy w,octpeckr.)l.'• :>} Horned r..a::k, 90; 131.-ey 

·':'· ·J-a;y, 141 Blue J-a;y, 23J Common Raver., 32; Cornman C::-ctr, 4001 Blru:k.,:,appee C?-ak~.<.'!ee,29; 
Boreal Chickade\;;, 17; Red-b.•eastcd ?lutha.tch, 3; B:rcwn Creeper, 8; Mo<"~:!:r-:111,lrt'I. l; . . . - ---.;,. 

T 

l 



- 4 -

Newsletter March, l.%3. 

:• }tali.fax Jirea t:ea.stJ - Contir.t!f..d • , .· , 
Robin, '3; Golder,-cro1-tned Kinglet, 65; :N<Jrtt,e;rri Shrike, l; Stad!rig, 44::>i ~.;1e 
tlarbler, lJ HO'.tSe Spa..."Tow, 165; Brown-headed C()!,jl:llrd, 3J E'le:1in9 G:!'osbeak, 2J 
Pine Siskin, 24; J\meric:a..'1 Goldtineh, 3; W11itc-"dnged C:'o;isbi.11, 22; S9.vam,ar., 

. Sparrow, 19; Slate,.colored Jtl!'.lco, 22; T=ee Spa..--:t'O'f, 6; W11!.te-~A'iroated 
Sparrow, 11u Swamp S_pa.rrov, 2J Song Spaz.~ow, 27. Tota:i.: 58 SP?cies, about 
4~063 individuals. {Also noted !n Count pe-.•iod - Red-tailed Hawk, Winter Wt-a:, 

.Fox Sparrw.) 18 observers. 
c. R. R. Aller,, W. J. Chute, Miss Molly Cla;ydon, Garret.t c. Clough; John 

comer, Rona!,• Picks, !-'red w. Dobson, Jira. Joh.'l. w. Dobson, Norma:-, !li:>".J(lette, 
Miss Sylvia J. Fullerton, Ernest Ja..,i,'len, Evelyn Leighton, J. A.. McC:'l..--ter, L. B. 
Macpherson, H.P. Moffatt, T. F. 'l'. Mcrlar:d, Ml:s. P. B. F. Siiiit.t1, rit..•s. G. S. Um,:b.. 

Country Harl>our, 9:3Yshoressh Co., 'N. S. ~rua..::z l, J,,~l• 
CO!llmon Loon, 6J Black Duck, 200; C011lll1on Golder.eye, 200J 01,1sq,.ww, 501 

White-winged Scot.er, 100; COll!lllOn Mergans.;:r, 10; Red..breasted Merge.,ser, 12J .· 
Unidentified Ducks, 100; S!w'l--...shinned Hm:k, 2J Red-tailed ~wk, lJ Bald Eagle, 4,; 
Unidentified HF.IW'k, lJ Spruce Grouse,· 12; Rui.'!'ed GrO'l.tse, l0J Rin:,.-necked 

· Pheasant, 2,; Great Black-.backed'Otlll, 6; He::-ring Gull, 25J Bla-:J:r,.headed Gull, 2,; 
Great, Horned Q.rl, ~; lJot,'lil' Wocv.lpeck~r, 2; '31:'ay Ja;y, 4; Blue Jey, 4; Common 
Raven, 10,; Common C'.row, 25; Black-capped Chickadee, 25,; Boreal. Chicl!lidee, l0J 
Robin, 2,; Starling, 100; House Sparrow, 25; E-1ening Grosbeak, 2J Slate-colored 
Junco, 25,; 1I'ee Sparrow, 6J Whlte-t.hroat..id SpE>-1'J.'OW, 5,; Snow Bu.rt.!ng, 50. 
Total: Species identified .. 32, al",out !.,050 lnd:l•dduals cow:t:.ed. 

A. BurJis Hodgson, .A.. Clare Hodgson. 

l-ir. Aaron Ba.gg, one of the Fdi.t-od,il Jl.1vis01:'s of Audwon Field Notes, has 
writt.e., to i.:ik f,:r., recc,rds cf -..,inter finch tu•i:r·.r..ils in Nova Scotia, It. se~ t.ru.t 
there ~ ar, infiux of. F.venir-.g G:rosbeclts ln Masss.ohuaetts t.'ie flt'llt week fa 
F'el>ruary, suggesti.r,e that more Mrtherl;y :feeding g:rot,nds were be()oml.r.g depleted. 
Reports from. arou.-id the Pt-ovince .n' Nwa s-,otia w"OUld i:nd!c~t.e a build up in the 
grosbeak popu!e.tion somewhat earlier he,:,e, Th" :first record 11e have for. the winter 
is December 7, :from. w. J. Mills of HaHfax (City), but, ti.!' to and l,:,cluding t2ie. 
Christmas Counts, these birds reinained sca:ro.... Ma.:-garet Kemw, Spt•ingvUle, P!ctoo. 
County, wrote at Chl'istmas, DEvening Grosbeaks fl.l:'e not to be :found in the:!r 1.wua.l 
haunts of other w:nt.ers11 • This m..v still :b<' true 1n the country at la!•ge, hut 

, :feeding statfons u-1 the t~ no longer lack ct~t01Uers. Mt's. Bacl!!:ilk1n, ot' Hal:.fax 
(City), reported an increase in her flock of B-,rening Ch•osbeaks the latt,:.1 pa.i.-t, 1.'lf 
January. At about the same time, ,Jack Breyley, of P:~:i.nee rs Lodge, Halh''ax Co,.r,t;r, 
notice.cl that his flock ot a dozen birds had i.ncre-<IS(:d to one ~'l.ll':r.l::..:t, and t!iere Wi1l.'e 
about twenty-five Goldfinches with them. J. D. 01•.la:icto, of Bl'idg.?t.owr,, :re,p,xted 
:fifty Evening Gt'osbcaks on Jar,uary 18. Mrs. CMshoi.:n, of Bedi'tJrd., saw her fh·st 
<h'osbeaks at the feeder on January 6 - about fifteen of thel11, arJd f= Gold:'ir.ches. 

·.Dr:' .• H. <F. Lewis, ot Sal:!le Riva•, and Mr.. J. s. Ersldne, of Woliv!lle, both sai. the 
peak number of El/'('t).ing Grosbeaks fOl!' t.he winter so :t:sr • dt.tdr.g ·Uie .:fir.st week b 

' February. In each case, the bl::-ds were seen L-i tw.-,, r,ot in the coc.,t.t'Y• 
; C •.• 

: Up to Februa..7, 1963, W. E. Whitehuld., of Ari.,apol!s, !ou.!Xl Gold.t'lrtt.:~.ei !ess 
,;~ous than last year, but in Ha1.i:i'a.x, during Feb1'UW."Y, numbers have been ,,'>4"0t~ed 

.. ::;,at feeders in the city. c. R. K. All,m and L. B. Macpherson saw ni.'le Gold:fJ.;:,;t-.es iv. 
1J :/~he Cole Harbour - Chezzetcook or.ea Junt.UU'Y 26, .t'•.:,urteen on Feb!'U~o:·y 2, 
f¾ '.;and.t,wenty or m01'e on Fl!b1"At'Y 23. · 
4i< ·: t •. . · . 
i';. :'' . · ;Concerning the other finches, or.~ one rc.-cord r,f F.e<ipolls !s or.. handJ !;.'lat is, 
.;t.,/., cine small flock near P.!.•estor,, Hali.t'ax OM.±y, seen :by or. H. F • .or1ie t!:e l,att.r,;.• pa1•t 
4-1• *:'Of January. ,,~j i ' " . .. . " . 

J ·.t 1 Mr. Allen saw !t :f_lock c£ f'U'tm:i ·t.~ t;;e:1ty Pir.113 S:!.sldr.s at East. RlvC'.1.'p I:..a1~nbt.ll"g 
100 ):·County, oz, January 30, and Jack 13ra,ylE,y tws seen about one htmdred at n.'ince•s 11.;dge, 

flialifax County, si:,ce Christmas. 

I.I· I 

I 



Newsl<2tter 

c. R. K. Allen reports Pin'3 Gl.·~?~tealtS 11ru1;:·~ ~c:.::.rc1~:: t:l.U.."'l last w:.r~te~ in t...:.i.r:: 
Cole l-lar.bour - Chezzetcook distr !ct. 

The real shw-stealer ill J'Jws. ;:;cod,, this 1-: l!1tci:· '.1.-:w be~:, the Whf.te-&r:~r:8c,.: 
Crossbill, Reports o:C t!lc!se :birds :iavc ll(<{:f, rcodved fr.om all O',J'3./: tl;e Pi:od.,,cB, 
:but the most striking p!cture is again f'l-1Q1,1 ,t,i-lCo ::i·it"!Ot'(lS o-:: :r.. ... Nac:,.:!w~'~OI.l atii. 
Mr~ Allen, in the Cole Iiarbo,.tr ,. C!~e--..:z;~t.cr..:,r.,k n:r~~= 1J::rt'cmL".!~:1 :. ... 1.; Jo .. :r,.1tU.~:- ;_, 1963 ... 
50 or more; Januru:-y 26 - 42; Pel:>~·tttu•y :: - 20, p:!::.:s t~,o Red C!.'•X:lli:iH!::; 
February 10 - 5; February 19 - 50 01· lll0l'CJ and Fel:,i.~s1ai.·:r2;i"-T,fcf.J-2,oo,:i. 1'1::, .i;lkn 
said that it was extremely di:f1ic•.1lt to esi:Lt1t,te nttd:i'-lr.;;: ie t:1e ::-..,s,;::.~zs, comita.nt ::,-
shifting flocks. Many of us we~t out to t1ntch -t.11.ese bitds, wh.:::·,. ;:~~4,e eating S1:'i''"J.Ce 
cones in the wooded area back of ~~.n1,!:-t':: r.¼:,:.Jtm I)cac:i.. 1!1<:J 'h'~::0 tc,o 7Y.W:" 1,0 mlirl 
bird-watchers and put on a wonderful show for us, 

Another bird to visit us in ,.musuul :u11.fu,1rs, last .!:"u11, i1<ts the Dove::-:!1;:, 
Apparently, this was true along the wh,:.le J.r.,ngth •Jf tile Atlrl!I'.:.:,~ Seabo:;,.1.•c, Eere in 
Nova Scotia reports of these bkds inb .. 1d h..;g,m in {:l::tol.ie:r, The ew:Hcst ~·eC0l'd !.s 
O::tober 9, one :found alive at Niiw Hinru:e, Kings c=,t:,, :0:101,wd ';;,y two repo:-t:i :f:·oH 
Mrs. Frank Hawkins, of a :bird f.ound at \Jtl:,1cit :md w-,ot:1"1' at B~·:o!rt.t,n M b,l:.h on 
October 27. On November 10, R. Di.c!w sr<ir c:t~1ht nt t/e,it L..1wre,1ocf,-'lm, No-.rc"Cll::,er 12, 
W, E, Whiteheru:I reported one 0,1 thr: hl.gln-r,.\y p,t Rc•.m.d Hill, an:t or. 'c!-.tc same date one 
was found dead near Kentville. On N,"JV8!al:.::rr ll', also, ,me i,r,1s br,,ught to Mr~. Sollows, 
at Chebogue, Yarmouth County, for idcnttf'fout.ion, and, nenr this dat.e:, one wss found 
alive at Avonport, and another on the Wo1i'v111" ':\Yk>Jland (repoi•teod to Mrs. J. s. 
Erskine). Early in Dec<-ember, Nrn. Rarr1mic1 t,rn-1 «:.1Jht at the edt,c of t:1c t!.de, ::,_t 
Smith's Cove, Digby County, TI,el'e vus &. ldgh utrnl J:,1-'.l',ring. Doveh:!c:s are or'ten bletrn 
inland during the late :full l.lnd mu•ly ~rir:t.u:q U,e r,xr.raorclim,ry thing this yeru.· was 
the unususally large numb er. 

Red-throated Loon 

.Arctic Loon 

Barrow•s Goldeneye 

Hooded Mcrga..ser 

Goshawk 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Virginia Rail 

Common Snipe 

1, r-'8.:ii"Utu."'Y 19~ ~·-:en r1t SC;,r,.,io:r1th, Hali.fttX G1J1.1nty, by Lo Bo 
l-T.ac]i1erson and C, R. K, ll.1.len. "fhi.s is • .. he f ir.'st FelJl"Um:'Y 
1•eco:t·d fol' thts bird. 

3, October 6 ~u1rl a .. 1962, !:H"'.an. 01.ri.:.r-tidc~ ;the hru:fbtti.v:' at l/m)Jrs 
Isl:;md, liy Ca1:tnin E., Hold:rnzy. 

2 (m.--,,le), Fcbrum·y 9, 196'.J, with a flock cf Col'i]110n 
Golcle:ncyc in Bed.ford Bas{!l., by L. B .. r~t':lcph~:csvn W1.t5. c. n. ;:c, 
All<ln. 

J., Fcb:i."U~.ry 23, 1963, seen ut. La'lr~cncct.__"t·m. Bi.!ac1~·, Hnl !.i'~,:< 
C,:,unty., by 1". Ccoh; and }\ Ro I.Jobson .. 
1, Wolfville - see Cht'istr,1::1.s Cnw,t. 

1, Febrt.t~..ry 12, 1963, at lJil:1iot, hy 1-b:z., F~,.-,zu:1k a~dd:1~. 

2, dt11·ing ,Ttm>Jtl!'Y, 1963, at Annapolis, hy .J.B. T·?.rri.::m, wr,c 
reports that these birds are catching :-f.:ts ut the T,,wr, i)m~,. 

l, throughout th1.:, w.tr.1.ter, at Wilt:ur~., by lf:."'S. F:.,~i.nk :iat-:k:t::i::-.o 

l, Dec,mlher 23, 1962, Durt:n, .. '1.lth, :by R. uic:w. 

1, Dece::dber 29, 1962, (Se~, c:-.:ristmas Count, w~,l:.:'villc). 

l, February 

1, FclJ~J 

1, Di,cenibet' 

1'7 '' 
23., 

23 

J.963, Ucst, :..ain1 encet•.?'Wl .. , h:, l'Je "''" 1-'1111:s., 
15)63, 1-.J.V.'l~e!lC~""?"i>:Y.i;: nrcit_, .. '.')y Lo B(> lki.cpl1,:.;~":11.)X!o 

nnd 31, 1?62, IJ'r).1,t.,~.101.1th., by R .. Dick-::<> 

J., oud of Fcln:utr1:y, 19-63., $Co .Nrtt·g~'i.i~~~t:; Bay P.oad. Ft:r. G" 
White suw the bird shc.~lt<~i;1g cJ.,.:;sc t.o !le::."' hot~a(:. 

!., !sla.1.·\.:h 17, 196.J, Co.'.!.c Ht~~bou:~., WI' .. ! • H!21s and C~R •. 1~a .A:i.:.cn. 
~ing th1.:~ wintc,.-, fror.1 l ·~o 3 a.r these bi1~J.s t.ra.s r~ot,~d along 
the margins llf ",he sink drn'ln !co,Hng fron the County ?riL"K, 

at Cole liarln."r!J.!.~, hy Ro .D.iclr..s, 1..,, P.o l!ft.c:f,l,1.e:::;0!"., :.:..u:d C.:S:.Ko Jt!.len~ 

l 



- 6 ~ 

Newsletter 

- 1:, October 2, 196:?, o:f'f Ca,:fbcr-.1 f!arbotl%', by Ca.;,!:.. E. Eo:'.dwey. 

- 1, September 6, 1962, off Pi.'Ctou, by Captain E •. H9l::1'11B".r, 
- 3, October 12, 1962, Sw:ile River, by Dr. H, F. 1.1.>w!s. 

l, Q:tober 27, 1962, Hali!ai,..?.A,;wrcetOltr.l, by Dt•.}ij.F. Ltri/L$, 
. . . -~ ' . 

2, November 9, 1962, SWJ.e River, by Dr, H, F', ~~s. 

,. 1, .November 19, 1962, Sat,le River, by D:.'. H. r,. ~}!s, 
15, December 2, 1962, Dyke Road, Gre.nd Dese...""t,, Haiti'ax County, 
by w. J. Mills. ; · · . . H :>:.' · 
1, arO\llld in JMU!'ll."'Y, near Wol.i'ville, hy J. s. Erskine~ 

I . 1_f _..,, ,; 

1, Februaa-y 17, 1963, BUl'r,side, Hali:{ax County, by1R.'J?i~. 
This bird was !tilled by a car. l ! 

- 1, December 1, 1962, W1.111t Lawrancetown, by R, Die~. 

l., 11mid-winter:i, Wo!:fv!lle, by Eric Mµ:Llen, reported by J~S. 
Erskine. · · ' · 

Red~ellied Woodpecker - 1, all last wintez,, that is, 1961, at Midd::.etor.;\1/;: . 
· . · Mrs. HelenVyets :feeder, This first reco:d :for Nova Scotia 

was not reported to us before. Toe identi£!cation.was con,., 

Western Kingbird 
Bank Swallow 

Wint'er Wren 

Mockingbird 

Swains on ts Thrush 

Ba.stern Bluebird 

firmed by a movie sent to Earl Godfrey, ot.tawa. · · · 
Congratulations .to Mrs. Vye. 

- 1, !Jovember 2A, 1962, Head o!: Cl1ez:setcook, by c. ~- K. Allen. 
- Just a note :from captain Holdwl:W's H,t, cO!'ib:,lling other, 

observations, that I1U11lbers of these birds W<?t'e dawn al:iO"w-1:. 
90 per cent from the yew.· be.fore, 

• 2, Dece:mbe:.- 23 r;zld 31, 1962, Dartmouth, by R, Dicks. 

- l, December ?.t 1962, Grand Desert, Halii'ax County, by w. J, 
Mills. •. 

1, since Nover!lber, 196:2, at Miss M. A; Christie ts :t'ee-ie=, 
Be:ford •. This bird ~ts 1.1..'l(;lthing put 4)UI:, i'm: him, app,:,..rent.!y, 
and has driven a;-1·-ey- t\1.l other birds i'rora the feedi.'lg t1'!JiY and 
tuet bag, · 

l, Decerrber 1, 14, and 16, at Liverpool, by Mrs. G.W. W:i.!te. 

1, Mai;•ch 9, 1963, Dartli1outh, by Mrs. A, c. Du.-ican and Miss 
Ethel Crathorne. 

1, around all winter, Dw.'tmouth, Dr.'. and Mrs. Trask, 

• l, November 28, 1962, Musquodoboit Harbour, by C.R.K. A1.:'.an, 

- 2 1 September 23, 1962, in a r.:emetery at· West New .A.-:ma'l, !'.e,ir 
Tatamagouohe, by D. L, Vincent, 'l11ese birds We.<:'e ,;~3.l 11eer1 
and carefully described, 

Golden-crowned Kinglet • Considerably 1aoi:e nume:-ous fa the Cole Harbour.• - Cbe-,,zet::iook 
area, 1962-63 t.'lan in recent years. It has been nori:w.l ·<:.~ 
see l!lOI'e (8-J.O) in a sb"lgle dey this yew, than dUt'ing the 
whole of on6 of the last few wi!lt:.ers. 

- l, Feb::'Ual'.-;y 2, 1;163, West. Letwt'e.r10etown, l:ry C. R. K • .ltll;;,.1 a.'"rl 
L, B. Mi.>.cpherson~ 

1, Jariua..7 2.5, 1963, Ruund H:t.tl, :by W. E, Whitel,l<ad. ~1s 
.. b!rd was looking for a meal at a feeding staUon. It. ,r.a.s t;ro 
: hours be:fore the small birds retur,1ed. · , .· 

• l, illlmature,. lie>vembei: • 24, · 15162, West Lawre:,1c?towr.~ :by R.Oiclts, 

3,' se,e Christmas Gount:.s, Halifax Area, Bast .and West~,' , 
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The morn!ng field ·~r!})!:! ,anjoyeC:. :oy eti::.!.y r:tz,~ .. ~$ .!:--:_ ~1a~:'.:i:'\x't dnd ',,,r~c:::-~!~'.~/' sc·',:'tZ.t.~n! 
yea.rs ago will be rzv!ved this sprll:.tl~ -::~::!1---.s wi~1 1-,.(:; ht.J.d, Wi~d.t~:.c;';' pc:crc{tt!.=.g.'J 
according to the schedule given beluu. f.inte t'.:.at the stni•t:tng timce:!' m;•e u,t ·;:.:v, 
same for. all trips. ·Toe we,zkda.y t:-ips w:111 ~nd i::1 -1:.:~ .fo:: t1c ·~o 1:-H o:·l t!-:,:: j . .::b if/ 
9:00 a.m. Remember that 1'-'Ic1.y l'lt7rr:.ings ca::~ b(~ ct.;JJ.y u.rs.1 ·:.:.~.~a.t l7n.J,:d.n:; r:m: ::,e d:;;11), r~-:, 
say the lea.et• at this time o:f y<::m·. 

Wed,, 

Wed,, 

~ 

Hay 

May 

May 

May 

Mi:zy 

)'{~e':_ir:$1 ?1£1.Ct::! 

l Tower R,,ad enti:auJe t.o l:.:1.e 

8 A.r:ridale Tz•af:f' le Cil.11.::!:<-: 

11 Dart.1,muth 12nd 0f t.he Jt.11-fui'.tS 
JlfacDonatl Bridge 

22 A,r.-"1dale T::•af.fic Cfr<.)fo 

29 Ar'tl1CW~l1:~ 'l'rafi'lc Circl, 

''.tlm.1~ 

Bl}..•}: 6:()() u.:m.. 

ctOO C'.ore .. 

r .... .., 7:0C, a .. n.:. 

6:00 e .• rtl.o 

6::X:, S..e~-:'J.o 

Cr11e H:e:J~bot.t..• ~ 
Cht.>£,Z~Cooke 'ihli! 
will :be a hi~ ox- a 
full d~;l-· tdp, 
a,;ce'>l.·ci.'lg t'-' choice, 

CJ.cl St. ~~:ga?"ctis Bil¥ 
Road 

An l"Jcea?!ClQf~.J.Pher d0es sonll'.l' B Ird~~.lbtchii]:1 £!,~t;_ the West.. :~o<.-.<it. 

F:re..d Dobson, a meniber o:f the Nova Scott:\ Bi::-J &-clety, writes: 

11 June 18. Ori the !ilorth Facif:!c cr.td'..se, thG wea:t.h~t' l.rH.s good ••• I snu a f01.r, but 
not too many whales, spe:.•m and i'inh1ok. '.'.'h;., raost fre<:,~1ent:t;,, se'.lr: 1nrunnu-,l Im! tLe Fur 
Seal. What an animal! ?lot vecy ltu:ge, tlbout four foet long t'.Stl<'.ll,y, :but. ,:ar, they 
pla;yt Whenever they S,>.c the Shi!=>, we;: t.:-;.:y <Wr.tll, ,:,,::µpbg tbzil' inqu!s!t:lvc head.s 
out o:f' the w-..iter, and swim round awl :..•oui1tl w:;, sn~f.ing at C1.i-r ~ottk::: i,~,d 
bateythcrmograp..lls; jurnping and sorn~:rsauJ,':.bg, rolllng or, ~.hci7.' inrcks t'l.'1d sc~·a-l:.ot:ing 
themselves, Another :f'avo:dtc trick is to :mr.<ak ,.i,p, 'tl;."lU'.ll"W<:·::.,z:.·, ;,zlfl S<.),:u•e the p;u-k.s 
o:f':f the albatrosses which settle r,n.tnd tt$ when we, st,,p. 11:i.•~::ia bfr,J.e, ;;,dng 
digni:fied a.-1d lmmcnsel;y stupl.c., fl;y o:!:f r,~scntfuli.y ,re f'o/, :,:cw.ls, i::ct.tk, ;1r:d. ,l.'.l.w.ost 
immediately rise with a Sq'Sd:W'k at1:dn, while :1 :;,L-zy:ful b;r•own for:11 :n:;ke::: r:. swfr1 belcn.r 
them. 

11Birds were scm.(~imes good, ecmJ.e",:.1mes no:1"""<.'Y.itfi.:.,Jlit,, exce,t fo::: ·t.~:it;-: W~;:\---.}2o·Pie.~1t 
albatrosses, which :follow the sh!p in floclro up to t.w2D.ty. 'l'hGse ioll:'E: th"' Bh,J,:
footed .Albatrosses; ·we occas;.crm.lly see th(~ I;tysun A1hai:,1'LSS, !.>'J'i:. it geni:::::il!.y s~-.:~ts 
farthe1• at,1ey from the ship. Pa.elf!·; FuL1~·::, Petre:tz (For.k-t.t:d.:1:!d and l..1:!ad.:.2.;;), 
Sooty and Slm1nr-bi1lecl Shear""~ratc:i.1 $ 1.rc-1.."','.! t.hi: on~y mer,!l:, ... ::~:-s of' ·~·.he ·(.,".ib·t-11·--sn~ I $,;,xt, 
Qf the Alcide! PigCIJ,!l. ·Ju-tll.cc;I:U>t~, Cotrz:!ot~ N·.Cl"{~$_, ''i.\1..~.13,_:: d.:.·;r.:1 :::oJ.T,\.•d !.-\.~.ff!·.~~ ... 
Rhinocerous A:~l<;let.s, Ma1.YJled Mt.tt•r:;:ln-t ... s, A.:.1,:: ierl~ Y:fu::.."t1 <~1c,ts ~1J.1d \1.,,.~:·h~~~ri:.~) !a"":a:~~,:e~. 
A-ukl1::tso &1.w ~L cc:,u1,-1le ot COI1r!O!'\ (I ~hi111t::- Tr!~'!:a.S.'J G!-:a.11t~~ .. ~tl Gu11s, 1,.-:,,t.:1 <J:r E~.:.~:i:•:l·~~0.9 
Glauco-u~-1,r!nged, and M1c":"..,,i" Gulls, Bl.ncir-::.cu:::_1c~tl J.l!t:t.!w:.1.k<i':t. and :.:,,, :-:T...t.1i..1,:!:~· of E·:t:-.. 11:p~:.1•.,.__.(:U:~ 
Gulls., The IUt'::.i:m.kes stay' uP:-1'• 12.."1 tl'J:.'crt;.gh the wqt"37., c,f' gal1~s, t!,c:r ~;~~11 t~· ,zr\.~1.lJ' 
it better a$ the wbd gets st:ron[)'-'l:. 

0Sm,r som,~ b eat..vt, if'.tl r-:t.?.1e G".'nTI1,t,,n Eil1c:·r~ at. &x'-!!aJ:, ~1n~l ht.t!-J:; I~ie::[J~':1:.::h.;_ .. 8., :)L~<~t~ 
are in g:re&.t abunCh:mce innhor.t~ a~ :1 ru.?wia, Coot, ~,~~.u:r., Gc·ldt .. c:i,?.'ye, c.u1d oc,-:0..t~!,').~u:i:\:y 
Baldpate, :md sit still to tet you loorl- ,,,t them, 

11'fhe c.th.er l>i.1.·d of not2 -tro.s a !)oor ·Bruld<?'!.'t;!."i.'"., He .fle,:J J~:1, f..:::. srnn2.!., ~t:... .. ::,:µc,:: 
warbler, o--.rt. of the .fug: c)ff th& Wc$t, Gtt;·.st o.! Va..~~:)t.r"·\:'.~ :G1:.l2~Kt_, se\·::.led in t:.~1.e 
captain's aJ.:lcywey an.d tucked !ti:;: h~~~d tt.r."£.1.~ h.is wins.. if~:~ '.:.he Rltiiio C\,(t.:.1 ~:.l'.-,:0:::

fou..~d him and took him to :rn.e. I let t~i~t sl~e:.-' beside my pil.lm,r, ctr.':. 1.11" t•:!gi-..t, Lt.~J. 

I 



- 9 -

Nz-w·sletter 

we got a.sho.r.e, ·when I let.;, him :;,uo That ai.4 t.Ct"~-,.oon "t1h(~~·J. I JVt ::.Hat!k tr) H:-u.1l:mc, ·,;_rfl.;,,~.~e:" 
had J:.,'.JT!'owed J1l'f Pete1•son had !''.:tu:"ned it .. , :nd I k;1at,zd l;he b:i.±:'d <J.t r.;r"~e - a 11,,r.·~,:·x::;: 
wate,1· Thrush, nw fi!'st, .md wb,:t a way tc sc:t acqu~:',n:;,,~d.' ri1.::, :,,c;e.~ mlsr ,m-2 ::,f 

those., if I ever see fil.."l.other ....... 

UJa.nuary 13. The first week of ":..he c:c,.d.:3c., we z!,:J-::~t~y8ed u; t;·ie Weik. Cot:.f:ll (.;;f 
Vancouver Island, going bt;o Quatso St,u,d <:,n ,·,ne o;f ~'W' z!gs, .11..'1d the bJ:;•rls ·'.J:ei:e 
were fabulous p Marbled ~brrelets, C::iEf,n•niii. M•.1,.":r'e:; b:,,· t;1e hutdr.eds, and B~.J.d Et~.g~.ss. 
The Sound, as a1.l Bo C. inlets are, ws beau!:.ifu:. We crune d'-~::r.:. :J.t at Stt.'\SC-.,.,_ti J!:ti. 
there ;ras a gray, s,'ll!letil:ies pink, :1ometimes brH1iru:1t::;y ur,:!t<o n;ist 11:? b tt.e m,---~LSL:.,'..c, 
which were p.:!rfe:;t.ly reflected in the gla,ss-.... ;;::mooth :rr.:tter. We s:;c.1 ~eue Ir>.c!1'Jr~ :j,J~":'.r.1, 
grounds, and s:.opped at a whalir19 sta,tfov. (wheee••'n,f,, •• Oi'.:f e;.i::1;:, '.):w nex·~ c't~~·, ,,e di.d 
Queen Charlotte Sound, a.,u! reached the sotr:-hcm tip of tte Queer, Cl'w;,,•.:;,o:~te I:l:ars.\i;, 
when the weather got :bad - it alway~• is the;.,•r; - so we p-.Jt into ::i. S!:\!:,11 inlet iol' t, dt';)', 
I had more ornitholc,gfoal good fortune. Q-, the uuy ln I C<Y.,.,:1ted tw,nty-dgh'~ Ba:!.rl 
Eagles, and thirty-six more on tb.e way out., cf: l-Jhich n;'- lf?ast t"y~izo.1.t.~.._six -.:,;cce: t:i 
pairs. I must report to the Bale! Eagfo counting pi:,ople. They i-·e:-e every.rht::rc, a pa:!;; 
every hundred y:irds, all along the sho:.·e ru:d on the iiJ1a.!1ds. ()n the wey ,JU';, !~o :iea, 
we passed .Anthor,.y Islnnd, the main s01.trce ,~f Haid""'type tot,?.!fl poles 01\ the Wes!;, Coast, 
and there saw Cor.mo,•ants (three specfas), s,,otecs, ?igeor, G-..1ill,z;uots, and Ce.llforal.a 
Murres. And in Queen ClllU'lotte Sc,u::d another ~,sax: Albatross. I ~,iH r,ever cea'>e 
to be thrilled by those birds. n,ei:e is nothing in the sea more m.'ljestic. 

11.\nd a:w:;y again up the west coast oi the Qucet\ (:hru~lottes, ami I f0t1nd ll\YSeli', 
at five in the morrling, ba!u."l.ci:r.g on a aeav:'.r,g deo!t against a 35-ltnot gale, taking 
the last station of the cruise. The weather, £=:out the:i on, got steadily woi:se, We 
rolled into P!'ince Rupert on Mondey, whe,:e we stey-ed and 1.:tcked our wou.'1ds, Reye.rt 
is an old friend no-ll•••• 

"The weather Just blew harder Ttinsdey, so W(; W~'l'e treated to a t.Tip inside fro,n 
Prince Rupert, to Victo1•ia. Most oi U1c W-.J.'.f i;: tJ1ro,.i:g,.<; nar-a·CM, ::omplete1_,v calm waters, 
among green-wo~ed and snow-capped t1tou.-1t1:,inn, which drqp steepfy to mu·ro-,,1 bear~he_s. 
Deer a."ld bear on the beaches. Once again, Bald Eagles, at le:t.st one pair a mik, at!d 
there are a lot of miles in the Inside Passage. In m;y <-'Yes, it ranks ,dth the best 
scenery aizywhere ••••• 

11As you can see, l 7m doing p:rett;r well with l:.he sea birds, but h.i:ve scurcely 
touched the la.rid birds as yet. Also, ill t!ils nt,nmtainous regfon, a beact. is a ,i,a;.•to:1 
strip of gravel, and shore birds az•en't so easiJ;y found, That r!i one of t!w :b!g 
things about Nova S::ctia bird-watching thut I miss, the wide sandy be;Jches, '.lni t!,e: 
shore b irds ••••• 11 

l 
I 
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The Spring Nigration 

Despite a few very early arrivals of Robins, Red-wings and Rusty Black
birds, the main spring migration in Nova Scotia came along at the_ usual time, ·and 
for the most part, in usual numbers of brrds, in 1963, By March 30, in the Halifax 
area; Fox Spatrows snd Song Sparrows had become colllIOOn, and Robins·were around in 
fair numbers, · The main migration of these species was in .full .. swing early in April 
when a sudden·retu:m of winter weather, with heavy snow, stopped the birds in their 
tracks, Great numbers descended upon the countryside and city backyards, searching 
for food. Approximately 13,000 Robins were counted in and around Halifax on April 
13; they were e~ting anything· they could find, Fox Sparrows were present in the 
hUf!dreds and were seen on the.beaches, in company with Robins and Juncos, competing 
for food with Piping Plovers in the seaweed at the water's edge, 

The forest floor was covered with deep snow, and Woodcock were driven 
out to the roadsides, to probe a.~y bit of open ground. Several of these shy birds 
were even seen in the city, working along fences, where the snow had melted, 

As suddenly as they had oome,·the birds dispersed when the snow disap
peared, and by April 24 were back to normal distribution, 

Starting the 1st of May, members in the Halifax area took part in a 
number of ear;J.y m:,:ming field trips, four in all. The fifth, an all-day trip, was 
cancelled because of the weather, This is the first time in the history of the Soc
iety th;l.t thi~ has happened, our motto being rain or shine, It wasn't rain, but 
heavy snow and fog, with visibility practically nil, which stopped us, and the snow 
continued falling all day, so the Shore trip was a total loss, However, the other 
four expeditions in the parks and woods were rewarding; an average of fiftee~ people 
took part, and om:: species ·count each day rose from less than ten on MEcy- 11 to 
thirty-four on May 29 in the two hours we wer!) out, We saw and heard the retumill8 
Swallows, Vireos, Fly-catchers, Thrushes and Warblers, and on our last trip had a 
magnificent sighting of a Lincoln's Sparrow, sitting on a bare branch, in full view 
and constant song. It is a rich and beautiful song, This.was a first for many of 
us, and well worth the effort of rising at five a,m, any day, 

Following are early dates and items of interest about the spring-return-
ing birds, from the records of members of the Society: · 

Sgoty Shearwater (1) Nay 23, off Cape Sable Mr, and Mrs. S, Smith 

Great Blue Heron (5) ~:P-• 15, Cole Harbour, R, Dicks. Earliest record received 
this sprihg, 

(15) May 27, Bon Portage, Shag Harbour, E. Richardson 

Common F.gret 

Snowy Egret 

Cattle Egret . 

Canada Goose 

... "came in fror:i the sea during early twilight, crying 
as they flew along the island's we~-:;em edge, apparently 
boundfor the herons' nesting grounds at the northern end 
of the island, This was the first such arrival I had· ever 
witnessed", 

(1) · June ·2-5, Bartlett's Marsh, Yar, Co, Florence Higby. · 
"A beautiful sight through the binoculars". · 

(1) Apr. 28, for several days, Broad Brook Marsh at Sand 
Beach, Yar, Co,, V, Sollows, C, Higby, and _Mrs,. W, 
Perry-, . 

(1) May 18, same place as above, V, Sollows, M, Kenney and 
others, Follows the cattle to pasture and then back to 
the barn, 

(1) Mey 15, Wallace Bay, 'A, J. Erskine, This is a very late 
date. 

(About 3,000) Mar. 6, Brier Island, w. Lent 
(70+) Apr. 13, in flight near Northport, on the shore between 
. Tidnish and Port Howe, H. MacNeil, 
(44) Apr, 16, Piotou, E, Holdway, "feeding on eel grass in 

, a lagoon in Pictou Harbour, partly covered with ice, 
Small flocks of less than a hundred came daily till 
May 3, . 
A, J, Erskine reports Brant fewer along the North Shore 
than during the last three years, 



... ,, 2 -

(1) Mar, 31, Cole ,Iarbour-Chezzetoook, W,J ,Mills 
(l) Apr, 14, La.wrencetown, Hfx Co., C,R,K,Allen, Mr, Allen re

ports that.Black Duck, Canada Geese Md Greater Soaup be
gan to build u:r in nUlllb_ers at Cole Sarbour about the llliddle. 
of March, 

(l) Mar, 17, West Lawl'.Sncetown, Hfx. Co,, W,J,Mills 
(l pr,) Mar, 24, West La.wrenQetown, W, and P, _Hemeon .. 

O'reen.::'Winged Teal Mar, 30, first appear8llce in the Cole Har'boµr~ChezzetcOQk 
area, C,R,K,Allen . · J · : · 

· Shoveller 

'.Bufflehead 
tf&sh Ha.wk 
~ 
Sparrow Ha.wk 
Ruffed G:rouee 

Killdeer 

Woodcogk 

Co=n Snipe 

(4 pr,, lm.) Ma.,r 13-24, Amherst Point, A,J ,Erskine., "_Their· . 
· usual breeding area, nUlllbers unchanged. since, .. l,957", . 

{2 m;,l f,) May 7, Long Lake, near Amherst Point, A,. J, Erskine, 
. . : · "reported by Prov. Forest Rangers Beatty and Xeilly, pro- · 

. bably correct - I. saw a. pair in Saokville, · M&.Y; 12, ": ··: · !10) May 16, Antigonish, A, .J. Erskin~. Late date,: · • . · 
l} Mar, 301 West Lawrencetown, R, Dicks ·; 
1 Mar, 26, Round Hili, Anna Co,, W, E, Whitehead~ . 
l Har, 11 Wost Lawrencetown, R, Dicks, 

Ma;y 201 nest containing 18 eggs, Round Hill, W, E, 'White-
head and ·Mrs, J,E, FitzRandolph, .. 

(2) J,me 1,2,3, Scotsville, reported to A, J, Erskine, only 
"ke~eeck" note heard, 

(12) Apr, 6, Mahone Bay, H, F, Lewis 
( ) .,Apr, 10, Shannon Park, Dartmouth, R, Dicks 

''with a :Clock of robimi". 

~
112

~ Apr, 13, Lawrenoetown, Hfx Co,, L,B,MacPhereon 
Apr, 16, Cape Sable, Mr, and Mrs, B, Smith 
Apr, 181 near swamp land, White Point, Queens Co, 
:Jl'irs, . W. H. Doggett 

~ 2~ May 15, Centr'lville, Cape Sable Island, Mrs,'. W, Smith; 
l Mar, 11 Cole Harbour, R, Dicks 
1· with 4 downy young, probably l-2 da,ys old) 

Ma;y 18, Little Dass River, W, and P, Hemeon 
(l, with 2 young)May 29, Greenhead Road, Hfx Co,, members of 

the Bird Society c~ ~ a,m, walk- the adult bird put on·a. 
very clever "broken wing" act for us, · 

(1) Apr, 1, Round Hill, W, E, Whitehead, 

<2) ifil:tin5Zint1at0 ~im~·tl££Uli!fl:t11 • 

Greater Yellowlegs (2) May 4, West Lawrenoetown, R, Dicks, 
~ (1) Hay 241 i1alagash, A, J, Erskine, "seen in winter plU1Dag8, 

1-lith Blaclc-bellied Plovers, I have one other spring reoo.rd, 
Ma;y .25, 1957, with Dr, H,F,Lewis, in Shelburne Co, 11 

~
li Apr, 151 West Lawrencetown, R, Diclcs, 

. 5 . Ma,y 15, Linden, A,J ,Erskine, 
1 Ma;y 12, Bon Portage, E, Richardson, "Observed at 20•, , 

the bird feeding around a pile of :rookweed, later in 
flight", A trans-oceanic stray, according to Dr, H.F,Lewis, 

lforthllm PhalSfope l28, flock) Ma,y 18, Northumberland Strait, E, HoldWB3 
4) Ma;y 20, II II II 

l31aok-hea~Gull 29) Apr. 6, We=,t Lawrenoetown, L,B,MaoPherson 
Laui@.ng __! " l) Mey 27, Port Dufferin, Guys, Co,, L,B,MaciPherson 
llo:rte s Gull .·· 10+} Mar, ;, West La.wrenoetown, R, Dicks, 
Co and/or Artie Tern: Several seen in the d~stanoe, May 17, Western Shore, Lurien, 

·. :c , · · . : Co,, C,R,K,Allen .·. . 
· Mourning Dove · -~11· Mar. , 28-Apr,13, Shelbu'me,'_ ,Mrs. D. Robertson. Feeding' station, 

2 Apr, 6, Centreville, Cape Sable Island, •,Mrs,: W, Smith,-·· · '' 
1 Apr,9-15, Bon Portage, Shag Harbour, E, R:l.oha.rdson. First 

SPring record for the island, . · ; · . 
(This is not a spring record, but Mr. C, F, TS¥lor of R,R,#1, 
Stewiaclce, wri tea that he recei vea a. He.wk Owl for mounting, which 
had been collected at Mooeeland, Two others at least were seen . 

, during the wint_er,. one in thw Wentworth Valley, one in Lunen, Co)Ed. 
. (1) May 22, heard first on this date at Bedford, A, Chisholm, , 

{1.) Ma;y 25 a.nd since, Northw:est Arm, Halifax; D,Ward, W,Chute and • 
others · · . 

(1) !4ey (first week) Freeport, Digby Co,, W,Lent, One fotmd dead 
ta.ken to M:r, Lent. on Brier Island, who sent it_ to the N,S,Mur@UIII 
of Soienoe 1 !Ifx, Dr,H,F,Lewis examined it and concurred in the 
identifioa"tion. . . 

l 
I 
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•. Nightb,awk (2) Ma;y J:7, (Halifax - city) P,R,Dobson 
· . · . . May 281 first arrivals in Wolfville, J • S, Erskine 

ChilQl'lez Swift (lO) May 12, near Wol£ville 1 J, .. S, .Erskine 
Rub,y-throated Humminri?,'d (l) Ma,y 161 Round Hill, W,E,'Whitehee.d 

,. ,; > 1) May 18,· Halii'a.x (city) D, We.rd . 
. ;, ;;,\;,'.' · . . 3) ~ 21 ." .. " W, ;Chute,. Dr, Chute says these birds 
· £I cf .;{ · appear every year just as, his Japanese Quince comes into 

;c, '· bloom, and prei'er thi a to · all other neote.r sources, . 
· l!eitscl Kindi!filer l Mar. 30, Cole Harbour-Che~zetoook area, C~R,K,Allen 

y:.. , . . l Me.r, 30, Three Fat!lom Harbour, ,W, Hemei>n · · ' , 
.Flicker': l Mar. 21, 'White Point, Queens Co, ,Mrs, W,H,Doggett h 

· l Apr. 3, Halifax (city), C~R,K,Allen · 

' 
Ee.stem Phoebe 

l May 20, lied.ford, A, Chisholm · · · . "· · 
l May 20, Ro1llldHill,W,E,Whitehead · . :,! .· · .. ' 
l May 14-25 Bon Portage, E, Richardson, 11During,a1oolcl, wet 

fog ••• hit against our ki:tohen window and fell'i~nto the 
wheelbarrow Just below it;, ,was onl;)' momenta.riJ.y!etunped", 

(l) Mar, 29, Bon Portage, Ei, Richardson, "Following a SE gale, 
it was present during the following 2 days and £so. along· 
the open shore upon the ielP-nies, one of the earliest in• 
s~·ots to appear on Bon Portage, 11 ' 

(l).Apr, 27, Piotou, E, Holdwa;y · 1 · 
11perched,in lilac hedge" 

( Ma;y 7, Pictou, E, Roldway . 
.. '(flyoatohing in the garden," 
May 15, Piotou, E, Holdway 
11 in song", 

(l) Mau 19·, 20, Tusket, Yar, Co, - C,R,K,Allen 
. · "in song", · 

.Least Flycatcher (l) May 16, Round Hill, W,E,Whitehead, 
Wood Peevee (l) June 11 Little Bass River, Col Co,, W, and P, Hemeon 
li e-si ed catcher (l) May 23 1 River Denys, A,J,Erskine ' 

House Wren 
Mockingbird 

llr9wn Thrasher 

l) Apr, lO, visiting bird house, Yar, Co,, M, Kenney 
3 prs,) May 201 Amherst, 'E, Lowerison, 

?-!rs, J, DeVenne of Amherst reports that she also has a 12-
oompartment Martin house, which has been well patronized by 
these birds for many years, 

(l) May 101 Cape Sable .Mr, and Mrs,. S, Smith, . . .. 
(l) Mar, 281 Rockingham, Hfx Co,, Mrs, Coffill reports that her 

Mockine;bird (which has monopolized her reeding station all 
winter) began to sing on this date, and another bird of this 
species has joined it, · 

(1) All last winter, Shelburne, ')!rs,· D, Robertson, Ate Multi
nora rose hips, and began to sing in the spring, 

.(2 pr,) May 20, Halifax city, W, Chute, These birds are evid
ently nesting nea.rby. on first arrival they were seen feed
ing on suet but no· 10nger go near it,. 

(l) A day or two after the hurrioene of Oo-t, 7, 19621 J ~ ~nds 
found on Cape Sable a dead, banded Catbi[d, It has been 
lee.med that this bird was banded as an immature at Wash
ington Crossing Park, Pennsylvania, on Aug, 181 1962; by -
Dr, Paul Fluck, Evidentlf it was not of Nova Scotia origin, 
(Note by Dr, H, F, Lewis), · ~ll Apr, 27, llrier Island, ,Mrs,. w.Lent, 

l M~ 5, Cape Sable , .. ;Mr, and Mrs, s. Smith 
l May 6-14, Bon Porlage, E, Richardson - "Sang a most pleas
. ing song," 

!l) June l, Bon Portage, E, Richardson 
12) June 4, Brier Island, 'Mrs,: w, Lent 

· 2) Apr, l, Brier Island, Mrs,', W, Lent : . 
· 2) Middle of March, Rose Ba;r, Lun, Co, :Dr, G,A,Barss. 

10+) June 7, Halifax city, W, Chute, This nook is still about 
. feeding on larvae in the trees, frequently passing. them down _ 

feedi?:lg one &nQther, · . , , · , :. ·.· ._. ... · ·. 
• (2) May 171 Piotou; E, Holdwa;y, ''One gathering nesting mater-

ial, strips of. paper bark :Crom white birch," · 
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Warblers 
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Throug_liout april and Hay the warblers arrived on schedule,· accord
ing to the records received from A, J, Erskine, the Hemeons, D, 
Ward, E, Crathorne, R. Dicks, A. Chisholm, E, Holdway and others, 
Some early dates. were: Myrtle and Palm, Apr. 19, 21; Black
throated Green a;nd Parula, Viay 12; Yellow, Ma,y 16, 17; Chestnu~ 
sided, Magnolia and B;taok and White, May 18; Yellowthroat, May 
19; Redsta.rt, Mey 21; Blackpoll, Ma,y 22. 
One outstanding report, a first record for Nova Scotia, comes 
from Mri Richardson, Bon Portage, $hag Harbour, namely, 

BLue-winged Warbler This bird arrived on May 4, folloin.ng a storm with strong, cold 
winds, It was in company with a Parula and a Palm Warbler._ It 
sang repeatedly, and was observed closely £or 20 minutes, Mrs, 
Richardson's careful description leaves M doubt in/the minds· 
of the editorial committee that her identification h correct, .. 

Northern Water Thrush Hote, This is not a common bird around the province, "but 
·. Dr,T], l-lacPherson reports that they <1re abundant at Donahue 

Meadowiark 
Red-wing 

Bal tinx:,re Oriole 

Rusty Blackbird 
Grackle 
Sciiriet' Tanager 
Cardinal 

and Loon Lakes, Guysborough co., and have been so for many years,: 
(1) May 18, Round Hill, W,E, Whitehead · ·· · 
(2 m,) May 22, Pictou, E, Holdway 

Mey 31 11 " (first females appeared), : 
(1) Apr, 27, Brier Island Mrs,, W, Lent. 
(7) Har, 26, hctou, E, Holdway - "vagrant birds in compaJzy with 

starlings." . 
(1) Mar, 28,. ColeHarbour-Chezzetcook, c.R~K.Allen 
(2 m,)'.Har, 29, White Point, Queens Co,, Hrs. Doggett . . ., 
(1) Hay 18-20, Be.dford, }., Chisholm and others, Several years 

ago, Baltimore Orioles nested in the elm trees at SUney
side, possibly they still do so, Ed, 

11) Mar. 30, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook, C ,R,K.Allen 
11) !1ar. 30 11 11 11 -

1) May 23, Cape Sable ,Mr, and Hrs, s. Smith . 
· 1) May 25 1 Rockingham, Halifax Co, Crordon Larkin. Thill bril-...• 
· liant bird we.s .per,ched in a treetop. Congratulations to ·Mr, 

Larkin, . . . _ 
Rose-breatited Grosbeak Ma,y 11-29, So very ,many reports of ·these birds have oom11 ... 

in, it seemed woi·th of comment, for although they are one of 

Indigo Bunting 

Dickcissel 

Red Crossbill 

our regular nesting species, they are seldom seen so often, 
(1) Apr, 30-May 3 at a feeding station, Hubbards, reported to 

W, J ,Hills by Nr, and Nrs, E, S, Bringloe, 
21 May (first week) Centreville, Cape Sable, Mrs, w. Smith •. 
1 ~.ay 3, Ye.mouth town, Clark Higby, 
l May 5-13, Bon Portage, ~. Richardson, 
1 l1ay 13, Rose Bay, D,A, Barss 
1 Hay 17 ,. Lower E, Pubnico, C,R.K,Allcn 
1 Jiiay 30, Bon Portage, E. Richardson, These birds are what 

Dr, H,,F, Lewis designates "regular strays" of southern 
orig.in, 

(1 f,) ,Ha,y 11, Shelburne, Mrs, D, Robertson, Came to the 
· •feeding station during the snowstorm, !1) ·Apr, 17, Bridgewater, Dr, H, F, Lewis 
12) Apr, 19, Lower Ohio, Shelburne Co, Hrs, B. Harris 
1) A~r:: 21 _ (ab~ut) _ :Jill. Village, Queens ·.co., J, Danly, 
some) ;,.ay 10-2D, Liverpool,. Queens Co, .Mrs,_A, Ryan 
lm.,2 f,) Nay 20, Round ~ill, W,E, Whitehead and H, Fitz-

Randolph.. , · 

~
4) Ma_y 26.,, Bridgew. a·~er, Dr, H, F, Lewis 
2) June ;:, 11 11 

12) June 3 11 , 11 • 

This spring there has been o.n· attenuated resurgence of 
this opeci.es along the Atlantic side of Nova Scotia, at , 
least i-n Lunenburg, Queens, and Shelburne counties, · · 
Note b;y: Dr, H, F, Lewis, . ' . 

White-winged Crossb±ll Further reports have come in since the last Newsletter<, .. 
indicating that this bird was more numerous than usual in 

, Nova Scotia last winter, Among these, the Lighthouse · 
Keeper at Coffin's lsl(llld off Liverpool reports a flock of 
50+ all winter, . 

.....,..__....,=-=---=- (1) May 4, Cape Sable Mr, and Hrs. s. Smith. 
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Ipswich Sparrow 

Savannah Sparrow 

· Lark Sparrow 

t'., r~.~ . , . , . , 
·, Tree Sparrow 
'. Chip;eing Sparrow . . 

5 -

(1) Apr. 16, Lawrencetcwn Beach, Hfx Co,, Bruce Menohions a.nd 
C.R.K,Allen, Late date, 

(2) Apr. 15, White Point, Queens Co,, Mrs, Doggett, Capt, Hold
way notes that this bird is much scarcer than usual in the 
P:f.otou area, . 

(1) June 1, Bon Portage, E. Richardson. Another ,stray, of 
western origin, 

(100+) May 15, Round Hill, Anna Co,, W,E. Whi tehE?ad• 
"graduallymovingS,E," ; ... · 
Hay 25, nest, m. th 5 eggs, Cole Harbour, R, Dicks, 

1
2! Apr~ a, White Point, lirs, Doggett, La~e date, . : 
l . Ma;y 18, near Wolfville~: A, J, Erskine, i:J ,: · . 
1 . Ha;y 2;, Bedford, A, Chisholm, , ; · 
l Ma;y 25, Camp Hill Cemetary, Halifax, P, Dobsqn, Capt, Hold

wa:;r of Pictou reports Chipping Sparrows as being: in more 
than usual numbere, very numerous,, · · · · rn i~ ~2' Bon P~rtage, E, Jlic~ardson t 1 , \ .> 

· \o/hite-orowned Span:gw (3) May 11 and £or the following week, Central 1Chebogue, · 
Yar, Co,, M, Kenney, V, Sollows, . . . .. 

· , .. . · (2) in.J!ay, Bon Portage, E, Rioha.rdson, Mrs. Riohardson.,mtes, 
"While watching one Field Sparrow and one White-crowned 
Sparrow beside it (binoculars) I was surprised to·see that 
t~ey were eating bites .from a dried kelp-blade,,, I watched 
them tear off small pieces and swallow them,,, I wonder if 
any other members of. the society have seen land l)irds eating 

Fox Sparrow • 

Lincoln Sparrow 

Snow Bunting 

this, o, II . , . , , 

{
1) Mar, 25, White J?oint1 Queens Co, Mrs, W, H, Doggett: 
e) Mar, 27, Pictou, E. Holdwa.y 
12+-) Mar, 30, ·cole Ha.rbour-Chezzetcook area, C,R.K,Allen l. several) Apr, 2-13, Round Hill, W, E, Whitehead,'. 
15+) Apr, 10, Shannon Park, Dartmouth, R, Dicks,' ;oi Apr, 101 Armda.le, Hfi Co, Mrs, c.c. Ward :. 
20 Apr, 11, Pictou, E, Holdway 

·. 16 Apr, 13,. Northport, H, Ma.cNeil, ; : 
1000+) Apr, 13, Cole Ha.rbour•Chezzetcook, C,R.K,Allen, Well 

scattered. These birds continued to be present in compar
able numbers for a week following this date, and then: 
quickly disappeared, until by April 24 only one was.seen 
in the area, Reports by C,R,K, Allen, R, Dioks and L, B, 
MacPherson, Dr, MacPherson later reported a Fox Sparrow 
at Lundy, Guysborough Co, from Hay 28 through June l, in 
song a.nd apparently "on territory", If this is the oase; 
it is a first record of such an occurrenoe on the.main-
land of Nova Scotia, 

(l) May 20, Portree, Cape Breton, A. J, Erskine . 
(1) May 29, :J:reenhead Road, Hfx Co,, members of tile Society 

on earl¥ morning expedition. 
(Approx, 200) Feb. 9, Cole Harbour-Chezzetcook, C,R,K,Allen, 

Hr, ;\.llen reports Snow Buntings a.lmcst completely lacking in 
this area. up until the above date, when the Horned Larks 
also appeared, Thereafter the Snow-Buntings appear to have 
been exceptionally numerous and well distributed a.bout the 
province, 

(50) Mar. 2, Cola Harbour-Chezzetccok, C,R,K,Allen · 

~
23) Mar. 17 11 11 11 

50+) i;ar, 23 II II ' II 

150-200) Mar,' '1:a.:25, White•Point, Queens Co,, Mrs, Doggett 
Rose Bay, Lunen,· Co,·, ·Dr, G, A, Baras 
"Snow Buntings a.re numerous this winter", 

(100+ Apr." 1'3, Northport, H, Macneil, This is a very late date, 

· Last summe·r, Mr, W, J, Mills of Halifax was fortunate enough to have a family 
; or Black-capped Chickadees nesting in a Swallow house in his garden. The birds were 
: observed carrying nesting material into the box on Ha;y 2, On Ma.y 27, the adults first 
, began bringing food to the box and were still feeding the young on June 16, The food 
: appeared to be mostly :::i'all inch. worms", !l'ir, Mills says a box for ohiokadees· should be 

in place vecy early, Preferably the first of March, and it is absolutely necessary to 
;..keep sparrows away from it, at all times, ,,: ' ' . 

t·., . . 
:.
:·;····.·.;: 

. ' 
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r_r1n:: WIL.LE'l' l/. £TOVA LJCOTIA 

nan,y of our mocbers \/no live e.long tho shore will be quite familiar with 
the loud, ringing, 11Pill-will-willet 11 and t,h.; flashing black a:nd white .of the wings 
in flight of this now foirly common bir,i, the largest of' the shore birds which 
breed in the province. They mey be surprised, however, to learn that some fifty 
years ago the Willet had disappeared from all areas north of Virginia, mainly through 
the aotivi ties of hunters shoo tine them for the market, and that 1na.ny persons thought 
the species was doomed to virtual extinction, 

P, A, Taverner records that about 1916 a few breeding pairs were located in 
the southwest of the province, and steps were ta.ken by special officers and local 
residents to protect them, They began to increase almost immediately, small'breeding 
colonies appearing along both coasts, until by the end of the nineteen-forties they 
had reached Minas Basin on one side and Guysborough County on the other, 

The Willets arrive in l!ova Scotia usuall;y in the last week of April, and 
remain with us until the middle of September, They nest in small colonies in grassy 
or buacy patc)lea not ve:cy far removed from sa.lt water, Although individual.nests 
may be hard to locate, tho birds generally give away the nesting area by,swooping at 
an intruder, sometimes to within a few feet of his head, and setting .up a. loud "yip.. 
yip-yip" cry whioh they continue until he departs, In 1961 I had t\oJO neists under ob
servation on a grassy is),~d in Mahone Bay, and oddly enough they were situated right 
in the middle of a breeding colony of Terns, The two species did not appear to inter
fere with ea.ch other in any wa;y. · 

. In 1951 the Willet was '·first reported fro111 Cape Breton, when birds that 
were·apparently paired were seen en Isle Madame, They were definitely established 
as breeding there in 1954 when W, Earl Godfrey observed flightless young pn that is
land, Up to the present there has been no breeding record for the North Sho;re,. l!l:- .. 
though in J:960 J, S, Erskine saw birds at Waugh Island, Cun)berland County, acting as 

; if there were young in the vicinity, and in 1961 A, J • Erskine observed birds 'in the 
'Antigonish and Ma.la.gash areas which behaved as if they weri: breeding, Any of our 
.members who visit the North Shore aro requested to·:watoh for any· evidence of breeding 
Willets, which shctUJ.d be ·re_poz:ted to our Edito:r for publi'oation in the Newsletter,·" 

Contributed by Captain T,F,T, Morland, 

'. . ; It has been. suggested_ that members of. the Nova Scotia ·Bird Society keep an 
eye on the Osprey, Nesta, munoers of eggs, ll.lld numbers of young eucoessfully reared, 
.are the i tams of interest at this time, · . 

· Word has come from the Now England States that the breeding success of 
Ospreys. dropped sharply last year, Uestlings found, dead, and sterile eggs were ex
amined, and found to contain a high concentration of one of the pesticides in cur
rent use,. 

It is possible that tho birds had fed on fish contaminated by poison spra.y 
used to kill insects on th\l salt marshes, 

' . 
~------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OSPREY MESI'ING SURVEY 
Observer's name and address, 
Exact location of nest: 
History of nest, 

Year built .... .. How many years used to yom• knowledge .,.,, 
Used 1963? 
If not, most r0oent year used••••• 
No.of Yeung produced that year••••••• 

1963 Se;;.son1 
Adults first sc~n at nest ................. 
Figgs la.id •••••••.• Eggs hatol1ed 
No, of Young succ~ssfully roared ............. 

. ..... -..... ,_,, __ , .. ,_ .. , --------------
"'if:~.:y' ·:::,..· 

. l t: 
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PROVIUCIAL FIELD TRIP 

Saturday, August 17th Pictou, N, S, 

Members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, and friends, who wish to take part 
in the Annual Field Trip, will meet at the junction of Routes 4 and 6, on the edge 
of Piotou town, at 9;~0 a,m,, Saturday, August 17th, 1963, The expedition will be 
conducted by Dr, L, B, Ma.cl?herson, and suggested routes are by courtesy 0£ Captain 
E, Holdway, Overnie,ht aooommodation may be secured at Pictou Lodge, on the Ferry 
Road, or at Johnson's Motel, on Route 6, (at the junction of Route 4), or at Bedford's 
Motel, ¼ mile from Piotou, off Route 6, Reservations should be made in advance, 

The prize winners in the essay contest for teachers, sponsored by the 
Nova Scotia Bird Society, were Mrs, HillalrY Grant, Halifa.x Grammer School, First Prize, 
and Mrs, Emma Brownell, Douglas street School Truro, Sec~nd Prize •. The essav' wa.s en
titled ''How I Have Taught Hy Pupils about Nova Scotia Bird.BG, and the.prizes were 
twenty-five and ten dollars, for the purchase of books wbioh would be helpful in 
teaching about birds, 

Mr, Harold Hath~w.ay has drawn.our attention to the fa.ct the.t·DoverPublications 
. Ins,, New York, is bringing oui; 11; new printing of the Life Histories of North Amer

ican Birds, by Arthur Cleveland Bent, This is considered to be the· definitive work 
on birds in North America., and had become unobtainable, Mr, Hathel<l!liY' felt that 
members of the society should know that it is on the market again, 

-·- -.. 
"-· A scant thirty miles from Times Square in New York City is ·some of the 

roughest, toughest country this side of t.he Rookies. 
It is the Great Swamp of Morris County, a battleground still tor oon

servationists fighting the bulldozers of would-be real estate developers.and the ad,-
vooates of a jet airport for New York, • · 

The Fish a.nd Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior has 
taken over 2,081 acres of this area as a gift and named it the Great Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge, 

It is a strange country, Only e. third of it is swamp, and much of it 
is hilly and forested, 

The conservationists' fight began in 19561 long before the·Port of 
New York Authority announced it wellted to acquire the Great Swamp for a jetport. 

Then the Great Swa.mp Collllllittee of the North American Wildlife Found
ation moved in. Most of their workers were neighborhood volunteers, 

The Great Swamp Committee to date has expended 8499 1 200 and deeded 
its land to the Federal Government, which has accepted the gift, The committee 
now is seeking $2251 000 to acquirG at least 1,000 more acres to link up some of 
the disconnected tracts it has now acquired, 

. And it wants all this before the roa.r of bulldozers starts drowning 
out the jingling, sleigh bell-like sounds of the spring peepers, the songs of the 
yellow-splashed warblers that flutter from cattail to cattail, and the rustle of 
the herds of whitetail deer as they move through the great stands of white oak, 
red oak, pin oak and hickories to the security of the boglands were even the 
hardy young surveyors vt:nture only with the greatest caution," 

Quoted from The Now York Times, 
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At the Anr:ui1.l ,.eetin;; of the riova Scotia Bird Society, held in 
Halifax on November 7th, ,.r. Fl•ed Fayne, of the Provincial Wildlife 
Service, C:iscussed the status ,of water fowl in !':ova Scotia, It will be 
recalled that Lr. l:'a;,,ne s~o.:e of the plans of the Wildlife Service, 
immediately aftfir his ap;,ointc,ent, to the ,::embers of the Society, in 1961; 
and he ldndly consented to ;;ive us a progress report now, two years later. 

Ground surve7s l1.ave been mac5.e of 15'0 11.reas in lfova Scotia, to 
study habitat, concent,~.~.tion of "\'iater foul, and breec.ine; populations, 
Attempts have been made to establish breedinc colonies in suitable places; 
for example, 15' young Canada r;ee s e were released z.t ~;:ranza (near Badcl.ec~), 
and more are to be released next year. Artificial colonies of Canada 
Geese are :·elatively easy to est~blish 1 hr. Payne says, but colonies of 
ducks are generally ,rJore difficult. Five hundred i.allards were released 
this year, but no su·ccessful colony has been established·. 

Several more sanctuaries have been set up; ano. a thorough 
study made of a 6,000 ncre iiJarsh, iJ.ssiquash 1 Cumberlar:d Co., in reg::rd to 
soil, ws.ter; P..nd wilcUife population c.s another possible larr-;e protected 
breedin6 area. Learly a dozen SJecies of due!: are lmoui: to nest in hova 
;1cotia, the Blaclc Duck being of most ;:;eneri:.l ciistribution. 

l.r. Pnyr.e 's ;irYticular re March is into the life history of the 
"3lack Duck. Num'lers are diminishinf ~ possibly due to the wiciespread use 
of pesticides, flltho:<h there r.::cy be otlle:: "limitin:; f.,.ctors 11 concerned. 
In 1963, 703 duclcs were Jandec. in spite of the c.ifficulties involved (ice 
and tides), most of these cucks being :Slac:c Duelm, In this connection, 
i',r. Fn.yne faentioned that the J:'irst c:uc!: banded in ;,:ova Scotia, an 
_i=a~ure Blac!c Duck, was ne2,r Kentville 1 in June, 1913, by our Past
President, Dr, Harrison F. Lewis. 

The officers of the !,ova Scotia Bird .Society for the year 
196.3-1961, are as follows. 

Preside,.·;; 

Vice-Presids:nt 

- Dr. Lloyd ;3. hacpherson, 

- hrs. Victor Candoza. 

Secretc.ry-Trensurer - 1.iss Sylvia Fi.,llerton. 

~ditor 

~,ecuti ve l.embers 

- i.:•s, ,T. W. Dobson. 

- hr. Jacl~ Brayley. J.l,. C ,. R •. K, Allen 
Mr. W, J, Mills 

Honorary Solicitor - ic:r. R, A, K?.nigsberz, Q.C. 

Audi tor - .,_r. F. A. Lm1.e. 

1 
' 
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Pl.~ns fo·r s:iciety f'ield tri_;,s during the summer 1net \Ti th 
varying de~.rees of success. r.rs. Fred I,e1:ney m:-ites; 

"On' August 17th, thirteen members of the ~:ove. Scotia :9ird 
Society met at the ecl.r;e of i:i.ctou to,:n for the cn.:,1;1-7'.l field d:;-.y, the tour 
to be conducted by D;~. I. "l, r,,.c;iherson, The firs-c stop we.s on the _ 
r,rounds of .:?:lctou Loclr'.e, •.:here there ;ns :::. ~-:io~ concentration of biro.s, 
includin;', wll.rblers, flyc,:';cb.ers, rn.,thatches r.nr. s:nrro,:s. C:1.;,e he.y 
i10.rble:·s I i:.nC: Jr.y-bree.stei::. v,.rblers, n ;tr:::c'.·.ed thE ;:iost r:.ttention, There 
W1'S r..l:ple o;Jportuni t:r for observ::.tion, uhich was fortu·12..te, as most of 
the warblers were Li:,;;ature or in f~.11 plui:.:2..,:e, 

t:ext sto·., ,rr.s ,:; Cc.ri~ou Isl::.nt to observe mi~r::.tin,: shore 
bii·c.s, er,c: other iicter birc,s. ::\e':e the ;'\onr,p2.rte I s c:ulls attre.cted most 
interest. ~li. te ::-. floe:~ of the.· we::e feedin,: close inshore. 

Af·i;er lunch on.the ber.ch, the r.1e,11bers motored inland to 
Calder's L::.l:e, Four' pilirs of ::~in: -nec:;:ec Duc'.-cs were raising broods, of 
eight to eleven ducklinz;s e::ch, on this 12.ke. T•.io flotillas, parent 2.nd 
youns, sdled past in r;ood view, 

Then on to G,:-r.,rr~ 1 s }.:-.'-:e ,1here Pied-billed Grebes were breeding 
this year, but wel'e not in vieu thr:c afternoon, 

:!'he dc.:1 wc.s vc.-,· .. r.:1d su:-::;y ::no. r;reatl;v en,joyed by o.11, ou.J! only 
regret beinr; thut there \re:.:e 11ot L;or-e ·of us present. Over 60 species of 
birds were counted, 11 

l.r, and t·,rs. 1-.en:.,ey enterteined the r:rou;:i at the end of the 
trip, with coffee ::.nd re:r.1•esh1:1e:,ts, on the lu;m, ·;ivim:: us a pleasc.n-c 
opportunity to relax :,.nd comi,a:re notes before 9roceec.inp ho ... eun.rd, 

i:,r, J, 13, ·rer;:an hn.s :-. C:ifferent story: 
11Unfort;1r:.ately th~-t t:i:'i 1, to Isle lfaute did not come off, jl'e 

made two attempts, First time we arrived at the i.orden vharf r,t 7.00 n.m. 
Too dirty to make the crossin;;:, so we uccepted D:•, Hurlow 1 s invi tat.ion to 
have our lunches in his summer place ..... just north of Bridgetown on the 
D;;y shore. We had everyth1n£ but snow o.nd this on the 10th of JUhe. 

Second trin ,::-.s a month later, Sr.me old story, Too rough. We 
went to o. place cc.lled the :Sl::-.c2{ Role ::.nd had lunch on the shore. 

:.l:n.ch time so,.te twelve interested members olc.rL"!ed to ma.!te the 
trip. I have a feeling thc.t the Cn.ptain sus,.ected that·we were not all 
housebroke and thc.t r.s o. result he \1ould be unwillin? to 11?.lte the trip 
except under the mos·~ favourable circumstances. 

It was my intention to ma!:e :mother stn.rt in A1.1r.ust., •• ,with a 
sr~l pnrty. \le \·roulc. spend the ni!,ht r.nd, if -~he wind w:-:.s r.gainst us, 
spend another nir:ht. '.i'h,:t is the •,:-~,v to Dl.~'~ such G.. tri_;l, However, so 
~'?.nY small mo.tters !;:ept po ,9in·1 u;i that; :C hc:d to postpone everything until 
early in l9Sl,. You will be hc;,.rinG· from me ::.snin! l ! 11 

, i·.embers :i.n the lfrlif::t:: are.; \!ere i:.ble to ci:.rrr 01!t ulnns for a 
Shore Trip in the L:i.wrencetow:.-Chezzetcoolt are::. on September 28th. ·J:he.
C:ny wi:.s showery and the wind:· rr.:.w but visibili t,, \,r.s ,.,ood end birds ,rere 
plentiful, The .fe::i.ture of the c.r:,y ,;n.s the no~·r Goose at Cole Rnrbour, 
which was in the ir.idst of c. floe'.; of 3lv.ck c.~s, ,nere it stood out 
sharpely ru:iong the d.).rl:er 'oirc:s. Of speci::-.1 interest too were three 
t.ourning Doves, twenty Cou:.;.,on 3nipe :ln one field r.nc. ::i big Gunnet, diving 
offshore. Sixty-ei;ht species i11. :ell wEre ider.tii'ied, and twenty;."four 
members were present: 

(' 
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Fro,:I :.rs. Vi.ctor c~.rdoz:c. '.:E: hs.ve rE:cdvr.c'. the followine nccount: 

11 5e9ten1ber 15/63. '.hr~,. dr.;v-: no.,:i~1d. Temp: in 70'.s• Left 
Die-by 8 ° ti for :•lest.)ort. :~rier .[sh.nc;. Di.r;by Co. - t.1ss Loi.use D,'.:.ley, 
Li~s Edith Lynch, i.r: <!,: 1-i'.'S. Victor Cardoz2., ,.iss Elizab~tl; Cr.rdoza, 
Lr. w • .".rthur Crowe an.cl. i.r. Gcorre C.J.rdoz.:,. too!,; ,,art. Bi.1•as were siaen; 
20 Flic!~ers, 30 3.obins, 25 :9;,.rn 3w2.ll01·1s, 3 ,~::.stern Kl.:1gbirds, 58 S~nr
J.ings 1 10 G,0 e::,,tGr Y.r.J.1.0,1 Lr..0 s 1 14-5 Crous, l ; .• Lyrtle -ilc..rbler, 25 Pine 
Sislcin.s, lt Coo,JCrs ;.;~,.1:~s, 1 .• ;;::h:; ThN:c..te~. Rm::r:.ir.p; Bi.rd, lOO Ym.u_ig 
Gulls, 1275 Rerrinc; CuJ.ls, 102 G·:ec.t ::lac,: ,'l:;.c"ec. C:u11s, l } •• :BP.ltimore 
Oriole, 1 Sp::.rrow H:n1k, J. , • i.c.::cww kT'.:, 15 l'.ourni.ng Doves, 2 Common 
Tern, 27 Red '.l.'2.i.l Ifo.w,rn, 2 :.::me; :.,~:;.rrous, 2 Double Cre st1;;d Cormorants, 
6 CormorP..r.ts 1 3 .:,,wr:.nn::h .',y n:-o,-rs, J. c.,r.2.~, .. J:,.y, 16 __ :Hue ,fa.ys, l T.J~t!e 
lfarbler, 20 Jv.nco, 2 Chic'~,'.:.dees, 1 :.. Golufinch, l ,1hi te Bre2.sted Lut
h~tch, l Rsd-brel':.stec. i:utho.tch., l '.Hclcl, & '.:lhite Wr:.rbler, l Y.rallo,1 Wn.rbler, 
l Vesper s,:n.rrow, l ilhi te-Crownec 3Ge.rrow, 80 Tree Swe.llows, 2 L. k.llurc. 
Ducl-1:s, 2 Blue ilerons_, ?. W;llson. 1 r, PetJ:"els. 11 

os·.ney nests ,:;c.·ce c"C')ortcd in iI::.lifl);: ::nd Pictou counties, 
Co.,,tuin ifolc.wi:.y found one on Cr:r1.h,rn :Csl:md, iictou County, which has been 
used for five ye~.rs, :c!ld v.-.,; 11sec. thJ.~ ye.:c.r, the bi.rCs ridn-?; first s_e1m 
::i.t the nest on J,n,y 231·(,. 

1'1iss .;;thrcl c·,.•;,thor,0.c s::otteri :::. nest 0;1 the to;J of 2. cleo.c. trc:e 
on,-:;, hill nt }~r..;-::le L~~:e, ~·.:-~;J.tf,:-]~ Count:.7, rJ1d i-..·l~~tcl:eC: it nll c:ny AU'.jUSt 7th. 
One ;;.duJ.t b:i.r(, (Os::irey) ·.1~.s ,;itUnr: on the nest, occnsionl)J.ly moving to a 
limb of the tree. Two other c.dults ,:ere in f.tter:cl.mce nea.rl,y. 

t.r.s. D. r¥Jtllis fo"...:ri~ 0__:i.1 Ospre;.~ r:es t, 1,ri th ru:. .s.dul t bird 
11 si.ttins": i.n ;:s tre,. nt i'orte::-'s L:,.-;e, RDJ.ifc.x County, oehind the N.D. 
r1;;d be?.con lic,hts, o,~ Jul.:: ;:>L:-t!,. 

(Cup'tc.i.n Lnrlo.r.C. \triter. f;:oi: I":~(_i£n H,'7\.rbour, Lunenbur::r. County, 
"Ospreys around here. .~.rR j1,st ns r.ot?... on r.s usu.::.l. Althou,·h I )mow of one 
nest only, there c.rr. scv1;,·:c: 1 )s.S.rs ,1i thin .c. :f.Em rr.iles, 11 ) .. 

Dr. Joscnh.~.ns re,,o:;:ts tuo Osprey n1;;sts on the ; ineville river, 
pnrt way between 1.in.evil.l.e ;:ntl Conrr.d' s braach, o:1e nest on the l1;;ft, on1;; 
on the right, A'bo1.:t the 10th of A11°ust, the younp; birc.s 1;:e1·e ready to 
fly, sor1e alr1;;ac:y flyinc·. Both nests conkined five younr;. 

Concerninc.: -:.:1e brcc:ding ses.son in ge!'.err:.l, Dr. Tony 3rs~dne 
sa.ys the "season was successful i'or the i:;ost .Jart, in mar~ed contrast to 
the miserable breedin;: se2.scm of 196?. 11 • 

Two records of 01articulc.i· in~ere·st co;:,e fro: .. th1;; southern end 
of the province; ,. 
G.IBA'LC.:WST.iD FLYCA:TCi:Ll.'1: June 18; nest found at hHton, ~ueens Co,; 

reportea. by J. Roy Gordon. He says; The nest \ff,S in CJ1 old 
anile tree. the hole \JD.s too der.p ·to ex.~_IT!ine contr.nts, It.
wr,s · o.t :i. lo\! cJ.ev~.t·r.cm. On June 30 the nair 11ere teeC:im: their 
youn"• _clirc,s we; .e very shy nt fei.;d.i.n;: times rnd c;uickly···dis
;,,,-,.:ieRrec. when ;,,,,,procchec., _r.~.ther than rei:'.8.inin::; to scold. The 
yot:.nr; fli:a,1 on or r.bout July 2. On Ji.me 30, uhile watchins; the 
nest, r. second n2.J e 2.ner:.i:-ec. on the scene and fought the 
ori;tnc.l :;ir(... T"c1c;y ,.;(.;re seen to clinch and fnll to the ground. 
Fir.ally, o;~c c'.1.as0r'. the other m1·w. 'I'his is the first g._gj;_qiu. 
nest of the S'J€0ies -~ec:orc:ec: :'."o:c the ·province and cons·citutes 
-:E:S'e""s~cond ':)-re~,:in~. recorc ..• 

Contributed by J.'t'. ?.. W. ·rufts. 

-----------------------
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~~-~aster:;1. Phoebe,. :..~--;t'il J.5t~h-, s~0-rteC. buildj.J_1--· ;-:cs·:: in 9.~rtly scree:c.ec! 
;)orch of' su.-.:,;r.T :1.~;-·.e (X>i:-- :1uth Cour,;.,ty) ot l~r. end 1·.rs. c. :-i .. 
per1.n. >1e.(::c~n to le.":/ €~ _ ... '..S .~x·::n;.:-lc"': 1,;0.y J.s·~. A-~·.n.t~, on June 15th, 
"I- (V - c ''e'°C fou-·c .·" ·-1,e ···es+ r,hc 0 e 'ptc1•ec1. Jul" 21st 'Phe ,:• ";' _'"\.,:· ':,c .--r-~.' +·'J:.;,. -~·,~.-- .. ,~.~, ~· +..,_;_ -~ ,. .. ,'' ~ 8:.:h· ~ d ~:r.,: C!_;_.,l•• 
.;OUn[, .,,l.rC.., le • ., .hE: "e,_i; .-.-<,USw 7t., ... na " ,.n .. e~e ~i.l-
£trOt.:.t~d. .;he !""'~r~~'Z-'.':. />\'~~.--·.:i.st ?6-.:.h, .;_;E nest \'!rtS built of moss, 
c:lose 't:..r::.C~c~: the )~l"'C.:~. cci.li:1.s-. ~-~· 11 12 C::'<,s \!ErG: ·1,.1hite and :'..bout 
3/l:~ of nn inch l:n1.;, ·i1~.c bi::c":s 1,,·cre ui:dE:: co1:stant observc.tion 
1Jy the T,; .. :,J.ly ;11. 2u: . .:.,2r, ,·:h:, : .. 1s': ::.onsicl.er:-:,tsly vacated th., 
d.in~.nr." :~orch :..!nt1l 0.:{tcr :.!..~:-ust -3th. !',I'S. l.)e.::n hn.s vritten 
that ,~he field ri;r:.r'~s of the nc:1:J.ts 1.:crc 11 :-~s tcscribec1 by l:~r. 
Tufts r::x, • r. 1-':lU['.h. l:Cc ,.·,,,J.e ~i.:rC: 1.1:,_3 c1crhr:.:is 1/2 to 1 'nch 
10:1.c:er the:·,, the fe":t:..1.e (.,;:,le :,.:,ou:: 7 :nches). The b.'.l.b;r birds 
hr:.ci ·,~. su~c'cp,·~,::m of n;~ evc-rin· but thel'e ,:.'ls none C:iscernible 
on the n(!Ult bir(..s, .· .. no. the first char2.ct1;ristic we noticcc 
that ;;.m:e us ,,u .te sm·e; the,·· \:Gn, f''1.oebs2s 1;r:1.~ the peculiar side 
t._rn.ys ri:ot~on of their t.::.il!? 1 2s vell s.s u.;;J ,:1~0.. <101.m. 11 

A thirc:. .·ce:-tl contributi.c"' to our rzcorC:s r:o:::es fron i·.r. ,Jolu, D. 
Orlando, of Brid;;e::ow:1; 

-~'O.urin~ ithe su.:.- -~~- r. ·?~i:' 1 ~f~ :-~;~d,;'.;~ ~~;:ste~. in_.t~~ va~~j~t 
-,.illyaIQ Of the -..CkS v·:J ..... .cD/ __ , _, .. 1C.6c.tow, .. 1 tk,VE "''·· 
r..?cellent picture ::Jf tllc '~c:::·i; ,:hi,.h shovs one of the birds 
in the ·:-e:t:.r r.ltho'1,::1 not ~o:i ,,L:!.nly .0 .:·.c. 01ossibl;: this is 
the only ... ildCC;?' ~'lCS .. t::..-:·.:. :-:.:.c ';)GE..D. ;_:/:.;)"l;Q:-~1.--:: ... >zc: :Ln. ~.:')VD.. 

Scoti~ .• 

The birds 5uc~z2~f~J:.v ·::cstEC t'.1is 7G~~ e~d ~n -~tercsted 
:iersor; · .. ho J.ivc;; :-:G.:::· th:' '.11:r,:·,:r, :;·;.: the :t:ic,:(: ',"lnch too:, 
off to the sv:s.: .. :, ~,·;i ci1 ·::he )o.:rc:~-~-,: ·:.t.~nic(:i::.tcl/ 2.ftcr :1c. tchil''J.f;. 11 

C,0 • ;t:1:i,;. -~. i. '.:' .. -o::lcc::ic. s .. :C.:.s r.s ~he -:·0110,:i.10· ade:.i tionnl infor
rnation ab,:,ut -~he ~li.l ?.ct; 

"In r::1 ;,,,t;; cc: -:;he .!'.1.let ir, the 11).e-:sletter" of June 
1963 l: stc2tcc. that ir: "'.:hG n-~1- )2.:'t of ·chis crntt~ry this 
species had C1.se;)e~re~ snti~ely :roD our are2. Dr. Hnrrison 
F Lenis h~s · ~irte;;c ou·>- ···, 0 ·.- ·:1t[,our·h yc·,··i-"US ornitholo··ic~l 
p~bli;ati~;s ,~;v~· contrib;_;,: :t~ this i,:\re:;~ion,-·the i/illet" 
in fact continuec. to h-cec<~ '.,: s1:1.0:.l nunb.:rB in s01..cth-ve:stern 
i:ova Scotia, eve::. ·.:hen it hsc. c€:::.sce:. to c.o so on the north
eastern coast of ~he U.S.~. 

D-:r. r.e1.-.ris ·.r.::.b·; ·~shcC. :?. nott in ·Che 11 :tL::: 11 in 1920 st2.ting 
that he had psrson:J.lly :;bscrved \fillets or. the C:'.sJo::;ue ~1iver, 
Ynrmouth County, since 19.1.1, dthou:::h 1.t \/i13 no·i; until 1920 
that hG first di$cov€red ::. ,·,c3t. 

In his 11 ,.ife :'isto:-iGs of i.orth }.,. .. e:ric,:::-. Jhore 3irc.s", 
. A.C. Bent su;:-:,ests that t'.1.e '.'ill.: cs f:'011, our province mir;rat1; 
in the: fall :iy sea 61.cectl~' -~o .he .,est Indies. :.«c!: of any 
such hir0 0:1 the ,;e',l .,:;;y;le.nci v,,6. r:cv Js:,sey coasts r,11:,.y have 
led the various authori -ties to overlool: the smell colonies 
which contim:.ec~ to :ireed in ;-;cvo. 2cotie. - an area uhich in 
~hose C:c.ys ·,1,1s .fJro::.:.bly consid12rcd c.s ":.)cin:~ in the very Far 
li.orth!" 

. ' "' 

l 
; i 

I 
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Dorothy s. Willis 
11:·.irv~na II 
L :". 3-Fn.thom !-Ibr .. 

Au:::;ust 20th, 1963, 

Our grateful thanlcs to Lrs. 'dillis. 

l':ovember..1.. 15}6.3. 

:C1ird Watchin;: LP.de ....;,o.sy. On the a.fternoor. of September 3rd, 
~rs. Barbara Christie of R~ltfa:: had occasion to visit her garage to 
inspect furniture she haC:: been ;:minting that r:'.lrning ruic. ,1as somewhat 
astonished to discover e. Great :nue ::~eron stanc"cin1; in the shndows e.t the 
back of the garage. Aftc,r some ::1oments of r~utual contem;iJ.ation, r.rs. 
Christie bethought herself of othel"S, ru1c1 :;enerousl;' shared her discovery 
,:1th interssted friends and nei;:·,bors, netted the huge bird, and carried 
it to tbs shore, there rele::1.si1,r: it. 

On July 13th, Dr. :,. \I, Cur.ninc;ham of :.'-edford ·,;as disturbed 
by unusually noisy Blue.jsys. ;J;;on investir;;ation, he: fo=C: a number of 

jays busy demolishing a lar:;e 110.s}'s nest. Tl1ey svidently were not 
interested in the material of the nest 2.nd to;.'e it apart i?.vidly, but 
whether in search of larvae, or sirn;:l:.' for mischie i' or reven~e, Dr. 
Cunnine,hani could not d€cide. Lo rc6u1t insects \Kre around. 

. - •_; 

t.r. C. C . .Atkinson, L.nna;iolis Royal, and i.rs •. ~tkinson, observed 
an albino Tree Swallow with a floc!t of other swallows on Auc;ust 21+th at 
Parker's Cove, ·.Annapolis County. '.:.'he blrd was ;mre white above, crearcw 
white on the ungerside, but had the characteristic 11 fishtail 11 and other 
n;arks of the :::ree Swdlow, lncludin:-; ty9ical flight pattern, 
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Partial albinism amon~ birds is more co11JL1on than the above, 
On November 2, in Hllnts County, hr. C,::l.:,:. Allen sawj amone a flock of 
two to three hundre6. Grackles, one whose tail ',ms ;;ure white, e.xcept for 
the central feathers, which were of normal coloration. This type of 

,,artial e.lbi:1ism, white tail Hi th dark cer,tral feathers, has also been 
noted on t,10 occasions 2.mow Starlin?s, i.r •• ~llcn se.ys. 

Two of our com14onest and ::,ost bee.utiful birds, the ElL,e ,iay 2.nd 
the Cedar 1iaxwin;, have bee;: prese,,.t i::: unusual 2.bunG.ance throughout the 
sUJ:112,er Md fall, accm:dins to eeneral re;,ort, ::.nother bird, not at all 
common, the :B::o,m Thrasher, has been noted in um,sually lar6e numbe,·s, 
lv..rs. Lent, of ]ri·er-. IsLuid saw ·sevei'!, all at one time, early in October, 
and has written ",1e have seem C:.ozens this fe.ll. I can't believe that so 
many are stragr;lers. ·,1ould the merr;bers of the Jird Society watch for 
si;;ns of nesting ••• 11 

'.l'wo other birc'.s, the Lal'!; S)arro,.1 c.nd the Dickcissel, real 
rarities, o.re ctttr8.ctin t:t·::ention throur;ho1.lt th12 whole Lari time - North
western United St8.tes l'C?,ion, Occurrinc as sin;:;le birds, or in twos 2.::d 
threes 1 for the most part, the sc birc';s hc.vc bEen '.:i0.ely re;iortec. through
out th:i.s region fro;;: ,:.L,.;:us·c until the ;iri;sent tine. L.r. Aaron 3agc is 
assembling o.ata on the Ln.l'h S ,."e.'ro·,, ;:.nd Diclic issel in r_n attempt to 
analyse the ;.,re;sent si tu.2.ti01:, ":,c. uill p•-1bl:i.s!l his findin:;s in a future 
issue of .~uC:ubor: field l'iotes. · 

Follo\/L~· ic the list of outste.nc.inc :teports of unusual 
sightings this se2.rion, since: ·che li:,,t ;,ublice.tion of the Newsletter; 

Cattle Eeret 

G..11owy l:;p;re t 

l - Oc tobc, 18-2?.. :Jir.e Ha1·bour, Guysborou;h 
County. J. c. Rinc,ley. 

?. - D.::-inr J1J.ly. J;,.2.rsh ne.:;.r Y.:crmouth. 

3 - Octol::u 31. 
.1'!.V.:t:--. i Ct.:.(..• 

L'~rp D.nd :\~rs. Lent. 

Cole Harbour Dyke aftc:r the 
C. :-~. fnyne 

l - 1-iOVCDb<cr 1. ColE Es,rbot\r Di:e. 
C. :l. P:-:vr.e. 

2 - ):CJvo:1bc 6. Cole :'!.c1rbour Dy2,e. Undoubt
cC.J.;:r \:l·,,r: 02.ue: t 1ird.s still .1..1"ound. 

Drs, :·.cCe.rter, hacPherson 
2.nd Eelliener. 

Yellow-crownec. t:i;'.1t H"'ron l (irnr,;,) ,~ugust 22, Le.vrencetown. 
""· C1·athorne. 

Least Bittern 

1 (imm.) ;.u;;ust 31_;, Lawremcetown. 
. Dicks. 

1 July 4-6. C2.oe St.,~Jle o 

. ; .rs, S. Srr,i th. . 
1 - i3e;::itenber S', 3ricr Island. Found in weEk
c::ec'. condi tion 1 di eel, i':ou in the Halif?.Y. 
sNseum. hr. ,md L.rs. Lent, 



.. .. 

Snow Goose 

Europeo.n WiC:.r;eon 

Shoveler 

Gyrfalcon 

Pereerine Falcon 

Virginia R?.11 

Purple Gallinule 

Killdeer 

Golden Plover 

Knot 

Dunlin 
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l - Septe:;;ber 28, Cole !iurbour, :i.lllong n 
floe',. of c"Luc':. 

hc;r.;bel'S of Society Fiele. Dny 

· l ,. Octobci· 6. L:i.wrcncetown L:-tlrn, H.::tlife.x Co, 
Beside an :.::.ericr.n Widgeon, 

W. /:: P. Hemeon. 

1 11~.ir - June 7. i n.i•e:aree Forl<s. A;_Jparently 
the first Cu;:ie Breton rscord • 

.. ·... J" ~rsl:ine. 

l Durinr, Se;,terilber. Brier Island, 
The Lents. 

J. - October 10. Ironbounc. Isle.nd 1 Lunenburg 
County, "Seen e.t ½-0 ya;:-ds, in rn .!11Jlmage, 
1:he a.,;,ie.rent p.2.we;: of its flight we.s impress
ive. Third sig.'ltinp; of the sJecies in my 
lifetime. 11 R. W. Tufts. 

1 - Jul\· 17. Goat Isbnd, Annapolis County. 
Hr.d been shot, ,T. 3, Ternan, 

1 - SeJtember 30. fictou. 
B. Holdway. 

1 - October 3. i;idr:le Ohio, $helburne County. 
IfaC: b<: en 1,illed by a cat. 

t:;·s. ~. lv.k1.cKo.y. 
(From Dr, R. Lewis in the 
Shelburne Coastgunre..) 

l - Sc)teaber 30. Hclifa:: City, Picked up 
nliv,, by :)oli.ce e.t 2. "shop):'.ng centre", taken 
to i',r. Lills. W, J. j:,ills, 

2 :.urust n. Three-Fc:,thom Harbour, Hfx. Co. 
" Dicks. ., . 

1 .. .'.u,:ust 12, Ca11e Sable. Feeding in field. r~rs. s. Sr2ith, 

2 - /.tc!"USt 16. C2.pe S2..bl€., Fe<::ding in field, 
i.·,·s. s. S:-.1i th. 

?. - :.w-:ust 29-31, Seal Island, (See note,) 
L.B. i'.acpherson et r:l, 

1 - October fl. Wallace, Cumberl.:mcl County. 
C,R,K. !ulen. 

8 - July 18, Nei,.z- Wr:llace, Cumberland Co, 
·iuite e2.rly, ;'.. J. Ersl;ine. 

1 - :.uf'ust 25. Port Latour. 
T.F.T, Lorland, 

3 - :.ugust 29-31. Se:,1 Islr.nd. (See note.) 
L.3, ~''-""-cuherson et al. . . 

1 - 1.ur:ust 29-31, SGal Island. (See note,) 
L,:S. hacphei·son et e.1. 



Newsletter 

Stilt Sr,ndpi,,er 

b'.l.rbled God11it 

Ruff 

Parasitic J~e~er 

Gull-billed Tern 

Caspian 'rern 

Black Tern 

,.ourning Dove 

Yellow-billed Cuc!:oo 

Pileated. Woodpec!cer 
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r;__ovemb.er l-.)96:i 

1 .... ~u ust l+, Threc:-F:c.thom lfa.rbour. 
C.R.K. :.Hen. 

l - :.w1;ust :w. Covehu,d i.ntionnl Pc>r:,, Gulf 
.J>o~"£, P.~:.:;. 's'hi.s is r::. first for P.E.I., not 
for our ~ccords, but sootted by one of: our 
n:E[;111C!'S, w. J. i-~ilJ.s., 

]. -~ ... r .. : --; t~::.JJ~:-~:-. 11 just bcf'OJ."'f; L:;.hor D:1.y wi:a:-:-
end". i~ic~1r:.ud 3c,~~ch,. n1-1ystor0:-.~h Cou1;.ty. 

J.,, ~. Findl:::\', . 

J. - •• ucust 21-31, 3ed J sJrnd. (See note.) 
L. :::,. Lacpherson et :i.l. 

l - .,1,rust 31. 
Shelburne Co, 

5 miles off Lockenort, 
T.F.T. L.orlc.nd. 

2 - J,1:i.c•:U St 2, 
note,)' 

L::cwr"ncctoorn, Ifalifa.x Co. (Sec 

1 : L.ugust 29. 
(5ee note.) 

C,J,K, ~llen and 
L. B, ha.cphGrson. 

Cla.r1;c s :-fa.rbour, ShelbtU'UG Co. 
L. 3. hacpherson et P,l. 

1 (i., .. :~.) ·or in ·;intc.r. ;JlUTe.cG, September 8. 
Seu.forth, :1:~li fn;: County. 

c.R,E. l,llcn. 

3 - Sc;:tEmbs:r 28. k·.1.n:·cnc0town, Hfx. Co. 

l - October 7. 
Cou:.:ty. 

1 - Octob0r ll, 

15 - October 15. 

Fie 10. ":J.s..y. 

iJ.cldlc Clyde :\i ver, Shelburne 
,.r:. r.nd l•,rs. D. Robertson 
(C:iaste;u().rd) 

Co.)c G~ble, Shelburne c;ounty. 
i.~s. G, 31!:ith. 

Uestport, Driei· Islend. 
,_rs, v. C2.rdoz2. and party. 

1 - October 14-. Sca:,ri :;ht, :falifox County. 
~-:.· .. ~. Doro. Dird .. 

l - October 21. ::::2.st Lo.urcnceto\m, H2-lif2.x Co. 

l - 1:0vc.dic.>.' 3. 
Dc:--,d. 

C,R.X. :,llcm. 

Portci·',; L:-.kc, iIEtlifo.z Coun ~y 
R. Diets. 

1 - Ju::,E' 30. :..c1etch2:.01 s L.c:ke, Halif2.X Cour:ty, 
t·.r. o.nd L::s. Chisholm, 

l - October 15. Jound '.'till, i;JJl,::.polis Co. 
r.i .. E. Whi tehe8cl. 

1 - October 15-30, Digby (toun). 
l,,rs. Ccrdozr. 2.11d 
,_iss L. Daley. 

l - Octobc,r 16. Sable .'(iver, Shelburn;:: Co. 
D1° •.• c,suis notes th2.t this bird is seldom 
seen in settlEd arco.s, 

~J. :,oba.rt. 
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Red-headed Woodpec!:er 

Western Kingbir<i 

Phoebe 
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J. (ir:::;.) - r-:overioer 1-3. ·Cole H..-.rbour, 
Er..l.:Lf.,.; Co. 1·.~nv ;-.'.embers of thEl 5ociety have 
bee~ ~ut to sec ~his bir(. 

i:·.rs. J. Rose. 

1 - October 12. CajC Sable. 
i .:·s. s. Seil th. 

l - Octoi.ler 14, Cole H..-.rbour urea. 
~. ~?ullcrton and E. J?nscn. 

l - ;.u::ust 29-:U. iJc;-,,l Isl:cmd. 
1.2 .• Lucpherson et al. 

1 - October l+-12 •. Digby. . 
l's:-s. Cr .• ·dozn '·r.nd 
r,iss L. Daley. 

J. - October 9-11. S::,.blc ;q1ver, Shelburne Co. 
l..rs. w. R.oba1•t. 

See :,ilso note on i?hoebc:'s r.est. 

Lonr;-billed l'mrsh Wran 

hockingbird 

Brown Xhrasher 

2 - durinrr October. Brier Island. 
l-.r. n.nd lv~s. Lent. 

2 - ;,uirust 9 nnd after. Brier Island. 
i.r. ~nd i.',rs, Lent. 

1 - ~HhJtembe1· 3. :f-'J.yr:.outh, Yr.rmouth County. 
C .:a.:,. Julen, 

l - October 7. 1icst l.~\,rencetolm, · Ha.Ufa:: Co. 
C.R.K. Julen. 

1 - October 8. Eon Portage Islo.nd, Sheclburne 
County. hrs • E. :u chards on. 

2 - October 12. Shelburne Co. 
Dr. D. X, Donne and 
Dr. 1,3. is,2.cpherson. 

1 - October 13, 11:cv He.rbour, G:.,ysborow:(h Co, 
t.iss ii:. Ci·D.thorne. 

?. - June 1. C::pe Sc\ble, Sh,;lburne County. 
i rs, ;;. :,mith, 

1 - Jime 24. Cti,;c S::blc, Shelburne County. 
!l'S• S. Smith. 

2 - Se;tembcr 25-26. C~pc Sa:ble 1 Shelburne Co 
hrs. s. Smith. 

1 - Sc)tc;.,ber 27. 'Ion Porte.re I::1:,.nd. 
l;rs. E. Jichardson. 

1 - Octobei• 4. :ion Por·~ui:;e Island, 
hrs. l • .Rich~rdson. 

m,:.ny, 7 F'.t on~ time ·· Lute Au::<,ust through 
.2i:-.rly October. R::ier Island. 

t.r. c.nd trs. Lent e.nd family 

.. ----,.----- -~--.-. ~ .. --------



Philadelphia Vir<ao_ 

Yellow-breasted Cl1at 

Bo.ltimore Oriole 

Dickcissel 
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1 - July 9. North :.sp:r ·11ver, Victorir. Co. 
Onlv 3 ;;1revious records for the ;)rovince. 
KO'.CE: ):". Ers'.cinc s;,.::s 11 1 he.d i:ri excellent 
vie,.: for SE:Vere.l minutes 2.t e. r:mge of 20 feet 
(8X binoculars), 2nd o;Jservcd all the chr.r
.'lcte;ristic field r::~.r'-'s, I had seen the 
species ;1rc;viouslv in Ont::.rio, 11 

:.. J. Erskine, 

3 - during Sec;itembc;.'. 3ricr Islrnd. 
Lr, c.nd krs. Lent. 

l - October 5. Cape S~Jlc. 
Lr s • S • 3mi th. 

J ....• - Jeptembsr 15. WestJort, Digby County. 
i',rs. V, Co.rdoz.1 mid :,:arty, 

1 (imm,) - Se:ptember 28. Round Hill, fil111n-
poli s Co. W. :S, Whitehead, 

10 - October 15-30, Digby, 

J. .• Octo1osr 17, 

hrs. V. Cnrdoz2.. nnd 
!.iss L. D::cley, 

C,.X Snble. 
i,i0 s, S, Smith. 

1 - October 19-20, Halifax. 
Dr·. W. Chute. 

sever:tl - (SeE Sed .[sland note) 

1 - November 4-. Bedford, 
hrs. V. F, Chisholm. 

1 - June 7, Cape Sable, 
hrs. S, Smith. 

2 - Sc~tcmber 11, Sable River, 
Dr. H. L, lewis, 

1 - October 1 !-"tnd after, Brier Island. Have 
been h.:2.rd or seen almost every da),r since 
Cf'.rly frn'.)lst, Lr, and hrs. Lent. 

1 (f. or imm,) - October llr, King's County. 
Picked up dead on the road to Port Williams. 

Lr, W. J, hills, 

2 - (lr.,, lf) October 30, Halifox City. ,~t 
feeder. r,r. and hrs. w. Hemeon. 

1 - NovembcX' 1. Halifax City at feeder, 
Lr. ond hrs. W. Hemeon. 

1 l'/overnbcr 3, Halif2.x City o.t feeder. 
lvlrS, C • ..lwal t. 

5 - August 29-31. (See Seal Island no~te) 

1 .- November 11, County Home, Cole Harbour. 
'1iitl1 t?. flock of sp_~rrows_.. 

,,. J. bills, 

lt 
-2\ 
g, 

, ;z,- , 
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D1ckcissel (cont'd.) 

l'owhee 

Lark Sparrow 

White-crowned Spnrrow 

.. 11 .. 

November~ 

l - I'Jove1Lber 12, H,1li.fnx City, 
Dr, J, B. Hardie. 

lh - June- 13. 
i',aron Ba;;~. 

Shelburne. Remorted to Mr 
hr. Pnul A. ·Buckley. • 

several - during September, Brier Island. 
i:-1r. o.nd isirs. Lent, 

l October 5. Cape S~ble, 
hrs, S, Smith. 

l - October 7, Hf.'.lifa:i:, 
1',rs. ,~wnlt, 

1 - October 21-23, Bedford, 
i-,r s. !.. hacDougall, 

1 - October 26-27, Northeast Lake, Guys-
borour:h Co. Dr. L. B, Lacpherson, 

1 - October 17-19. Ifolifax. 
Dr. 11. Chute, 

2 - mid-,Tul~r. Ne:c.r y,,_rmouth, 
i.r, r>.nd hrs, Lent, 

2 - ('3ee Se:i.l Isl:i.nd note,) 

l - .-.ugust 17-18. Bon Portage Islr.nd, 
hrs, E. Richnrdson, 

3 - Septe:;1ber 2, Brier Isl:>.nd, 
Lr • .'.'.nd Hrs. Lent, 

l ·· September 15. Hestport. 
i-.rs, C11.rdoza. and party, 

1 October 8-9, Cape Sable. 
1-·,rs, S, Smith, 

When sending in sight records of rarities ; thc.t is 7 records 
unsupported by~ study skin or adecuate picture, contributors ~re 
requested to include as much information as possible regarding field 
lll!lrks of the bird observed, sonr. or call notes, if MY, points of 
distinction from closely relnted SlJecies, r.:.:,proximate distance from 
observer power of binocular or telescope-used, time and place of obser
vation, iength of time of observation, weather and visibility t>.t the time, 
behaviour of the bird, etc. ,-. i•r.rity in Novrt Scotia can be considered 
to be My bird recorded rts such in Robie Tufts "Birds of Nova Scotia." 
Followinz is o.ri article by i-.r. c. R, K • ..'.llen, which is an example of 
correct reporting of such an occurrence. 

·t--~--------- -- -, -- --~:1··~---1---~-

" Z!· 

I 
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J. SIGHT a.ECO.RD Oi;i' G{ILL-DILLZD 'IGRH3 It 1,;ov: .. , SCOTIJ .. 

By C.R,K. lllen. 

On i,Uf,Ust 2nd, 1963, Di., L, B •• -.~.c·oherson nnd the writer 
observed two eull-billed tEri;s (Gr:;.ochelidon nilogica) at West Lnwrence
to,m Beo.ch 1 H.,lif1:x County; ... s, 

The birds wex·e r1; s tinp en ,:. ~:::md-bar in 2. 1 di verticulum' of the 
Li:.wrencetov:n Rive:- sui•ro1mdeci by .;C:lt m::,rsh :md behind the beach :;iroper, 

:.retie nnC: Co1-1Lo::, 1'~ ,ns 1 1Joth adult 2.nd imm". ture, were nresent 
on the snme bar, 2.nd provic12d- 0 n e,,cellent ch:·nce for comparison, ' 

The birds were stuo.ie( for o.bout cm hour c.t a distance of 
i.'-PJ?roximectely 150 yc,:cc,c ·~hrough 20X :-:.nd 40X telescopes D.nd the following 
points noted: . . 

(c.) soraewhnt ere:-ckr lGn;:th ::.nc:. stouter build then -~retie or 
Conrraon Terns; 

(b) entirely black bG!c.l,, slightly shorter and stouter proportion
o.tely th::n those of the commoner speciesi 

(c) le r;s c.nd feet. bl,ck, .,nc1 le ,.s c.)pc.rently somewhat longer, o.s 
these two birds stooc1 l1i::;hcr thc.n the :.reties '.'.nd Corilmons, 

(d) when flushE'd the tnil 0 ._,pec.rE'd fnn-sh.::ped or, in some positions, 
notched, 

(e) when on th6 ,dnf, these two birds joined the adults of the 
other spcciss in "r,obbin:::" the observers, end during the 
;Jroccss ut·~ered c. c.'.11 c.uite unL,ke thnt of Common, !.retie 
or Roce:--.ts ':Cerr,s - c. thl'(,c-s:111 ,ble 11 ,,:ek-kel{-kek" - rather 
sh~r:J r..nd pj_srcir<·- -~:.nd ~;omE\':hr.t n-""..s~.l in c:'.uc:.li ty; 

.(f) the up;ier ·,!in;: su,•fr.cG ·,ncl. bnc:, ucre d,finitely pr:ler tho.n 
the plmc~.rc of t'.1e other t1ro s9eciEs; 

(f.) when feeding, the ::d.ult bird beh0.vGd in the mnnner described 
for Gull··billGr:; T12rr1s by ?our,;h, fl yin;; low over the wr.ter :md 
D.[.)pC1.rentb1 ~1icl,in;. ,;ocK'"chinc; free the surf,,ce or ,just below. 

:.t first r.n honest r,ttcr,nt ur.s mrcde to identify these two birds 
r.s Roseate :I'erms, but this f::ilc6 bccccusG of the shn,;ie of the tnil, size, 
color of the feet o.nd 1,, f;S, 0.nd the voice. 

The olun,nrG v1:1s ic~c.,itic'.'.l in both birecs exce,Jt for their cc.9s, 
in one this W,'.'.s·uni:'ormly bl-:·.cl,, 1:mt L1 ths other it present~d c. s~ippled 
o.ope::-.ro.nce c.s in the \Jin::cr plumc;,c of the Cns)fr.n Tern. Tins lr.t·cer 
bird also showed juvenile ch,'.'..r,-,ctcristics in its beh<1viour 1 m.::2dnr, ber.ging 
motions with upr[l.iscd winps c.ml occn be::..!, r.s ; t f,C~lowe~. thG :;.dult o.bout 
over the snnd. further1~0.rc, it too'., no pc.rt in tn~ feeaing fornys of the 
c.dult bird but rern::ined on the s:::nd-) 0 T until flushed. 

Three other n•embGrs of the r. s. Bird S.ociety observed these 
terns later on the so.mG d'VT .c.nc1 confiri;1u\ ·chc ic,cntific::-.tion, 

This seems to be the fi.rst sicht l'Gcord of Gull-billed Terns 
for Novo. Seoti2.; ::nd the only oth2r record for C::.nnd:,, th,,t could be ,found 
wc.s in hc.coun' s C::ct:-.lo;:uc of c~.n~·.di.'.'.n Jirc.s, This record wts of o. bird 
shot at Gr2.nd hc.no.n, Ii. 3. in Lu;;uot~ 189?. 
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Notes on distribution c.nd mir;r::ction of tovn Scotic. birc:cs: 

'!he se.r.sons ho.ve been out of ste,J with the co.lendr.r in 1963; 
1,inter extendin,:; into sprinr;, :c.nd sunmer into f.~.11, The birds i however, 
c.ppec.r to h'.'.V€ stuck to the cr.lcndr.r, ~s.fr.r c.s ~ecor~s received 
indicr.te; c.rriv::-.1 :encl dcpr.rture ck.tes being in line u1th other yer.rs. 
F::,.ll stragglers mr.v be str.yinR lon~cr th::n usur.1 1 r.s reports are still 
coming in of sw~.llows .::.nd u~.rblers, c-:-.tbirds, flyc.r.tchers 1 :i.nd humming
birds I r.11 of which should h'.'.VE been ,:,:one o. month or so ::,.go. 

C.'.'.nndt. GEESE, '.'. floe:{ of 10 1 rc-::-.90€0.red in tho Jl!orthumberlr.nd 
Strc.it c.reo.~m'oe'r""1l+th; ~ 1 ::. flock of 9, on ScptEmbe:r 10th. 

rwo Old Sc:u::w str'!.grc;lers were noted during the summer, in 
1.ugust, one -:.t Tnree--lc.tho:,: F..c.rbour, om, :ct Hubb::rds :'3e:o.ch, F..~.lif'.'.X Co, 

Two fem-:.],e H~.rlc,uin Ducks ,112re seen m:-:-.r Pictou September 22nd, 
:--.lso four ~i te-win"ied :>.nd r;: SurTTc'otcrs Septrnber 14th :-.nd 16th 
respective y. 

:. flock of 130 Co::~on Eiders '.'.t,pi;r.red nt Little Bc-.ss River 
July 6th, where no more tho.n ::.t ~- time hnd been seen before. 

~-t::-.ilcd ~ .":.re rc;ported '.'..s very numerous in Digby County 
this fnll, r,,.nd Kestrels numGrous in K~nf,S County, "fc.milies eve:rywhe.:e". 

Both Semi-,r.11,1'.'.t~d 0 .na. Bl 0 .cl,-bellied rlovcf were seen in floc!cs 
of 1_00 to 300 nt Cook 1 s Je:2cE, Y'.'J~mouth County, .. ugus 27th, Six Golden 
fu.y§1: were seen :ct Overton, Y·,rrnout:i County on ;,ugust 23rd, ::.nd 2 ct 
L'ITtie :3."'.SS River, Colchester County or. Se9tembcr 2nd. 

Common Sni'Je were present in unusu 0 .l nurnbErs ".t Cole HC'.rbour 
on September 28th, r.nd "· flock of "- dozen was s-::cn -"'.t Cr.pc Sc.blc 
October 10th, 

J. flock of over 20 filli."tt-~ S'.'..ndpipers vr.s seen o.t Lawrence
town Bench October 28th, ~.nd 9 others in the nc 0 .rby nre.r.. Other observers 
report this species to be somciilirt more common thnn usuC'.l this ye:'.'.r, 
Yellowlcgs nrrived "en m~.ssc 11 , Hc'.'.d of Chezzetcooki July 9th, 

Seven Pcctor-0 1 S:-.ndpipc1·s were seem r.t L".wrenceto,-m i<l:irsh, 
H::ilifox County, i,ugust 31st. 

Dowi tc1).cr.§. ccre 1°cportcd :-,s ~.;_:, 1Je.'.'.ring in the Northumberlc.nd 
Strait :>.reo. stnrting July 7th. i. floe!, of 19 nppc 0 .red '.'.t Eel Brook, 
Y/\rmouth County July 12th. July 13 1 20 werE seen ~.t Cole H:1.rbour. 
Thirty were seen fror,1 :uvc1° John to :..r.lhcrst Point July 17-lB, l\. flock of 
50 July 27th on Eon Port~.gc Isl'tncl, incre~.scd to 250+ by rnid-i,ugust, From 
this d:>.te on till mid-SecptH,lbO', Dowi tchcrs were seen p'!.ssing through o.t 
Brier Isl:md in grc,'!.ter m.mbers tlr.n ever before notGd, 

Three Icolgnd Gulls were SGen ,in the Cole H'.'.rbour-Chczzctcook 
nrec. October 28th. ---

On October 8th, r.t Wc.ll2ce, Cu1,1berl'.J.nd County, '\t least 20 . 
Common or 1,rct'ic Te:rns werec observGd, Those seen c.t close r::inge were 
immatures, show-ing brovm on b:ccl~ i ~tlthoue:;h scverr.l with well-forked to.ils 
were seen c.t :>. distccnce, 

Only thr€c sightinr:;s of '31~.cl:-~ Cuc!wos h::-.ve been 
received, one in 1,ugust ~-t sc~.1 Isl'\nd, two in October 1 om, :-,.t C2.p~ Sable 
rmd the other c.t Lockcport. 

---,----.-------·· .. -··· •···· ·····-·· 
t"--~--~--
l 
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On August 23rcl, flycatchers, both .K.k2£Pir6.s_ and )"£pid?max, 
observed to be congregating i:J. r. muber of aree.s about ~he province 1 

a small groug (6) of flyc1otchas was still present in Digby to,m 
October 15-2oth. 

were 
but 

Up until i'iovei.,:ier 6, a :few J'ree ~-Qli§. were still present in 
Shelburne and Digby Counties, Two il!1.Ul. Swall..Q:d]. Here seen on Septet1ber 
24th in Shelburne County. 

Red-brer.sted t,',;.thatches were observed i'locldng in the Annapolis 
Valley August23rc~.; began to arrive i.n unusue.l nursbers on Cape Sable 
September 25th,, am: a suall floe!,: (12) was obs€rved Octooer 13th. at 
Petite Riviere, Lunenburg County. 

- were seen 

to 6th. 

Water .u1:21ts ;Jegan arriving at Cape··sable''"August 15th, and 50 
at LawrencEtO\m Lake, Halifax County, October 6th. 

Four Ccdaj;: }i,1'.ds}vings ue:r-e ·present in Digby (to}·~)_. November 2nd. 

Late datGs for Warblers: Black and Whit€..,. October 12th; 
f.§.ruJd!, September 15th; :§.lack-fi~....ll.\l Bl\\..~., Septeiiiber 29thi hyrtlll. 
Wnrbler§. ·were moving in 12.:cl;e numbcrc through the Dartmouth - to -
Chezzetcook area on August 4-th.; \JEl"G noted to be still present at Ce.pe 
Sable and increasir,g in number s.round Wolfville October 10th.; were ... 
reported as still present in Iklifax and Annapolis Counties October 1L,th.; 
quite numerous at Sc&bright, Halif2.x County, on that date. ):)lack-throated 
~ Warbler, Oc-t0lJer 9th;· "'ill.111, October 8th :md li+th; and ,_Yellowthroat 
October 11th. S)_iJ.f;,£..:i.c,can 1\§S&.t.s:1.rJ;_§. I1n·e noted to be very scarce passing the 
Lighthouse at Brier lslanc, this falL 

A late date for a )3..Q)_:i.9].J.,n;,;. is September 24th. at Sable River. 

i-,eadowlar::s havio bsen seen since Septer,1ber 15th, when one was 
reported on Brier Islanec. Subsequently one was seen at Sable River on 
October 15th., one at Cape Sable on October 17th,, and 2 in the Cole 
Harbour - Che zzetcook area 0:1 October 2L<th. 

A Ruru Blac,:bird i;as seen on Cape Sable October Sth and 9th,, 
and 8 of these birds in the Cole Har•Jour area October 14th. 

A floe:: of 100 Common G1:acklEs w2.s seen August 29th in Dart
mouth, and flocLs of scver2.l hundreds in Hants County up to November 2nd. 

A pa~r o~ ,Evenil1£ GroslJ§§u,~~ (wale :11:1c: female) was observed at 
Rockingha.;1;, Halifax County, on July oth. Evening Grosbeaks have appeared 
much earlier than last ycri.r in 8helb,1r11e County, 6 were seen October 9th. 
and 12 on October lOt:1. On October 13th,, a floe!{ of 50 arrived in 
Bedforc:, and is still t'.1cre. October ll,th., one bird was seen at Cole 
Earbour and a sizablE floe:: in Colcl1ests:r County. October 15th. a floclc 
arrived in Digby, a fe\'/ of '.Ihicll a1°e still there. 

, At Cape Sable, Q.Q..l0.J.n.<;;JL'?.§. vere reportec, t·o be passing through 
in 10 1 s anu 20's fro;r, Octob1c1· 10th. to 20th. Goldfinchcs also were 
present as a "large floclc" in 3aab1•ight, Halifax County, on October 13th. 

Fox &!.!2_arrous have been reported since October 5th. (at Digby) 
and were present in large nm:liJers in H2.lifa:x County October 20th, 
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Contributors to the foregoing list of observations are as 
follows: Captain E. Hold.way, C,fi.X. Allen, Joan_Hudson, Dr: L.B •.• 
Hacpherson, hrs. V. Cardoza, i-iiss Louise Daley, nr., i,.!, ?• hills, D,: A,J. 
Erskine, Nr. J. s. Erskine, i.rs. s. Smith, hrs •. D. rlll~~s, hr. R. Dicks, 
hr. and Mrs. w, Lent, hrs. E, nichardson, Dr. H. F, Lewis (himself and as 
quoted in the Shelburne Coastguard), Dr. B, K. Dof_ne, P. R; Dobson, 
r1,iss s. Fullerton, Ernest Janson, C?-ptain T.F.T, r-,~rle.nd, l'lr. Gord'?n 
Larkin, i''ir, and Hrs. Ward He;:ieon, J·1iss ~rances,,Coo:,, l'lrs. Alice Chisholm, 
hr, W. E. Whitehead, i,i'S, Dor2c Birc,, ana r,iss .ii.thel Crathorne. 

At the first Annual heeting of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
in his Presidential Beport, hr. H. \-1, Tufts said that the basic purpose 
for which the Society was formed was to increase our general knowledge of 
bird life in the Province. He said, "This we hopeo. to accomplish through 
the medium of an ever-expanding mer~bership, made up of more or less . 
active, reliable and observant bird students. Ta'.:ing for granted their 
willingness to co-operate, we realized that their respective observational 
records could thus be made avail2.blE to e.11 1 instead of soon being for
gotten or lost, as has happened. too often in past years. 11 

The Edi tor and Cammi ttee, on behalf of the whole i'iembership of 
the Society, wish to thank the above contributors, as well as many _9.thers, 
not quoted, whose observ2.tions have, ho11ever, been put on record for 
future reference. 

PLAN NOW FOR TIL~ CiLlLS ~'il.AS COUl'f'l'. 

SEAL ISL!,I-:D, 29-31 August 1963 

By Lloyd B, r-;acpherson. 

Lying as far south and just about as far west as you can travel 
and still be in Nova Scotia, Seal Island has an unparallelled fascination 
for those interested in islands, unusual plants, shipwrecks and espec

,i~lly birds, Oceanic birds, seabirds, shore birds to be sure, but many 
will not realize the profusion of land birds that manage to find their 
way to this small, isolated bit of land, particularly at migration time, 

Seal Island is two miles long ahd nearly a mile wide in one 
place and is for the pos'~ part covEred in <'tense but stunted spruce woods, 
It is divided into north and south parts by a large bracl,ish pond which 
has considerable savannah around it, The island has a pebble beach on the 
west and a number of fine sandy beaches on the eastern shore, A few 
smaller ponds, some boggy places and a. considerable amount of bushy 11 <;,dge" 
complete the quite varied habi t8.ts to be found. 

A powerful light, fog whistle and radio direction finding 
s~ation is manned every hour of the year by three hospitable lteepers who 
live there with their families, The premier inhabitant is Ers. Hamilton, 
owner and descendant of O\mers of the isla.nd, \,ho has lived there all her 
lifs, Her hos pi tali ty during our visit \·1111 always be remeubered. 
Formerly more familiGs live( thcr2, as evidenced by a dozen or so houses 
and a still well-lccpt church. Smr.c of the housss are now used during the 
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c~·son •hen •bout ten beets may be based there, iilch t 
winter lobstering w-~ ,_,:j:c; Jo·i·r co~ld be recorded but it i,s rel_eva_n 
more fascinat1ng d"sc1•iption , - · -:c - , t t 
only to adc, that t~-ci'C "'1:'c ~ori1'.;: 32C feral ::ihoeo 011 tne island 1 tna· l 1s 
necessary for ;;he .o1;; wlnsb.c ,,c ,_ o.1er~t2d ":bout 60% of the time and 
tha·t lano.ing on the 131 2 .1c, 1s usually po~sibl, _ only by clory at either of 
two inclined ra,.1ys 1 be th cc_c:ti 11p0d ,;i th ::o· '(.l' 11u,che s, 

The wee.the1° at the tii.;;, of cmr vicit 'K•C :;ir·obably not un~ypical. 
For ths two hour tri:c therrc (\Is 1.2.nc>ce'. :.t noon) a1;c.. th2,t _afternoon it wa.s 
rnoclerately su!lny witf:. fa~r visibi1it:,. ·rh:...s 'U::.3. s.r~J..J~oweci. in the ~e.ar~? 
evening by heavy rai~ and fo~ u~~i~ noon_thf _ncxt Ct&Y,_.,fog_on~y t~e~1cst 
of that day and until u12 ln"t :.E 1cllo1:r1ng 1.,orn1n:,. 1he tempera cu, E uas 
probably nevc;~ far fr0;:1 60 c:cg~·ac ·,_nrl the wind lirht, 

Durinf su>r:ccr thE nrn,,bcr of rcsidff,t sJJccii::;s of birds i~ 
probably small a1~cl t~'pificd by Corn:.,on 10ic'cer 1 B_l,~c:: Guillemot, Herring 
Gull, Borcal Chic!rn.d.ee, Ruby-crowned Kin 'lGt·, rllnv'r Wren, Blackpoll 
Warbler and Yellovthroat. Hov0vo·, not too nc1.ny ob sc;rvErs have been there 
at that season (or at ar.y season) G.nd those species are the ones that 
drew themsislves to th2 attention of two of the grescnt observers at the 
time of a three hour visit in ec.rly July of 1S:5c,, '.i':1e Gray-cheeked Thrush 
is known to have bc0n 1:, breedi.ng bird. there but ''c,s not founo. at that 
time or this, 

In the fall, hmrevEr 1 i·c is a diff,2rent story, Ue noted o3 
speciEs there and fr i:;he ac'j2c2nt "rtte'rs, TlK trip startec, 8USpiciously 
with a Caspian Tern at Clarkcs ifar,Jour r,nd cnci.eo. by tr:.vElling for 20 
minutes through floc'.,3 of' Fl1&.lo.r·o:c;c s. 

Of the vsry "ordinary" birds thGre ,,1ay or r,1ay not have been 
one English foparrow - FE v,sr12 n~v,r sure. I, flocl: of sorne 25 Starlings 
was seen froL1 time to time. Crows nu1:1bErGC about 10 and there was a pair 
of Ravens as wc:11. The most nuffeJ:ous birci. uas the Hel·ring Gull, estimated 
at 3,000, many of thcr.1 still 1-1h:elinrf around abov2 the largG nesting 
colony to the north of the pond, i,11 of their young seemecl. to be able 
to fly but so;:,c 1 l'ather obviously 1 hao. only recently reached this stag€. 
The GrEat Blacl{-backed Gull nuube1·ed less than 100 with feu imaatures, 

Shorebirds w1crE plentiful, 20 species being sEcn, Our 
estir,1ates of numbers 1;1e1'e as folloFs! Semipalu1atsd Plover, 250; Black
bellied Plover, 50 1 Gold.en Plover, 2; Huddy Turnstone, 100; LEsser Yellow
legs, 10; Knot, 3; Whitc-rumpcc~ .Sand1jip0r 1 :+; Least Sandpiper, 250; 
Tumlin, l; Dowitcher 1 2; SemipaL:.atG6. SandpipEr, 1,000; Hudsonian 
Godwit 1 2; Ruff, 1, Sandzrling, 100; as ,H,11 as Reo. and NorthErn 
PhalaropEs whose; numbers arf' discussed below. 

Tho number of &;Jotted Gancipipers sGer,wd to indic,ne a 
migratory uovei:1ent, 'l'h8 Huff was n.r, unexpected bonus 1 although one or 

·. more are usually reported in the province each yGar. It uas feEding with 
a mixed flock of plover, yellowlegf; and p<;ocp. ShorGbird watching in the 
:fog anc'c rain has its amusing 2.s ueJ.J. as frustratinr-: rnoaents, On one. 
occasion some of 1..is were convinced that wE' were looking at a harbled 
Godwi t and 15 Hudsoni.s.n Godvi ts. We were 2.blE to get r,iuch closer to 
them, however 1 and they turned out to be one Hudsonian Goo.wit and 15 
Greater Y2llow],Egs! In the fosi size i.s very mislcading and colors very 
c,ifficult ~o ic,entify, Imel, of' courst' 1 one always hopes at first for the 
rarer species. • 

That a typicf1l shon,oirc, r:1:oup 1 the: phalaropEs, gave us what 
was uncloubtedly the n,ost pleasr,nt i;xpcrience of che trip. As 111entioned 
previously, we cat1E upon thei: on the way back, half'-,,my between Seal 
Island anc-. Clarkes Har1)our. £he visibility was lii:,itcd by the fog but 
even so vlE ::,aw upwards of 200, F1·0,·1 the time it tool{ us to pass through 
them the !'E wEl"C uncoubt06.ly thous,JT,c;s in the a1°c 2.. The phalarope s are 
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k,,:iwn locally as whale bircl:J, the be;lief being that ~::1ri:'. '1;; are in the 
v:.cini ty ,rhcn the birds are tllere, Phalarope s on the water behave just 
lil;:e other smaJ.l shorebirds on the beaches, talcing off from the '.'ater 
:inc-. :i anc:ing lightly and abruptly on it, flyins in ordered formations. 
'.U,?re is no fuss wht:r. they ta.lee off and no splash whsn they land. We 
n:'.,:::;ed as close as 20 fe'2t to so;;;c of thel!l and could clearly identify, in 
':;;--;.dr winter plumage, both ths Nort'1Grn anc', Red, the former with blaclc 
er.po and. the l'lttcr·, th<; ;.;ore com.:1c1'c, rqpc:1ring white on the top of the 
hG?,c1. 

The Blaclc Guilln1ot bri:::c:cls on Seal Island in some numbers but 
,rn nearly as we could. tell only ons adult remainc:6. for our visit. Excspt 
for this minimw;i tin2 during the br.::eding season this species lives at 
,~cs .•. Disa;ipointingly, ·."c did not s€e the shearwaters that we had. hoped to 
;mt a Clarl;:es Harbour fish,;rr:,an tole. us that upwards of 500 had floclced 
around his boe.t on thG 30th, 110th he.gs and blaclt hags, th€ local names for 
':te Greater and ,Sooty SheE>.rwatcr, 

On the island tiler~ were c:stirnated to be more than 25' Humming
birds, inC:icatini; a consickr;:,.bl.: t:igratory movemmt which, in part at 
lrn::t, is obviously over the ocean, Srnall r:ur,1bers cf six kincis of fly
~'.'.tchers were s,:en, '£hese included a Phoebe, a 1'ather uncomr.ion bird 
,'.\"lj'\'rhere in Nova Scotia. 1:Ic cstilJat.:d there vere at least 10 Brown 
C:.cc;.pcrs, possibly in&ice.tivc of' o. migratory movew:nt. Only one Blaclc-
02::iriecl Chiclrnclee \las noted but Boreal Chicirnciecs 2,nd Red-breasted Nu.t-
h:1.tchGs were abundo.nt, . 

Only 12 spEcics of ,sre.rblcrs were SGen and estirne.tes of their 
nVY,,'Jers a;;e as follcws: Nashville, l; Yellow, 5; Hyrtlei 5'0; Black
b1.1.r:1i?.n, 2· Chestnu'~-cidcd, l; :Say-breasted, 2; Blaclcpol , 21 Palm, 1, 
Ov"nbird, l; Northern V/at;crthrush, 3; Y!!llowtl1roat, 100+; Reds tart, 160++, 
Gbvi.ously thare we.s a large uovc,1::nt of Rcc'.stc.rts - rarely was one out of 
sigr:·~ or hearing of the~:. Our er,.rli<::r visit had suggested that Blac:cpolls 
eno. Yello,ithroats were the common breH:ing warblc;rs e.nd, as the latter 
migrate rather later thiin most warblers, it we.s assumed that the Yellow
throats seen were th<:: usual sm:,mcr population, On th6 other hand the 
Blaclcpolls, if they bred in th.: numbers they did in 195'8, must have left 
before our arrival thin year. The Ovenbird. and Waterthrushes seemed 
startlingly out of place arounc~ beach bouldGrs and lobster traps, 

host importantly, we were able to record here two of the 
s;iecies beco;::ing known as "regular rarities", western birds that appear 
'.n Nova Scotia each fall, t,,o thousand miles ea;;~ of their summer homes -
~:: . .:: D:'..c!-;:cissel and the Lark Sparrow, There were a.t lee.st two of the 
l~tter and five Dickcissds ucre s2en at once, Why they should travel 
""-St in the fall is u real mystery, but certainly, once they get into 
~'0%1. Scotia they seem to stay nea.r the sea and eventually to try to get 
J.S far south as they can, One wonde1•s ii' they all make it back to the 
1'··12-inland"i foi' from a bird's point of view, Nova Scotia must constitute 
,1 largG is and, Hcntion should also be made of the several Baltimore 
Orioles we saw, T'nis species nests in Nova Scotia in very limite:cl 
numbers but by no stretch of the imagination can these breeding birds 
account for the frequency with vrl1ich the species is seen in Nova Scotia 
in the fall, 

,. .. 
Since the visibility was so poor during our visit, we had no 

opportunity -to ~atch birds leaving the. island and so have no observations 
o:i the direction they take, i."iore fortunately, we happened to see the 
rc.rriva.l of a single Black-billec, Cuclwo from the east, It could only be 
c1sscribed as exhausted and we had to wallt \11 thin 10 feet of it to make it 
leave a fence by the beach that it hao. first touched down on. A number 
of Bobolinks were seen to arrive on: the islanC: from this direction as 
,,;:11, 

~----.. -,--.--. --'·----------·~-----·~-----·-· ~-- -...---~-"~,-----,.....-.--~---
i ... ',=~--' ·······~·1 
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Our sr.1all cxpc di tion c'id.n I t solve anything, least of all the 
vexed c;uestion of uhcthcr the le.no. ;,irds on Seal Island at this time of 
year rEprcsent a sai;1pling of a vast and widespread over-ocean migration 
route through and f:com Nov& -3co'Cia or ,,;hc;thGr most of these birds arc in 
every sense strays. ThErc scEDE to be enough evidence from other 
locations to mal:e the latte:· vic:H unlikely, but much more systematic 
observation is necessary ,H this time of year, Ho'"ever, the results of 
this trip al'E an example of the way in which such cbservation can be 
combined Hith a consiC:eci·ablc cl<' srec of pl Ee.sure. 

We were cfficiE:ntly canv2y<:d to and from Seal Island by the 
Cape Islander 11 '.I'win Sons" s1:i1JJcTEcl by Captc,in Bradford Symonds, haking 
the trip and sha,.·ing the o,;scrvrttions were Bruce, Crawford, B. K, Doane, 
C. W. Helleincr, J, i,. i-,cCart<:r ~,nd ti1c 1Jl'it12r of these notecs, L. B, 
i<1acphersan. 

,., 
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